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DISTRICT THE THIRD. 

THE 

MOUNTAINS 


O F 

CORNWALL and DEVONSHIRE. 


Prefatory Remarks. 

^T'HE MATERIALS which I collected, 
refpeiting thefe Mountain Traits, 
were obtained in different ways. 

What relates to CORNWALL, I ga- 
thered in an EXCURSION ; undertaken 
for the purpofe of gaining fome general 
ideas refpeiting this remote part of the 
Ifland. 

But, with refpedt to DARTMORE, and 
its uncultivated Environs, the information 
I am poffefTed of arofe INCIDENTALLY; 
without any premeditated plan of furvey. 

Vol.II. B Indeed, 
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2 PREFATORY REMARKS. 

Indeed, thefe wild uncultivated lands re- 
femble, fo much, the mountainous parts of 
Scotland, and the North 6f England, on 
which the broad lines of nature remain 
unobliterated, that a minute examination 
was the lefs required, by one who has -been 
accuftomed to read her worlcs ; and whofe 
only delire, in this inftance, was to extradl 
a few leading fadts. 

My fources of information being thus 
diftindl, I will preferve the materials fepa- 
rate, and, frit offer a Tranlcript of my 
Cornish Journal, as it was haftily 
formed, at the time of making the Ex- 
curfion (in August 1791); whether it 
relate to the Mountains or the Low- 
lands of Corn walk 


Digitized by Google 
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EXCURSION 

I N 

CORNWALL. 

^ | NIIS Excurfion was made, — by Cal- 
LINGTON andLESKARD, to Bodmin; 
and back by Launceston and Tavis- 
tock. 

BUCKLAND to BODMIN. 

The elevation of the Country, in this 
ride, is high : the road leads, moft of the 
way, between the Mountains, and the 
broken cultivated Country toward the Sea ; 
and, in paffing between Leikard and Bod- 
min, it erodes over the chain of Mountains 
which run through this Peninfula but not 
in an elevated part. Some very high hillf 

are feen to the North of the road : 

“ Hinkftone,” a deprelTed Cone, with a 
B 2 Profpedt 
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ProfpeCt Houfe on the top, is feen at great 
diftances ; but a hill weftward of it, over- 
looking Calling ton, is faid to be the highefl^ 
land, in the County. Many ragged Tors, 
of the true mountain call:, are feen in this 
ride. 

Climature. On the hangs of the 
Mountains, corn is dill green ; but in the 
lower lands, harveftis now (the twenty third 
of Augud) at its height : — more than half 
cut, and fome carried. 

The surface is exceedingly broken, 
into fharp ridges, and deep, fteepfided 
vallies ; efpecially on the lower declivities 
of the general range of hills ; as between 
Callington and Lelkard. On the upper 
parts, as between Lelkard and Bodmin, the 
fwells are more rounded, and the vallies 
• wider and lefs deep. 

The soil is very various, as to quality;, 
but even the tops of the lower mountains 
are far from barren ; fupporting numerous 
herds of cattle, as well as many iheep : — 
rihich more productive of grafs, than the 
heaths of Yorklhire ; though every part 
produces more or lefs heath. Between 

St. Ive 


• Digitized by Google 
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S 


St. Ive and Lefkard, and below this toward 
the Sea, is a traCt of charming land : five or 
fix quarters of barley, an acre, are now 
harvefting. The fpecies of foil appears to 
be very much like that of Weft Devonshire. 

The subsoil is ahb fimilar : — namely, 
a flatey rock, and a Jcind of rufty rotten 
flate, or rubble. , 

Rivers. Several large Brooks pafs from 
the Mountains, fouthward, to the Sea. 

Navigation. None of the Eftuaries 
ftretch up fo high as this road. That of 
Looe reaches within a few miles of Leikard. 

The roads are of Hone, and in fome 
parts extremely well kept. The gates few, 
and the tolls moderate. , Toll Roads are 
now formed between moft or all of the 
market towns. The Roads of Cornwall 
were, formerly, very rough and dangerous ; 
efpecially acrofs the open heaths, among 
the Mines ! yet, at the firfi: introduction of 
them; in this Country, obftinate riots took 
place. 

Mines. Some, but not many, in this 
ride : — They are, now, Iunderftand, chiefly • 
confined to the Weftern parts of the County. 

B 3 The 
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The manufacture of the Diftrict, I 
believe, is principally Woollen Yarn, for 
the Devonfhire Sergemakers and Clothiers. 

The townships appear to be large,— 
with numerous Hamlets. 

The produce, of the Inclofures, moftly 
Corn. The Heaths fupport the cattle in 
fummer, and great part of the winter 
months. The principal requifite is in 
courfe, Straw, to feed them with, in the 
depth of winter. Some Meadows appear 
in the bottoms ; but little upland, grajs is 
feen : and but very little Woodland ; except 
in the Dingles, at the heads of the vallies, 
next the heaths. 

Fuel. Towards the Mountains, Turf 
(provincially" vags M )and Peat (provincially 

Turf.”) But little of the Peat, of thefe 
hills, is firm enough, it feems, to be charred 
(as on Dartmore), for the ufe of Black- 
fntiths. 

Inclosures. The Mountains and their 
fkirts are open : — the lower lands all in- 
clofed. 

The fields are well fized, and well 
formed. 

v Fences. 


i 
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Fences. The banks thinner and lower, 
than in Weft Devonlhire ; but of the fame 
form. 

i 

The Buildings are moftly of Stone 
and Slate : fome “ Cob” — or Mud wall. 

Crops. Wheat and Barley, with fome 
Oats and Turneps (unhoed), with a little 
Clover and upland Ley. But not a Bean 
nor a Pea (unlefs harvefted), in this Ride ! 

The cattle are of the Weft of Eng- 
land breed : bred and kept on the heaths, 
in great numbers, from yearlings to aged 
Oxen : working thefe occafionallyfrom the 
heath ! 

The Sheep of the heaths are tall, and 
ill formed : fome polled, fome horned : yet, 
apparently, all of the fame old ftock the 
Ewes are now at rut : the Rams have 
moftly large horns. 

Beasts of labor. Some Oxen and 
Horfes in carriages. But Packhorfes feem 
itill to be much in ufe. 

Implements. A Angular kind of 'two- 
wheel carriage, for Horfes or Oxen, is here 
in common ufe ; efpecially, I believe, to 
carry harveft produce upon. It is called 
B 4 a “ WAIN 
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a “ wain and it is a hay cart, or wain, 
without fides : having only two arches, 

bending over the wheels, to keep the load 
from bearing upon them ! with a wince 
behind. How fimple and, being low, 
how eafily loaded ! I met two on the road, 
laden with wool \ each, with two oxen at 
the pole, and two horfes before them. 

Manure. Lime and Beat allies are 
univerfal. A confiderable portion of the 
country is now fet with roof heaps of Lime, 
and with veiled Beat, now burning. A • 
great quantity of earth, I fee, is burnt. 
All, no doubt, for Wheat. Theories I 
find are, here, againft burning the foil \ 
but Farmers, to 3 man, I underftand, are 
for it. 

The tillage is apparently better,here, 
than in Devonfhire. About Lefkard, the 
'land appears to be in a good ftate of culti- 
vation. 

Orchards evidently diminifh, with the 
diftance Weft ward. 

Woodlands . — Very few : fome diftant 
Oak coppice. — Peeling on the ftub extends 
into Cornwall. 

Orna- 
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Ornament. The views are frequently 
piclurable, and fometimes grand : but they 
cloy, through a frequency of repetition, 
and a degree of famenefs. 

Harvesting. Bufy “ handreaping 
faw feveral women at work. Make fhocks 
pf ten (heaves : nine in a fquare, and one 
as a hood, as in Devonfhire. But, unlefs 
the draw be long, and the hood fheaf be 
jnade large and flraight, the covering is 
incompleat, Mow chiefly with bows $ 
but cradles, I fee, are to be fold. About 
Bodmin, the Wheat in general feems to be 
made into ‘ f arrijh mows” or field flack- 
lets, of about a load each. 

Furze. There are two diflintfl fpecies, 
or varieties, now in full blow. The lower 
fkirts of the uncultivated hills are gilded 
with them. One of them is the creeping 
fort, which is common to the Southern 
Counties ; the other is called the “ French 
Furze •” and Taviflock, I underfland, has 
long been a market for Furze feed. 

The GENERALSTATE OF HUSBANDRY, 
in fome parts of this ride, is above medio- 
e-.’ity ; except in the culture of T urneps. 

Between 
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Between St. Ive and Lefkard, is a paflagc 
of as well cultivated land, as mod in the 
kingdom. 

Towns. C a limit on, is a fmall market 
town and a borough. Lejkard is a large, 
populous, decent-looking place, and would 
appear refpeCcable in any part of the King- 
dom. it is like wile a borough. Bodmin, 
though one of the County towns, is much 
inferior, in fize and rel'peftability. This, 
too, is a borough. ' 


BODMIN to BUCKLAND. 

THE elevation of the Country is very 
great, between 'Bodmin and Five Lanes, 
over Bodmin Down, and Temple Moor. 
Some very high points of view are reached. 
Saw the cliff and the eftuary of Padftow. 
In a clear day, both leas are obfervable 
(near Fowey and Padftow). Some re- 
markable ruggedmountains are feen towards 
the North coaft. Palfed “ DofmaryPool,” 
a fmall lakelet, about a mile in circum- 
ference, upon the higher part of thefe 

heaths ; 
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heaths ; and crofted a quaking bog $ 
which has formerly, no doubt, been a lake. 
From the elevations furmounted in this 
ride, and from the top of' the caftle of 
Launcefton, perhaps half of Cornwall, and 
a very large portion of Devonfhire, are 
feen over : the whole «. ftrongly featured 
country. 

. Cl i mature. Some Wheat upon the 
hills is ftill quite green. The harveft, in 
this elevated fituation, is in general very 
late. Sometimes, being prolonged, till 
after Michaelmas *. 

Surface. ' About ten miles of the 
upper part of the heaths, over which this 
road paftes, is tamely billowy ; the fwells 
refembling thofe of the Downs of the Sou- 
thern Counties j with lofty mountains on 
each hand ; a charming ride, in fine weather. 
The remaining ten miles, to Launcefton, 
and from thence to Buckland, is the fame 
abruptly broken country, which prevails 
throughout the more cultivated parts of 
the two Counties. 

The 

* An intelligent fellow traveller j formerly of Bodmin : 
r.ow of Launcefton. 
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The soil towards Bodmin is of a mean 
quality ; neverthelefs, the Downs and 
Moors are thickly flocked with Cattle and 
Sheep ; efpecially with the former : faw, 
on one of the higher knolls, fome hundreds 
in a herd ! 

About Launceflcn, are fome wellfbiled, 
but very. fleep hills. At Milton Abbots! 
is a plot of the fineft grafsland in the King- 
dom ! Grazing ground ‘of a very luperior 
quality. The Midland Counties cannot 
fhew better. Alfo about Lamerton and 
Taviflock, is fome good grazing land. 

Mines. There is no “ mine” within 
fieht of this ride. But two or three confi- 
derable “ flream works” are feen : one of 
which I flopt to look into. In a flream 
work, there is no ♦* lode” or body of ore ; 
the tin being lodged in fmall particles or 
fragments, among the earth (at two or three 
to twenty or thirty feet deep) which is 
wafhed by a rill or flream, conveyed, by 
art, to the required fpot * j the metal and 
ftones remaining \ while the foil is carried 

away 

/ 

* Query, Have stream works given rife td“LE ats,’* 
pr made Streams, in this Country ? 
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away with the Aream : thus annihilating 
the land, in the moft compleat manner in- 
genuity could devife. 

Rivers. The Tamer and Tavey : alfo 
the heads of fome of the Southern rivers. 

The road in general is good. For a 
confiderable way, the Rones are covered 
with a kind of rough fand, or fmall gravel, 
apparently, the loofe materials of which 
granite is compofed making an admirable 
road. 

Inclosure. — The moors are open : ex- 
cept fome fmall inclofures, about Temple 
&c. Cultivated lands are everywhere in- 
clofed. 

Produce — as before. 

Manufacture. — Yarn. 

Buildings. —Stone and Slate. At 
Launcefton the houfes are moftly faced with 
Slates : fome of them three or four feet 
fquare. The Church is of Moorftone, 
deeply and richly fculptured ! Subftantial, 
and beautiful, as a Gothic building: the • 
workmanlhip muft have been immenfely 
great feeing the hardnefs of the materials 
—a fliining granite. 

Fields v 
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Fields — as before. 

Fences — increafe toward Devonshire, 
fwelling to their fulled: magnitude, at Buck- 
land Places 

Crops — as before • excepting the gra-i 
zing grounds of Milton and Tavidock. 

Cattle. The Moor dock are of the 
Wed of England breed : faw fome oxen 
which would fat to fixty or feventy done 
on thefe heathy mountains ! All in very 
good dore condition. 

Sheep. The fame tall, aukward fort, as 
about Bodmin. 

Goats. Saw Several browzing on 
furze. I was told that numbers are kept 
in Cornwall, for milking-; fome herds con- 
fiding of a hundred head ; and that Goats’ 
and Kids’ flefh are not uncommon in the 
Cornilh markets. 

Beast of labor — as abovd. 

Manure. Beat alhes, and “ lea fand;” 
a fine jhell marl ; which is brought in great 
quantities from the North coad, by the 
Paddow river, to within three miles of 
Bodmin ; and carried, by land, many miles. 

• Tillage — as before. 

Har- 
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Harvesting — the fame. 

State of husbandry, — much the 
fame : — fomewhat inferior. 

Orchards — increafe toward Devon- 
fhire. 

Woodlands. There are few in Corn- 
wall ; except on the banks of the Tamer. 

Orn ament. The mountain views are 
extenfive and grand : thofe from the lower 
points are frequently piiturefque. 

Towns, 'temple, a deserted vil- 
lage ! The only one I have ever feen. 
Some years ago, not a fingle perfon lived in 
the townihip ! (a Curacy appendant to 
Blilland) and only one little farmhoufe is 
now inhabited: the ruins of half a dozen 

I 

more ; the body of the Church down ; the 
Chancel remains. Goldsmith, furely, 
muft have travelled this road ! . 

ZjaunceJlo?i — provincially and univerfally, 
throughout the country, “ Laanfon,” is a 
genteel looking place ; but aukwardly fitu- 
ated ■, on the brink and fide of a very fteep 
hill. The ftreet leading to Newport is as 
fleep, almoft, as the roof of a houfe. The 
caftle, which has been a very ftrong fortrefs, 

com- 
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commands fome charming views. New- 
port a paltry borough : — a mean looking 
hamlet ) belonging to the pariih of St. Ste- 
phen’^ a village which Hands oppofite to 
Launceflon. Milton Abbots a charming 
lituation. The Abbots were admirable 
judges of foils and fituations. Tavijlock is 
alfo well fituated j and was heretofore fa- 
mous for its abbotry . 

General observations. lam agree- 
ably difappointed with refpeft to Cornwall; 
From what I had feen on the banks of the 
Tamer*, I expected to have found, as I went 
farther Weftward, a wretched country, 
wretched roads, wretched towns, wretched • 
accommodations, and wretched inhabitants* 
On the contrary, the country, whether in 
point of foil or cultivation, — except tho 
higher mountains, and they are good ip 
their kind, — is above mediocrity. The 
roads, their unlevelnefs apart, are among 
the bed: in the kingdom. The towns, fub- 
flantial and neat. The accommodations, 
equal to anything met with, out of the 
great roads. The inhabitants, intelligent, 
civil, are faid to be extremely hofpitable, 

are 

* Sec No. 3. of the following Minuted. 
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are affable, clean in their appearance, and 
handfome in their perfons. What, moil 
difgufts a ftranger, in travelling through 
Cornwall, is the inordinate number of its 
boroughs ; and this impropriety lids not 
with the people of Cornwall. There are 
none* indeed, fo fenfible of it, as the inba-* 
bitants themfelves. 


Vol. II. C • DART- 
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, AND ITS 

UNCULTIVATED ENVIRONS, 

T HE Incidents, which led me to a 
knowledge of this Diftridt, are 
various. I had repeated occafions to tra- 
verfe the Western skirts of Dartmore. 
I purpofely afcended the Southern 
heights, to view the ftriking features 
which that fide of it exhibits, and to catch a 
bird’s eye view of the Diftridt of the South 
Hajns. I cro/Ted th? summit, in travelling 
between Morton and Buckland. And I 
lkirted the North-Western margin, 
in palling between Taviftock and Oke- 
hampton. I have, therefore, had opportu- 
nities of feeing almoft every fcjuare mile of 
C 2 its 
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its fur face, and of obferving its natural cha-* 
fablers, in different and diftant parts. 

The SITUATION, of this uncultivated 
fraft of country, is towards the Weftern 
fide of Devonfhire ; being, in part,- fepa- 
rated from the Cornifli fnountains, by the 
cultivated banks of the Tamer hut, to the 
North of Taviflock, the fkirts of Dartmore, 
and thofe of the uncultivated wilds of 
Cornwall, may be faid to unite : for al- 
though they are ftrewed with plots of cul- 
tivated lands, there is no regular line of 
feparation; and the fame mixed country 
fpreads wide, on the North- Weft quarter,- 
towards Launcefton, and to the immediate 
environs of Okehampton. On the South, 
lies the fertile Diftrift of the South Hams ; 
and a continuation of the Chudleigh or 
1 Iall Down Hills, broken in a moft ftriking 
manner, feparates it on the Eaft, from the 
vale of Exeter. 

'The EXTENT of thefe wild- lands is- 
not eafy to eftirnate ; there being no deter- 
minate line, on the North-Weft fide. A 
circle of twenty miles diameter,- would,- 
perhaps, comprize the whole extent of the 

opeu 


Digitized by Google 


D A R T M O R E. u 

open lands, in this part of Devonshire ; ex- 
clusively of the in.clofed lands, which lie 
intermixed among, them. Admitting this 
^iippoiition to be luihciently near the truth, 
to give a general idea of the extent of thofe 
open lands, we may fay that they cover more 
than three hundred fquare miles of furface, 

• — amount to more than two hundred 
thoufand acres. 

In ELEVATION above the fea, thefe 
lands are greatly varied. The extended 
fummit of the main body of the mountain, 
is raifed, in a Singular manner, above the 
furrounding country ; efpecially on the 
South fide. Looking down, even from the 
midway Stages, upon the South Hams, an 
upland DiSbridt, the comparative elevation 
is fo great, as to render the idea of difficulty, 
in travelling acrofs the latter, truly ridicu- 
lous. Neverthelefs, the fea waShing, in a 
manner, the foot of the mountain, its pofitive 
height is inconfiderable, compared with 
that of many lefs mountain-like maSTes, 
which occur in the more central parts of 
the island. On the North Side, the Stages 
are lengthened, and the general defcent 
C 3 much 
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much lefs abrupt* The outfldrts, round 
Brent Tor, and towards Launcefton, form 
an extended flat,. mean in elevation, com- 
pared with the towering heights, which 
overlook, it, on either fide £ 

The SURFACE, of Dartmore propefi, 
is truly mountainous.- The compofitioh is 
grand ; the lines in general lengthened, 
and the features large : not abrupt and 
broken, like the minor hills of Devonfhire. 
Nevertheiefs, the fuminits of feveral of the 
higher fwells of Dartmore are truly favagey 
and rendered finely pidturefque, by reafon 
of immenfe piles of flones, or huge frag- 
ments of rock, thrown confufedly together, 

in 

* The conical hillock of Brent-Tor, pointed with 
rugged rocks, and funnounted by a Church ! rifes in the 
center of this wide flat.. From the grounds of Buck- 
land, this hillock aflirmes the character of a mountain 
height of confiderable magnitude ; and, in navigating the 
Sound of Plymouth, it is ufed as , a landmark, at more 
than twenty miles diftance ; — yet, in reality, it is but an 
inconfiderablc hillock. A proof of the extreme levelnefs 
of this pafiage of country. 

Launceston Castle, crowning a higher, but more 
rotund eminence, is another ftriking feature of the fame 
fine, broad, favage face. 


Digitized by Google 


, DARTMORE. *3 

in the mod grotefque manner : - fome times 
crowning the knolls, but oftener hanging 
on their brows. • . 

In fome parts, the farface is thickly 

'ftrewed with ftones j which; in many kw 

fiances, appear to have been collefted into 

piles, on the tops of prominent hillocks j 

as if in imitation of the natural Tors. — The 

• . 

“ ft one burrows ,” of Dartmore, rcfemble 
the Cairns, of the Chiviot and Grampian 
hills. 

The WATERS of this tra£l of moun- 
tain are merely *the torrents, which pour 
down its furrowed fides; in every direction. 
The Dart is the mod confiderable ftream 
that owes its fupport to thefe hills. 

The SOILS of thele unreclaimed lands 
are greatly above the par of mountain foils, 
in the Ifland at large. They are fuperior 
to thofe of the Highlands of Scotland, and 
very fuperior to thofe of the North of Eng- 
land. Some of the higher fwells, it is 
true, are covered with black moory earth ; 
and in the dips between them, peat bogs 
are frequent, and dangerous, not only to 
Grangers who travel the crofs roads, but to 
C 4 paf- 
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pafturing flock. And, in many parts, the 

foil is much encumbered with ftones ; 

* 

which, in fome, occupies, perhaps, half the 
furface. Neverthelefs, there are extenfive 
traits, evervof the upper grounds, that enjoy 
a loamy foil, nearly free from ftones, and of 
a fufficient depth for cultivation : wanting 
nothing but a genial climature, and a proper 
fupply of manure, to render them valuable, 

T * 

as arable lands. And foils of ftill better 
quality are obfervable, on fome of the mar- 
gihal Commons j though, on others, thofe 
of inferior value may be found. 

The SUBSOILS are equally various. I 
have obferyed a ftoney rubble, or foul 
yellow gravel, refembling that of the 
Yorkfliire mountains ; alfoafriable, brown 
rock ; and, even on the higher hills, loam, 
©f a fufficient depth for every purpofe of 
land. 

The PRESENT PRODUCTION of 
Dartmore and its uncultivated environs may 
v with fome little licence be faid to be herb- 
age !— greenfward ! even of the highefl 
bleakeft hills ; frequently intermixed, how- 
ever, with heath $ which, indeed, chiefly 

occupies 
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/occupies the worfl-foiled parts of the moun- 
tain ; while, on the lower grounds, the 
furze, particularly the trailing fort, i$ 
prevalent. There is little if any wood, I 
believe, on the unappropriated parts of this 
trail of country: the fuel, ufed by the 
bordering inhabitants, being the produce 
of the peat-bogs, and the black moory 
foils ; as in other mountainous Diftridls *. 

The APPLICATION of the paflurable 
produce, which this uncultivated wild at 
prefent throws out, is to cattle, sheep, 
and horses, and fome few rabbits. 

The RIGHT of DEPASTURE belongs 
to different interefts. 4 confiderable part 
pf the mountain is forest land, lubjeil 
to the fuperiority of the Duchy of Corn- 
wall. The outfkirts, and parts of the 
hills, are appendant to the majors of the 9 
fubjoining country ; and the right of paf- 
turage veiled in the appropriated lands of 
thofe manors. And belide this intrinfic 

right. 


? Some of the peat is of a fuperior quality ; admit- 
ting of being charred j and in this Hate, it is ufed by 
Blacksmiths, inftead of pit cqal. 
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right, over their refpedtive commons,- many 
of thofe lands have a pfefcriptive rights on 
the forefl, by paying an inconliderable fum 
—a few pence — annually, under the name 
of Venville money , to the Duchy. The 
Duchy, neverthelefs, preferves the right 
of flocking the forefl lands, by agiftment ; 
and flock are fent, in numbers, from dis- 
tant townfhips j paying a very low price 
for their paflurage : not more than a fhil- 
ling or eighteen pence, a head; being paid 
for the fummer’s run of cattle ! 

Befide the CATTLE thus brought to- 
gether by agiflment, great numbers are 
reared, by the Venville tenants, on the 
verge of the forefl ; under a routine of 
practice that has been already mentioned 
The SHEEP, being drawn together, 

. from various quarters* differ as to breed. 
On the Southern hangs, and on the upper 
parts of the mountain, the polled breed of 
the South Hams are moflly feen. But, on 
the Northern and Welle rn fides of it, the 
partially horned breed, which has been 

no- 

* See V ol. I. P. 244, 
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hoticed*; are prevalent; correfponding; in 
general appearance, with the eftablifhed 
breed of the Cornilh mountains ; but of 
a better frame; In winter, thofe iheep are 
drawn down to the inclofed country, where 
the ewes drop their lambs, ahd return with 
them, in the fpring, to their mountain 
pafture. 

Hence, the leading OBJECT of the 
iVlOORSIDE FARMER is to raife fodder 
enough for his cattle, and to preferve grafs 
enough for his Iheep, to fupply then?,' du- 
ring the winter months ; depending, al- 
moft wholly, on the commonable lands, 
for their fummer maintenance ; his milking 
cows and rearing calves excepted : work- 
ing oxen are, everywhere, feen On the 
commonable land, both of Devonthire and 
Cornwall : their work, under this treat- 
ment, being in courfe moderate. 

The PRESENT VALUE of thefe lands 
appears, from this general view of their 
application, to be far from inconfiderable. 
I had not an opportunity of eftimating the 

aggregate 

* See Vol. L P. 259, 
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aggregate of the flock they fupport. But 
an eye, accyflomed to obfervations of this 
nature, may readily difeover, that, in a 
political light, thefe uncultivated 
lands are, at prefent, of fome eflimation. 
For admitting that a Mooffide Farmer, by 
the afliflance of thefe lands, in fupporting 
his flock nine or ten mpnths of the year, 
is enabled to rear, and forward to market, 
twice the number of cattle and fheep (or 
even one fourth of fueh additional number), 
that he could without their afliflance, — ■ 
the aggregate increafe of produce to the 
community, would be found, on calcu- 
lation, to be worthy of public regard. 
And, in a phivate point of view, if one 
may judge from the good eflimation in ' 
which Venville farms are held, — from the 
extraordinary prices which the Moorfide 
men give for rearing calves, — namely, fif- 
teen to twentyfive fhillings, at three days 
old ! a price which they nowhere elfe bear, 
—and from the comfortable livelihoods 
which the fmallefl of thefe farmers are 
enabled to make, — thefe lands are not, at 
prefent, wholly thrown away. 

Neyer« 
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Never thelefs, though they are doubtlefs 
of confiderable value, at prefent, it does' 
not follow that they are, at prefent, in their' 
mod: valuable Rate. 

To fpeak, in pofitive terms, of the means 
requifite to the 

IMPROVEMENT 

' of this uncultivated traft of country, might 
be prefumptuous, in one who has confef- 
fedly given it only a curfory incidental 
examination. But it has alfo been pre- 
mifed, that the paffage of country, under 
confideration, is of a fpecies fimilar to the 
Moors of Yorkfhire, and the Mountains of 
Perthfhire,— both of which I have examined 
with attention, and have, at different periods 
of time, feparately digested my ideas, 
with refpett to their improvement : cir- 
cumftances which enable me to fpeak, with 
greater confidence, on the improvement of 
the moory mountains of Devonshire ; whofe 
diftinguifhing charadleriftics lie, chiefly, in 
the fuperiority of foil and climature, com- 
pared with thole of the unreclaimed lands 
of Yorkfhire and Perthfhire, 

in 

\ 


Digitized by Google 


3 p PROFOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 

In fugge fling hints for the improvement 
of Dartmore and its uncultivated environs, 
it will be proper toconfider the mountain 
pr fbreff lands, feparately from the commons, 
and lower grounds of the extenfive ' flat 
which has been mentioned j as they appear 
to me to require fomewhat different prip- 
* piples of improvement. ' 

In the improvement of the HIGHER 
LANDS, the leading objects appear, to me, 

to be woob and herbage. Their cli- 

• . . . 1 . . * 

mature, I apprehend, unfits them for the 
profitable production of corn : and a 
want of manure is another bar to this fpecies 
of produce. Neverthelefs, there may be 
dips and unreclaimed vallies, which, as 
limited home grounds, might admit of a 
courfe of arable management. 

But fpeaking generally of thefe lands, 
the firft means of improvement appears to 
me, to be that of planting, or otherwife 
covering with wood, the stoney sur- 
faces : not more to encreafe the value of 

* • r • • «• 

thefe particular parts, than to improve the 
climature of the whole. The Birch, the 
Mountain Sorb, and the Larch, if judicioufty 

pro- 
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propagated, would flourilh, I apprehend, 
on the bleakeft expofures. 

To improve the herbage of the freer 
furface of thefe expofed lands, various 
means might be fuggefled. 

Running high fence mounds acrofs 
the current of the Southwell winds, and 
planting them with Birch, Mountain Sorb, 
Elder, Holly, Furze, Broom, &c. in the 
Devonlhire manner ; but making the top 
of the mound hollow, or concave, to collect 
and retain moifture, and to Ikreen the 
young plants, or feedlings, in their tender 
Rate. It were impoffible, perhaps, to con- 
ceive a better fence, for bleak mountain 
lands, than the ordinary hedge of Devon- 
fhire. The mound is an immediate fence 
and Ihelter y and the coppice wood, as it 
grew up, could not fail, from its relative 
height above the fubjoining Hinds, to im- 
prove their climature; and encourage, 
in a particular manner, the growth of 
'herbage i befide being, at the fapie time, 
Angularly friendly to pafluring flock. The 
only doubt, as to the propriety of railing 
fuch fences, acrofs the bleak lands of Dart- 

more. 
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more, lies in the expence of doing it : for,' 
great as the politive advantages would 
doubtlefs he found, — if die expence of 
railing them overbalanced thefe advan- 
tages, fuch means of improvement would 
be altogether ineligible to be profecuted, 
by Individuals, however profitable the eftedt 
inight be to the Publici The freer, bet- 
ter-foiled parts of Dartmore, I am of 
Opinion, would pay Individuals, amply, for 
this Cardinal Improvement. 

To change the prefent produce to more 
profitable pa flu rage, either in the open or 
an inclofed flate, different means might be 
purfued. 

Burning off the heath of the 
black moory parts, and pafluring them hard 
widi fheep, would tend to extirpate the 
heath, and bring up herbage in its place. 
The Cheviot hills of Northumberland, and 
iimilar hills in the South of Scotland, were 
probably brought to their prefent flate of 
green turf, by this means. 

Sodburning the more loamy foils, 
lowing rape and grass seeds, and 
folding off the produce, with fheep, 

, would 
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would be a ready means of meliorating 
the herbage. 

If, by the intervention of Hedge mounds, 
the climature of thefe Hills could be ren- 
dered fufficiently genial for the maturation 
of rape seed, and fhould their foils be 
found fufficiently productive of this va- 
luable crop, the propriety of ereCting fudi 
fences would no longer remain doubtful ; 
as a full crop of this grain would amply 
repay any reafonable expence that could be 
incurred by inclofing ; and the inclofure 
would amply recompenfe the lofs, which 
the foil could fuftain, from the exhauftion 
of one grain crop : grafs feeds being, in 
courfe, fown with the rape feed, or over 
the plants in the fpring j or a due portion, 
at either feafon. 

By draining the fpringy dopes of hills, 
and perhaps fome of the Peatbogs, the 
produce of thofe parts might be very ma- 
terially improved. 

By watering, fuch parts of the lower 
llopes as can command water, the herbage, 
perhaps, might be effientially bettered: 
Vol.II. D But 
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Eut very much would depend on the quality 
of the water ; and this experience would 
readily prove. 

By man ur i ng, fomething might doubt- 
lefs be done, towards the melioration of 
the herbage. The vegetable mold of the 
Peatbogs, either in a crude recent ftate, or 
in the ftate of charcoal, or in that of afties, 
would, with moral certainty, be found 
lerviceable to the loamy foils. And earthy 
fubftances, which, if fought for, might 
doubtlefs be found, could not fail of pro- 
ducing beneficial efFe&s, on the black moory 
lands. It is needlefs to add, that if Lime 
could be brought to thefe lands, at a mo- 
derate expence, there would be little rifque 
in the free ufe of it. With its powerful 
aid, even Corn might be. produced, on 
many of the lands under notice } but whe- 
ther with eventual advantage, either t.o the 
Proprietor or the Public (unlefs on a fmall 
fcale), is a matter of great uncertainty. 

The molt profitable stock for thefe 
lands, in the ftate of improvement above 
fuggefted, would probably be found to be 
young Cattle , Sheep, and Rabbits . 

, There 
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There appears to, be many fituations in 
which the laft would be moft eligible. 
Seeing the local lituation of thefe weak- 
foiled lands, — between the markets of 
Exeter and Plymouth,— -and the favorable 
turn of furface, which Nature has given to 
many of them, for the propagation of this 
fpecies of farm flock, it is rather extraor- 
dinary that RABBIT WARRENS fllOuld not 
be more common, in this Diflridl, than they 
appear to be at prefenti But, perhaps, 
the true reafon has been already affigned. . 
See Vol. I. Page 271; 

In the improvement of the LOWER 
GROUNDS of this extehfive tradl of un* 
reclaimed lands* 

Climature is the firfl objedt of atten- 
tion. It is well known, to thofe who have 
embraced opportunities of obferving natural 
effedls, that the Climature of an extended 
and naked plain is frequently more fevere 
and chilling, both to the animal and the 
Vegetable creation, than that of a billowy 
furface, of much greater elevation. The 
wind, in palling over the latter, is broken 
into eddies, and its effedts are thereby 

D 2 foftened : 
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foftened : befide, let the blaft blow from 

**■ 

whence it may, fome part of fuch a furface 
will always afford a degree of- fhelter, to 
animals that have free range over it ; and 
even vegetables, that are fixed, enjoy by 
turns, as the wind fhifts, the advantages of 
its fhelter — while, over an extent of naked 
level furface, the current ruflies forward 
with unabating force ; and Jet it fet front 
whatever quarter, vegetables and animals 
are equally eXpofed to its unrelenting fe- 
verity. Some Oaks, fcattered over the 
flat of wild lands now under confideration, 
might be adduced, with numberlefs other 
fafts, in evidence of the truth of this theory. 
They are cut down flat, as with an edge- 
tool. Had they flood on the heights of 
Maker, expofed to the immediate fea blafl, 
they would not probably have fuffered more. 

Hence, in this fituation, as on the hills, 
the firft ftep towards improvement would 
be to convert to Woodland, fuch parts as 
are unfit for cultivation and to raile 
Coppice Hedges acrofs the line of the 
moft mifchievous winds, as fkreens to the 
culturable lands. 

. * In 
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In a Climature thus improved, and with 
a fufficient fupply of Lime, at a moderate 
price, I am of opinion that fome confide- , 
rable proportion of thefe flat lands might he 
fubjedted, with profit, to a courfe of arable 
Management. But without a plentiful 
fupply of Lime, or other calcareous ma- 
nure, it appears to me more than probable, 
from what I have feen of thefe lands, that 
very few of them would pay for cultivation, 
as arable lands. 

I am therefore ofopinion, that, without the 
afli fiance of INLAND NAVIGATION* 
this extenfive trail of Country muft necef- 
farily remain in its prefent flate, or be im- 
proved as pafture grounds, in the manner 
which has been already fuggefled, fot the 
higher lands of Dartmore. 

Viewing this wide extent of Country, 
which, with moral certainty, might be 
highly improved, by means of a plentiful 
fupply of Lime : Viewing, next, the 

numerous trails of uncultivated lands be- 
tween Okehampton and Biddeford, which 
are evidently flill more improveable, as 
will prefently be fhewn, and by the fame 
D 3 Manure ; 
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Manure : — And, laftly, viewing the ex-, 
tenfive tradts of Woodland, feen in palling 
between the places laft mentioned, and the 
value of Ship Timber at Plymouth,— 
there can be little rifque in faying, that 
there is no other Diftrift in this Ifland in 
which the landed interest calls equally 
loud for Inland Navigation, as the line of 
Country between Plymouth and Bid de- 
ford. 

And feeing, at the fame time, the length, 
and ftill more the uncertainty, of the 
paflage, between Wales and the port of 
Plymouth, by fea; and the quantity of 
culm which is now ufed for burning Lime, 
on the banks of the various Eftuaries that 
branch out of it, as well as coals for the 
ufe pf Plymouth and its neighbourhood,— 
it appears thatthe interests of traffic 
are alfo concerned. 

Finally, admitting, what I believe, is 
known to be a fa&, that it is the bulky 
articles^ here particularized — namely. 
Lime, Coals, andTiMBER, not the Boxes 
and Bales of Trade, that render Inland 
Navigation profitable,— it may be fairly 

•concluded, 

• > 
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concluded, that no Line of Canal is more 
likely to pay , than that now under con- 
fideration. 

The proper direction, of the Southern 
part of the Line, is evident. The Tide 
flows within the Eftuary or Mouth of the 
Tavey: and, where the Tide ends, the 
Canal fliould commence ; winding up 
the valley of the Tavey, to Tavist ockj 
a branch being thrown off, up the valley of 
the Walkham, to Harrow bridge, for 
the ufe of the extenlive Commons in that 
neighbourhood, and to catch the ufe of thfe 
public road which there crofies the valley. 
Above Taviftock, the main line would ftill 
wind with the valley of the Tavey* to the 
FOOT OF THE DaRTMORE HILLS (amoft 
defirable point to be gained), — and thence 
bend acrofs the uncultivated flat, towards 
Okehampton. 

In travelling between Tavillock and 
Okehampton, I obferved (between Lydford 
and the latter place) that the road was re- 
paired with Limestone ! — black marble ; 
a circumftance which renders it more than 
probable, that the raw materials ofimprove- 

D 4 ment 
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ment lie within the field to be improved * 
and that Fuel only would be wanted, to 
render the profecution eafy and profitable. 

Without intending to cenfure the fupine- 
nefs, which has lately prevailed in this 
Country, with refpeft to the permanent 
improvement of its furface, I will not 
hefitate to fay, that had advantages, like 
thofe which are here adduced, occurred 
within the interior of the Ifland, they would 
long ago have been feen and embraced : 
and that whenever the fpirit of enterprize, 
in this extreme part of it, fhall fhift its 
ground, from Mining to Agriculture, 
the Improvement which is here pointed 
out, will be carried into effect. 



* - * . • . * ‘ . = * 
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DISTRICT THE FOURTH. 


NORTH DEVONSHIRE, 


Prefatory Remarks. 

AN accurate Definition of what is fa- 
-L*- miliarly called “ North Devon," 
or “the North Country,” I fhall not attempt 
to give. It is generally applied, I believe, 
to the Country lying towards the North 
Coaft; round Biddeford, Barnftaple, and 
South Moulton. But the Diftridt to which 
this name aptly applies, is fituated between 
the Mountain of Dartmore and the Sea ; — 
comprizing a wide extent of Country : di- 
verfified, it is true, in foil and furface ; but 
it has no diltinCt feparation of parts, large 
enough to warrant its being divided into 
feparate Districts. 

As the only opportunity I had of col- 
lecting information, refpeCting this DiltriCt, 

was 
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was obtained by an EXCURSION, under- 
taken for the purpofe of viewing its pro- 
minent features, and of remarking the overt 
practices, which meet the eye of every 
Traveller, who looks attentively round 
him, — I will not attempt a digefted 
Regifter, either of the Diftridt, or its Rural 
Management ; but offer a Tranlcript of my 
Travelling Journal *. 

The route which I thought it proper to 
take, was from OkLhampton to Ha- 
Therley, Torrington, Biddeford, 
Barnstaple, South Moulton, and 
^crofs the Country to Dulverton (to 

catch 

* It is, however, with diffidence and feme reluilancc, 
I adopt this mode of publication. And I have only to 
fay, in its behalf, that the feries of remarks, which are 
here publifhed, arofe from fails and refleilions, that 
occurred, in paffing through the Diftriil under review; 
and were in general dittoed, while the feveral fubjecls of 
Remark — remained under the eye. 

The defeitive ftyle, in which they appear, is the con- 
venient one of a Journal, — or verbal J ketch book. It is 
concife ; and the pronoun, or the verb, which may fre- 
quently be venting, is readily to be underjiood. If the 
firft perfon were ufed, egotifm would difguft : if the 
fecond (as it is in the ordinary ftyle of Journals) fenfe 
would be facriiiccd. 
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catch a view of Exmoor and the fine 
fcenery of its Environs) ; and thence, tq 
Bampton and Tiverton. 

OKEHAMPTON 

AND ITS 

ENVIRONS, 

SUNDAY 14 SEPTEMPER, I794, 

THE TOWN, well fized and refpeft- 
able, confidering the reclufenefs of its 
fituation, is feated in a deep bafon, broken 
into three parts, by the narrow wooded 
vallies of the Oke and its two principal 
branches : the former winding towards the 
North, the latter fpreading wide to the 
Eaft and Weft; and embracing, as with 
arms, the Northern point of the Dartmore 
Mountain j which here forms a flattened 
Rage, of confiderable extent and elevation ; 
overlooking the town, and forming one fide 
of the bafon in which it is fituated. The 
face of the fteep is finely hung with wood ; 
— moftly large full-headed Oaks ; being 

part 
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part of the ancient demefne lands, belong- 
ing to the Cadle of Okchampton ; whole, 
ruins dill occupy a peninfular hillock that 
faces this bold woody deep •, being divided 
from it by the Wedern branch of the Oke. 
The fcenery truly alpine. 

Sheep, of a diminutive fize, are grazing 
among the ruins of the Cadle. Various in 
head, as thofe of Well Devonshire and 
Cornwall. Some of them refembling very 
much, in head and carcafe, the lize apart, 
the improved breed of Dorfetlhire. 

The Site of the Callle, and the deep rug- 
ged height, on the face of which it flood, 
appears to be cornpofed of llatey rock, 
Similar to that of Well and South Devon- 
shire. 

Upon this eminence, and on the Wellem 
brink of the Bafon, . Hands the principal 
Church of Okehampton : proudly lituated ; 
and forming a good object from the oppo- 
site height ; making one feature of a line 
landfcape, ' v . . . , 

The entire Environs, and the views 
from them are rich and beautiful ■, but the 
Scale is fmall., A truly monadic Situation ; 

-—rich 
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—rich and reclufe — yet, I believe, without 
the veflige of a monaflery ! 

The fertile fwells are now loaded with 
grafs and fome of them flocked with good 
Cows, of the North Devonshire breed. But 
little corn and mofl of this is flill in the 
field. The North fide of a Mountain 
Diflridt is naturally liable to a backwardneis 
of climature. j 

* 

O K E H A M PTON 

TO 

• .. t 

TORRINGTON. 

(47 Miles) 

MONDAY 15 SEPTEMBER, 1794: 

'■ ■ V • ' > 7 ' ; 

ASCEND, by a deep ill conducted road, 
the Weflern banks of the Oke, and leave 
the cultivated Environs, at one mile from 
the "Town. 

Delightful morning ! ' 

The Okehampton hounds are gone out, 
towards the hills of Dartmore, another pack 

* . 1 - now 
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now pafs the carriage, towards the oppofite 
hills. A finely wild fporting country; 

Enter an extenfive furze-grown Com- 
mon ; apparently well foiled* and the fub- 
foil rotten flate. Land fit for almoft any 
jjurpofe of Hufbandry. 

Several plots of this Common are now 
fodburnt and liming for Wheat ! The 
entire Common lies in narrow ridges, as if 
it had undergone the fame operation, and 
been fuffered to lay down again to reft, after 
one crop of corn had been thus taken. 

The Stock, now on this ill applied tra<ft; 
are fmall Sheep ; fimilar to thofe near 
Okehampton. 

A rich Valley opens to the right : to thd 
left^ a mixed Country ; marked by the 
Church of Ingerley : a pleating though 
gayly coloured objeft. But the morning 
is fine ; and Nature herfelf appearing gay, 
a white wafhed fteeple aftimilates with the 
fcene. 

Enter an inclofed, but rough, upland 
Country. 

Farm houfes and Cottages mean i moftly 
of mud and thatch. 

Hedgetnounds 
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Hedgemounds in the manner of Weft 
Devonfhire ; but not, in general, fo high. 

See red foil, in the valley to the right. 

More furze-covered Commons ; — highly 
improveable : a wafte of property to fuffer 
them to remain in their prefent unpro- 
ductive ftate. A patch of Wheat ftubble 
on one of thefe Commons, difcovers, in its 
own ftrength, that of the land. 

Some rubbifhly ill bred Cattle, on thefe 
Commons. The natural produce of com- 
monable lands. 

Crofs a cold clayey Dip ; and enter more 
extenfive Commons. Thoufands of acres 
of dwarf furze, which ought to be Tup- 
planted by Wheat, Beans, and Clover. 

Some Timber Trees feen fcattered over 
the Inclofures. 

Grafs Inclofures veiled for Wheat ; as in 
the South of Devonfhire. 

The fpring and the autumn furzes arc 
here intermixed, as in Cornwall and Weft 
Devonfhire. 

A billowy, wooded, Kentifh view opens 
to the left. 

A newly 
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A newly planted Hedgemound. The - 
plants as thick as the arm, and cut down to 
two or three feet high, as in W eft Devon- 
fiiire. The Hedgewoods Birch, Hazel, 
Alh. 

Enter a cold-foiled Woodland Diftriib 
Inftance of Scotch Firs planted on this cold 
retentive foil ! 

Still more extenfive trails of dwarf furze. 
Notonly the Commons, but fome Inclofures, 
are cropped with this unprofitable plant 5 
the whole of thefe furze grounds lying in 
narrow Wheat ridgee. 

The common Sheep, here, are fmall and 
moftly polled. 

A large parcel of hewn Timber, fit for 
Ship Building, collected by the fide of the 
road. 

The fubfoil of thefe Commons is a red 
clayey gravel. 

Enter an inclofed, red foiled plot of 
Country, — the immediate Environs of 

Hatherly : a mean market Town: 
jmoftly or wholly built with red earth and 
thatch. Some of the houfes white-walhed, 

others 
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bthers rough-call. Obferved Reed in 
fheaves ; as in the Weftern parts of the 
County. ' . 

A beautifully wooded Dip breaks, to the 
left : the valley of the Torridge. 

Leave the red foil, about a mile from 
Hatherly. The fubfoil a deep grouty 
fubble : red as oker. 

Enter a cold, vale Country. The fubfoil 
a pale coloured clay. 

A narrow flat of river-formed land. 

Buildings entirely of clay. 

Four Oxen, two Horfes, two Men, and 
a Boy, at plow ! 

A fhameful fall of young Timber. 

A charming broad wooded Bafon, now 
bpens to the Weft between Hatherly 
and Sheep wafh. 

A nd, now, a wide flat of Marfhes to the 
right ; apparently in a wild, negleCted, un- 
productive ftate. 

Hewifh, Sir James NorclifFs, appears 
bn the oppofite banks of thefe marfh lands. 

A bad Turnpike road traces a high ridge 
of cold white clay,-— commanding a llrongly 
featured country, 

• Vol. II. ’ E Ridges 
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Ridges of Lime and Earth, for Wheat* 
are common in the adjoining Inclofures.- 

Coppice Hedges univerfal. 

Defcend, byafteeproad, into a well foiled 
Dip of Land. The fubfoil flatey rubble, 
or rotten Hate rock. 

Very few Orchard Grounds in this 
Country. 

Alcend “ Padftow” Hill : an infulated 
eminence ; commanding a fine circle of 
views. To tire South, the Mountain of 
Dartmore riling bold to the view 1 , and 
forming a remarkably ftrong feature from 
this point. To the Eaft, the riling banks 
of the Oke and the Taw; apparently, well 
foiled, and well cultivated ; the foreground 
of this view, the Valley of “ Marland” — > 
or Marlhland, in a Rate of negleft,— much 
of it occupied by furze ; to appearance, 
highly improveable. To the North, a 
ridge of well foiled arable upland. To the 
Weft, a well wooded Diftrift. 

A delightful morning : with the Lark in 
full fong : — and with hounds in full cry ! 

A diftant view of the North Country, 
now begins to open. 

The 
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The Country, here, wholly inclofed: 
tnoftly in large fquare Devonjhire Fields. 1 

Pafled the firft Cart : drawn in the Cleve- 
land manner ! three horfes j one in the 
ihafts, the other two abreaft, and guided 
by reins : loaded with bark, for the port 
of Biddeford ; to be there {hipped for 
Ireland. 

Crofs a well timbered Hollow. Much 
valuable Ship Timber, in this Diftridt. 

Clofe woody lanes, — how tantalizing to 
a Traveller ! 

Enter a well foiled paffage ; moftly 
arable* Some patches of Turneps and 
Cloven 

Very few Field Potatoes in this Diftridh 

A Box : Winfcot : the firft Houfe I have 
pafied ; - in this ftage. 

Still a well foiled arable Country. Farms 
feemingly of good fize j and not ill culti- 
vated. 

Obferve feveral good Horfes* Bred 

in this Diftridt ? * 

Another paffage of good upland Country. 
Skirted by a cold rufhy bottom. 

E 2 Meet 
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Meet a firing of Lime ILorfes, front 
Biddefofd ; eight or ten miles. 

Lime, here, a prevailing manure. 

Hedgemounds increafe in height : this/ 
altogether, a South-Devonftiire-likeDiftrift- 

An extenfive view opens to the left. 

Inflance of a cropt Hedge. W hat a lofs 
to the Traveller, that the practice is not 
prevalent. 

Large white Pigs, in a good form. 

A fine view of the Valley of Torrington 
burfls upon the eye. 

Orchard Grounds encrcafe. 

A charming back view of the Valley 
above Torrington r well formed ground, 
happily enriched with wood and water. 

An extenfive and rich view, to the right/ 
including the Eaflern banks of the Taw. 

An ipflance of limed Grafsland. 

Dip down to the Bridge of Torrington. 

4 % 

General Remarks. 

TILE Townfhips, in this Rage, appear t<y 
be of the middle fize. The Churches, ii* 
general, tall and confpicuods. 


Of 
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Of the State of Inclofure, it may be faid, 

that about half the lands, which fall im- 

/ 

mediately under the eye, are inclofed ; 
the reft, in coarfe furzey Commons, capable 
of great improvement. 

The Fields are generally well fhaped, 
and well fized ; as in W eft and South 
Devonfhire. 

The Fences, throughout, are ftmilar to 
thofe in the Southern parts of the County. 
But the Mounds are fomewhat narrower and 
lower. 

Woodlands extensive. Oak the prevail- 
ing wood. Much fine Timber ; much alfo 
in a ftate of Coppice. 

The Orchard Grounds are few and fmall. 

The Arable Crops appear, by the ftubbles, 
to be chiefly Wheat and Oats : but alto- 
gether fmall, in proportion to the Grafs- 
Jands and Furze Grounds, which occupy 
fhis Line of Country ; efpecially towards 
Okehampton. 

The Climature fomewhat forwarder than 
fibout Okehampton, The crops moftly 
Jiaryefted, 

E 3 • The 
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The preparations, now going on for the 
next year’s crop of Wheat, are the very 
fame, here, as in the South of Devonfhire j 
namely, ley ground burnt and limed. 

Very few Cattle, or Sheep, are feen in 
the Inclofures ; which are now full of grafs. 

The ftate of Hufbandry, on the wliQle, is 
considerably below par. 


TORRINGTON 

> „ 

AND ITS 

ENVIRONS. 

THE TOWN is proudly fituated on the 
brink, and partly hanging on the brow, of 
the Eaftern bank of the Oke, It is a large 
inland Market Town ; but has no thorofare 
to fupport it. There is no porting inn, in 
the place ! and only one chaife kept for 
hire. Neverthelefs, the Town is neat, and 
the people alive. Circumftances to be ac- 
counted for, only, in the many family ren- 
dences, which appear in its neighbourhood, 
and which feldom fail to meliorate the 

manners 
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manners of every clafs of thofe, who fall 
within the fphere of their influence. 

The view from the flte of the Caflle — 
now a Bowling Green— is uncommonly 
fine. A wooded amphitheatre, richly di- 
verfified : with a lengthened bend of water 
in the middle ground : — and with fox- 
hounds in the woods ! 

TORRINGTON 

T O 

BIDDEFORD. 

(Seven Miles) 

MONDAY, 1^5 SEPTEMBER, 1794. 

A well foiled Common near the Town; 
flocked with fmall neat flieep. 

Pafs between well foiled Inclofures ; a 
rich and beautiful Country, 

Crofs a lovely wooded yalley : thriving 
Oak Timber ; well thinned, and fet out. 

A fmall Yorkfhire plow. The firft I 
l^ave obferved in the County. 

E 4 The 
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The furface broken, abruptly, into hil^ 
and dale : a truly Danmonian palTage. 

Surmount a clean upland Country. The 
fubflratum brown rufly rock. 

Reach the fummit of the rid^e : a furze- 
grown wafte. A broad view of the Briftol 
Channel meets the eye ; with extenfive 
land views, on either fide. On the one 
hand, Hartland Point is a prominent and 
ftriking feature ; on the other, Exmore ? 
riles boldly to the view. 

Defcend towards Biddeford. 

Meet firings of Lime Horfes, with pack- 
faddles and bags of Lime. Alfo two-horfe 
Carts, with Lime and Sea fand. 

General Remark. 

This Paflage of Country, in Soil, Surface, 
and apparent General Management, per- 
fectly refembles the South- Weflern parts 
of Devon (hire. 

•. j . . , , \ . i < * 
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BIDDEFORD 

AND ITS 

ENVIRONS. 

TUESDAY^ l6 SEPTEMBER, 1794. 

THE Town is remarkably forbidding. 
Meanly built houfes (timber, brick, or 
mud, covered with bad Hate or thatch) » 
ftuck againft a fteep hill. The ftreets, of 
courfe, "are aukivard ; and moll of them are 
parrow. • In the vacant fpaces between the 
ftreets, inwienfe piles of furze faggots rife, 
in the fhape of houfes, and make the 
houfes themfelves appear more like hovels 
than they really are. 

Thefe dangerous piles of fuel are for the 
life of the pottery, for which only, I believe, 
this Town is celebrated : chiefly, or wholly, 
the coarfer kinds of earthen ware. 

The Bridge of Biddeford is an extraor- 
dinary ere&ion : a high thick wall, run 

acrofs 
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acrofs the river or narrowed eftuary ; with 
Gothic gateways, here and there, to let the 
water paf$. 

The tide out : many men employed in 
loading packhorfes, with fand, left in the 
bed of the river : and, in every vacant 
corner about the Town, comports of earth, 
mud, allies, &c. are feen. Shell fand is faid 
to be plentiful on the coaft ; but little, if 
any of it, is brought up this river. 

On the rtiore of the eftuary, oppofite to 
the Town, are feyeral limekilns, now in full 
work. Numbers of packhorfes, and a few 
carts, loading, or waiting for loads. The 
ftone, chiefly, and the culm with which it 
is burnt, wholly, brought acrofs the chan- 
nel, from the coaft of Wales, The kilns 
limilar to thofe of Weft Devonlhire. This 
ljme is carried fourteen or fifteen rpiles $ 
chiefly on horfeback. 


Stroli. 


Digitized by Google 



NORTH DEVONSHIRE. $9 


Stroll upon the High lands, tothe 

South and West of the Town, 

The fubfoil of the fklrts of the hill, is $1 
Slate rubble, A bafe kind of Slate is ufed 
^s a covering. 

Some charming views, from the midway 
flages of this eminence, To the North, 
the conflux of the eftuaries of the Taw and 
the Oke, — backed by the cultivated hills pf 
the coaft. To the South, a beautiful bend 
of the narrowing eftuary of the Oke, loling 
itfelf in the winding wooded valley of that 
river ; fkreened, on either hand, by wooded 
heights, and backed by wilder diftances. 
Each of thefe views is worthy of the pencil. 
The former is grand ; but the latter is more 
pitturable, as a landfcape. The home 
views, bn every fide, are pleafing. The 
furface finely broken ; refembling that in 
the environs of Bridport ; but the features 
are larger, and the lines lefs abrupt. 

The foil, of this midway of the fwell, is 
a fertile well coloured loam ; on a pale and 
Wronger fubfoil. 

The 


Digitized by Google 



60 BIDDEFORD and its ENVIRONS.- 


The whole country is inclofed ; moftly 
in large fields, with coppice fences — cut 
down by the wind : a circumftance more 
favorable to the admirers of natural land- 
fcape, than to the huftandman, 

No hedgerow timber : but a few groups 
of trees are fcattered on the hills. The 
fteep banks of the Oke, are chiefly hung 
With coppice wood. 

The farm produce chiefly grafs ; with 
fome little corn ; and moft of it ftill out ! 

The ftock, obfervable from this ftation, 
are cattle and fheep. The former in herds, 
as if the farms were large. The flieep are 
above the middle fize, — and moftly polled. 

Nearer the fummit of the hill, the land 
is colder,' and the herbage coarfe : abound- 
ing with Marfh Fleabane and other aquatic- 
weeds. But the fummit itfelf is again dry, 
found, and tolerably well foiled. 

A wide circle of views are feen, from 
an Objedt Houfe (in ruins) near the fummit, 
A very extenfive view opens to the South 
Baft. But the horizon is too hazy to trace 
it to its fartheft diftance. To the South 
Weft, a ftrongly featured upland Diftridt y 

. large 
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large well turned cultivated fwells, fepa- 
rated, and the face of the country diver- 
fified, by winding wooded vallies, in the 
bed: dyle of Kent or Herefordfhire j with 
tall and dately towers of Churches fcattered 
over the wide fpreading feene. 

On the upper dages of this eminence, 
and in defeending its Wedern declivity, 
I obferved many young horfes ; much of 
the Yorkflnre breed j but fomewhat Ihorter 
and thicker. 

Alfo fome good North Devondiire cows. 


BidOeford Market. 

t 

A few fat, and fome dore cattle ; with 
three or four heifers and calves. The 
heifers fomewhat fmall ; but neat ; and 
with remarkably fine bags ! the mod pro- 
inifing appearance of milk, that I have ob- 
ferved, in the Devondiire breed of cattle. 

A few fheep, and two or three colts 
(weaned foals) in haiters. 

The Corn Market well filled with long 
t-wo-bu(hel bags ; chiefly of wheat. 

The 
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The fhambles full of good mutton * 
With a fcanty fhow of beef. 

Salmon in confiderable plenty ; but no 
fea fifh ! 

The women’s market well fupplied. 

Cart loads of country bread* expofed iri 
the market place, for fale. A market 
article, this, which I have not before ob~ 

Upon the whole, the Market of Bidde- 
ford may be fet down as very refpedtable.- 


Stroll Upon the rising grounds, on 
the North side of the Town* 

Thefe grounds are feparated from the 
hill on which the Town is fituated, by a 
creek of marfhland, in its natural Hate, as 
formed by the tide ; excepting a plot of 
feven or eight acres, which is now em- 
banking : an operation, which, if it were 
carried on, with proper exertion , could not 
fail to pay threefold for the money expend- 
ed. If the men, who are employed upon 

it. 
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it, may be confidered as a fample of the 
Laborers of North Devon, they exceed, in 
idlenefs, their Countrymen of the Weft. 

A low bank, thrown up acrofs thefe 
marfhlands, furnifhes, at once, a fafe road, 
and gives effect to a tide mill, fituated near 
one end of it. 

A rich loamy foil to the very fummit of 
this hill : a narrow ridge. 

A good view of the Bay of Barnftaple, and 
its finely diverfified coaft : here, a flat 
fhore ; there fteep lofty cliffs. 

Some charming near views are feen from 
thefe grounds. Tapley (Mr. Cleveland’s) 
a fine fituation, is feen with advantage. 

The entire environs are ftudded with 
hoitfes : fome of them fubftantial ; others 
neat. Yet ftill we find the Town itfelf a 
contraft to Torrington. The influence 
even of half a fcore families is not fufficicnt 
to burnifh the appearance and manners of a 
fmall feaport Town, in a remote fituation. 1 


General 
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General RemArks; 

*fhe climafure of this DirtriCt is evi- 
dently later, than that of Well Devonlhire: 
much of the corn* grown in it* is yet out 1 

There are few orchards in thefe environs; 

Several carts appear; but no waggons; 
Packhorfes are chiefly prevalent; 

The hate of hulbandry is on a par, with 
that of the reft of the County, I have yet 
feen ; or fomewhat luperior : a laudable 
afliduity, in collecting and mixing manures^ 
, is Angularly c-Onfpicuous. 

On a general view of the DiftriCt, at this 
feafbn, it refembles South Devonfhire, fa 
much, with refpeCt to natural characters, 
and Farm Management, that,- in a regiftef 
of their Rural Economy, they might well be 
confidered as one and the ‘fame Diftri&i 
excepting an obfervable lupfcribrity in thd 
breeds of cattle and liorfes,- in this part of 
the County ; and except a fomewhat freer 
ufe of wheel carriages, here, than in the 
South Hams, and Weft Devonftiire. 

' BIDDEFORD' 
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BIDDEFORD 

T O 

BARNSTAPLE. 

(Eight miles.) 

WEDNESDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER, 1794. 

ANOTHER broken billowy Diftrid: 
high rotund fwells, feparated by deep 
narrow vallics. 

The materials of thefe hills appear to be 
chiefly rotten (late, or rufty flate-ftone 
rubble, fimilar to that of Weft Devonlhire 
and Cornwall. 

Creeks of marfhland branch out of the 
eftuary of the Taw : the foil of thefe 
marfhlets is fomewhat reddifh. Now 
flocked with cattle. But they are at pre- 
fent in a rough unreclaimed ftate, and 
appear to be highly improveable. . 

The road of ftone, and remarkably good. 

Vol. II. F The 
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The ferns of corn flacks thatched with 
reed. 

Leave a fweet woody dell, to the right. 

A ftuccOed barn l mud- Wall plaiflered. 

A breed of remarkably tall white Pigs. 

Roof heaps of lime and earth compoft, 
on unbroken fward. For Wheat ? 

Pafs over a well-foiled upland country : 
the fubflratum earthy flate, up to the foil. 

A few flone buildings obfervable. 

High mound coppice hedges, full of 
growth. 

The timber trees, on this Jide of the 
County, are remarkably fhorn with the 
Northweji wind. - • 

The. wide valley of the Taw opens 
to the view, — and the nature of the Country 
changes, from clean found land, to a cold 
aquatic foil : alder fwamps, rufhy inclofures, 
and rough furze grounds ; with much oak 
wood. The coppices in general healthy.; 
but the timber much injured by the coldnefs 
of the fubflratum, and the winds from the 
fea. One wood compleatly flag-headed : 
a wafle of property to let it tland. 

Meet feveral flocks of “ Exmore” lambs ; 

many 
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many hundreds ; invariably horned j and, 
moftly, even in carcafe ; on their way to 
the Northweft of Devonshire, and the 
North of Cornwall, to their winter pafture. 

An inftance of coppice' wood, on a flat 
furface ; as in Kent and Suflex : the firft 
inftance of it, I have obferved, in the Weft 
of England. 

Enter on the defcent into the vale, or 
valley, of Barnftaple. 

A large field breaft-plowed, and now 
burning. 

Still a cold foiled, well timbered Dif- 
trift. Much furze-grown rough ground ; 
which appears to be very capable of im- 
provement. 

See a heath-covered knoll, to the right. 
Good cows ; moftly of a dark blood-red. 
colour. 

Towards the foot of the hill, the land 
improves. A broad flat of meadows and 
marfhlands. 

Good grazing cattle, in rich marfhes. 

Some large houfes are feen, among the 
fine fcenery, on the oppofite banks of the 
valley. 

F 1 The 
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The bridge of Baf nftaplt is fimilar to that 
of Biddefcrd. 

r • . . 

General Remarks. 

The cKmature improves ; no com ob- 
fervable in the field, in this flage. 

The prodace — arable crops, grafs, wood, 
and roughets of furze, and rubbrfh. 

Townfhips — apparently large. 

The whole Country inclofed j— mofily, 
£ large fquare fields. 
k The farms apparently of a good fize. 

The fences truly Danmonian. 

The cattle, which appeared, are of a 
good fort. But not fuperior to what I ex- 
petted to have feen, in this neighbourhood. 

No Sheep obferved, in the inclofures : 

Nor wheel carriages, on the road. 

In the general Bate of hufbandry, nothing 
new ftruck me, in this palTage of country. 

The moll obvious improvement, of which 
it appears to be capable, is that of draining, 
burning, and fallowing, the cold rough 
lands. 


BARN- 
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BARNSTAPLE 

A N D I T S 

ENVIRONS. 

THE day inceflantly rainy, and ill cal- 
culated for pedeftrian examinations. 

The Town is refpe&able. The ftreets 
are wider and better laid out, than thofe of 
old Towns generally are. Many of the 
houfes are fubftantially built of brick. 
But the covering, here, is of the fame 
mean-looking Hate, as that which is in ufe 
at Biddeford, 

Leith carts and Highland fledges (or im- 
plements very much refembling them!) 
are feen in the ftreets of Barnftaple. 

Some fmall craft in the river, and in a 
creek which wafties one fide of the Town. 
And two fmall veflels on the Stocks. 

Pilton, a pleafant village, adjoins to Barn- 
ftaple. 

F 3 A bq!4 
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A bold Promontory, which rifes abruptly 
in the center of the broad valley, above the 
Town, — fevering the Taw from the Brook 
of Pilton and its fweetly winding woody 
Dell, — forms a ftriking feature, among the 
affemblage of pi&urable fcenes, which the 
environs of Barnflaple appear, even through 
the dim medium of rain, to be capable of 
affording. 


.. . . -BARNSTAPLE 

TO 

» .. ••■'H'*-." 

SOUTH MOULTON. 

. . ' . . * yk* • : T « ..." • 1. . 

(Eleven Miles.) 

- ' tasfo.’ . v-c ■ jf v v 

**+ i/T.‘ f T' ym ‘ ,:i x \ * ,• f r ; 

WEDNESDAY, IJ SEPTEMBER, 1794. 

A RICH flat of meadows and marsh- 
lands, above the T own •, nearly a mile wide : 
evidently formed by the tide and floods. 

The Country, on either fide, pidturably 
broken, and well wooded. 

Some fine Cows ncyv in the meadows. 

• > . Sea 
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■ ' . 

Sea fand compoft is here in ufe. 

- Pafs through Newport, a large village; 

The Buildings chiefly Earth and Thatch j 
but jfome Brick, Stone, Slate, and Pantile, 
in ufe, ‘ ‘ 

The breed of very tall white Pigs ftill 
continues. - •* 

Meet more Exmore Lambs going Weft- 
ward to their wintering grounds. 

The day is fet in for rain 5 yet the appear- 
ance of the Country is delightful beyond, 
defcription. Perhaps rain, as varnifh, t 
mellows the Views. 

The fubftratum, here, flatey rock ; worn 
into hollow ways. 

Lofty fwells productive to their fummits, 
as thofe of the South Hams. ' ' '* 

The prevailing fubfoil, flatey rubble. 

A valley opens to the left ; richly foiled, 
well cultivated, and flocked with fine cattle. 

Some large orchards' in this valley. 

Clofe woody hedges, with fome timber 
in them, 

The roads in a fhameful ftate : evidently 
injured by the hedges. Why is not the 
Law enforced ? In this Country, where 
F 4 wood- 
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woodlands abound, and where coals may 
be had at a reafonable rate ; no ferious evil 
could arife were ail the hedges in it Ihom 
to their mounds. 

^ land comports are ftill feen by the 
fid^pf the road (5 miles from “ Barum”). 

* K *fflp A 

ft finall wafte hillock appears to the 
right. • * 

The fubrtratum — a mafs of rock, broken 
into chequers, — and riling to the foil* 

Get a broad view of the rich and beauti- 
ful Valley of Swimbridge. 

A large flock of Sheep appear on its bife. 
Inftance of Oats now green as Grafs 1 
the fecond inftance obferved ? 

A wide view opens to the Eaft ; but is 
curtailed by the hazeynefsof theatmofphere. 

Rich grafsland, to the fummits of the 
fwells. 

The Valley of the Taw opens, at forne 
diftance to the right : a wooded Diftridt. 

A fine back view of the Eftuary and its 
banks : broad, but grand, and pidturable. 

An obvious improvement, in the line of 
road. The hill is crofted, when its bafe 
might be traced nearly on the level. 


The 
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The fields in this Country, as in the South 
of Devonfhire, appear to be large in pro- 
portion to the Farms. 

A breed of fmall fheep ; apparently -With 
fine wool. 

Rock and (late rubble rife to the foil of 
rich grafsland. 

Grazing Cattle, on the higher hills; as 
in the South Hams, 

Meet a pair of wheels : the firft from 
Biddeford. 

The road improves. 

A fweet Country ; but moft difficult to 
be feen ! A diftant view, at length, opens 
to the Eaft. 

Black Limeflone road : tolerably good. 

Philley, Lord Fortefcue’s noble place, 
breaks at once upon the eye: a finely wooded 
bafon. The Timber abundant, andfeem-. 
ingly well fet out, 

A herd of young cattle, and a flock of 
fheep, in the grounds about the houfe. 

The Farmery large ; belpeaking a fuit-. 
able portion of demefne in hand. 

A very 
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'.Avery deep quarry of black Limeftone. 
Similar, in appearance, to the Chudleigh 
‘marble : but the color is lefs bright. ‘ 

. This capacious quarry is not lefs than 
fifty feet deep. The ftones are brought up 
from the lower depths on horfeback j and 
the water raifed by a horfe pump; >- - 
Tafs a ftringuaf two-horfe carts, guided 
with reins, in the Cleveland manner ! Has 
a colony of Clevelanders formerly fettled in 
North Devonshire, and brought with them 
their carts and horfes ? See page 51. , 

. ‘Vile roads again : and in the neighbour- 
hood of a great map’s refidence ! But, per- 
haps, his Lordfhip’s Lime Work is the 
principal caufe of the evil. The color of 
the materials, and the ftate in which they at 
prefent lie, give them every appearance of 
roads to Coal pits. 

Still an inclofed, well fqiled Country, 

. A ftatelyTow'er, proudly fituated. North 
Moulton? - ' " \ ‘ 

Mount a rich well turned fwell, and enter 
the Town of South Moulton, 

SOUTH 
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SOUTH MOULTON 

AND ITS 

ENVIRONS. 

THURSDAY, l8 SEPTEMBER, I794. 


THE TOWN, which confifts of a fpa- 
cious well built Market Place, furrounded 

N 

with inferior ftreets, caps a rotund hillock, 
lituated among other hillocks of a fimilar 
nature, and wearing fimilar appearances j 
rich and beautiful in a fuperior degree. 

The foil a rich greazy loam. 

The fubfoil pale rubble, or rotten Hate, 
or a kind of foft checkered rock. 

Some wood in the vallies ; but not one 
acre of unproductive land, to be feen, in 
the neighbourhood. One of the fineft 
farming DiftriCts in the Kingdom. 

Walked towards the Barton of Gfeat Hill 
to view Mr. T rigg’s Breed of Cattle ; which 
is reckoned one of the firft in this neigh- 
bourhood. 
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bourhood. And the Diftrift of South 
Moulton is fpoken of as the firft, for the 
North Devonshire breed. 

Saw fix of his Cows. All of them good. 
One of them fu'perior to the reft : remark- 
able in the carcafe ; weli Joined, wide at 
the hips, and fquare in the quarters ; with 
a fine head and bone. The horns alfo fine, 
and fhorter than ordinary. The color a 
lightifh blood-red ; the reft darker, and 
moftly with fmqkey faces. All of them 
low op their legs : a fize between the Qlo-! 
cefterfhire and the Herefordfhire. 

The day is too tempeftuous, to keep the 
field : and I have already gained a fufficient 
idea of the North Devonfhire breed of 
Cattle. A farther examination might gra- 
tify ; but could not inftruft ; they are 
evidently a fuperior variety of the middle- 
horned breed. And are of courfe one of 
the firft breeds of Cattle in the Ifiand. " 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 

ON THE COUNTRY BETWEEN BIDDEFORD 
AND SOUTH MOULTON, INCLUDING 
THEIR ENVIRONS. 

IN a general view of this Line of Country, 
-^-whether we attend to the height or 
formation of its furface,-— to its foil, its 
fubftrata (a Ihort palfage on the Wert of 
Barnrtaple excepted), or their prefent pro- 
duce to the ftate of inclofure, the rtze or 
fhape of fields, or the nature of their fences, 
— to the fpecies of arable crops (no trace 
of the bean crop or other article of pulle 
now obfervable) j or the manner of pro- 
ducing them (fo far as it appears at this 
feafon) ; or to the liveftock or animals of 
labor (except as above excepted*) — it fo 
perfectly refembles the Diftridt of South 
Devonfhire, that they might be conceived 
to have once been united ; and to have been 
forcibly feparated, and thrown into their 

prefent 

* See P. 64. 
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prefent fituations, by the Mountain of 
Dartmore, in one of Nature’s eonvulfive 
paroxifms, having broken them afunder, 
and placed itfelf in the^reachi 

„ > ■ . . ^ , ... ... "A ' 

SOUTH MOULTON 

T O 

DULVERTON. ' - •* 

•*; « -» • -? 

• - ■ •* •»>./'• ■* ■ • • 

(Thirteen Miles) 

THURSDAY, l8 SEPTEMBER, I794. 

AT Iefs than two miles from the Town, 
leave its fertile Environs. 

A pretty but unproductive valley to the 
left : alders, rufhesj and rough grounds. 

Climb the fide of this valley. The fub- 
ftratum clofd rock, up to the foil : no inter- 
vening rubble, or other earthy fubfoil : the 
, land lean, and the produce weak : a con- 
trail: to the neighbouring lands ; though the 
jails appear to be fimilar. 

Another rainy day, with a ftorm of wind. 

Meet 
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Meet a drove of cart horfes; and a flying 
of faddle horles, on their way to the Fair .of 
Barnftaple ; the property of a Dorfetfhire 
Dealer. •* . wiA • • . . . /' - ' 

Mount a rough furze-grown height, an 
extenfive Common,-— and catch a broad 
view to the South : apparently, a cold in- 
fertile Diftridt. 

Bend to the left, from the Tiverton 
road; and enter narrow woody lanes, barely 
pervious, by a carriage. 

Break out of this pafs, into other Com- 
mons; and nearly approach the heaths of 
Exmore ; a narrow valley only intervening. 

Exmcre, in this point of view, is with- 
out feature ; appears as a flat, ' or at moft, 
a tamely billowy heath. Its hills fcarcely 
rife above the cultivated fwells that environ 
them. This fide of it, at lead, has not a 
trait of the Mountain character. 

Wind along the brink of the valley. 
The oppofite banks apparently well foiled 
and well cultivated ; though they form the 
immediate fkirtsor margin of the Moor. 

. Some wooded Dells branch out of the 
valley. . . : 

Sheep 
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Sheep on thefe Commons, limilar to thofe 
of Weft Devonfhire and Cornwall ! part 
horned; part hornlefs. - 

See corn in arrifti mows ; Or fmall field 
ftacks. 

Trace a ridge of cold land ; a woodland 
foil ; and leave a fimilar dip to the right. 

Enter and fkirt a wide fern-grown Com- 
mon : large plots of fern now in fwath. 
Alfo dwarf furze, and fome heath. The 
foil deep and culturable. 

Approach ftill nearer the Exmore Heaths : 
now crimfoned with blofloms ; which 
brighten as the day clears up. 

- The foil of the Moor Skirts fome what 
red. 

Laid out in large fquare Danmonian 
Fields. Much of it in a ftate of arable land : 
a few T urneps. 

The valley widens, and breaks into well 
foiled hillocks. The two parishes of Eaft 
and Weft Anftey appear to be in a good 
ftate of culture. Several plowed fields ; 
apparently clean fallows. . 

Meet firings of Lime Herfes ; from 
Hampton Lime Works. 


Several 
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Several inftances of good young Cattle, 
6f the North Devon Breed. 

Building Materials-^— Earth and Thatch : 
an entire fuite of hew Farm Buildings, juft 
finifhed, of thefe materials. 

Lofe fight of the Exmore Hills j but ftill 
keep the brink of the valley ; having en- 
joyed a tolerably level road for feveri or 
eight miles ! 

Holly abounds in this cold fituatioh : it 
is feen to mix frequently with the Alder. 

Leave the high ground, and defcend into 
the valley. Subfoil flatey rubble. 

Stirring Wheat Fallows, with four oxen : 
the firft oxen, and the firll plow, I have feen 
at work, in North Devonfhire ! 

Narrow Wheat ridges, as in Weft 
Devonlhire. 

The road, of black Limeftone, is narrow 
but well laid out. 

Thick polled Sheep, as in the South 
Hams. 

Inftance of watering Grafsland : the 

firft I have obferved, in North Devonfhire. 

“ Dunftone,” and good Grafsland, as 
about Moulton. 

Vol. II. G A Lime 
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A Lime kiln : black done, lodged among 
<r Dunflone.” 

Some tolerably large Orchards ; with 
low Devonjhire trees ; though within the 
County of Somerfct. 

Another Sea, or rather Bay, of. rich 
Danmonian fwells. 

Approach Dulverton; by another 
Gothic bridge. 

A . 

* * • . V 

DULVERTON. • 

• 4 • 

AND ITS 

ENVIRONS. 

THIS fmall Market Town is fituated in 
a deep narrow valley ; chiefly near its bafe, 
but fomewhat climbing up its Eaftern bank. 
The Church confpicuous and neat; and 
the place altogether, has a plain, neat, and 
pleafing appearance : and immediately 

below the Town is a fmall place, Pickfton r 
belonging to the.Ackland family. 

The approach from Moulton is Angularly 
flriking. Pickfton, a plain drefied place* 

flrft 
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firft meets the eye ; and immediately the 
Town, equally unfufpedted, burfts abruptly 
into the fequefteted fcene : a rich and 
beautiful Bafon, hemmed in on every fide j 
the valley to the North being clofed with 
fteep winding banks hung with Coppice 
wood j and, on the other hand, the riling 
grounds and woods ofPickfton forman im- 
pervious Ikreen ; the Exmofe Hills juft 
fhowing themfelves above the ' middle 
ground of the view ; a meek, modeft, lovely 
little pidture; 


• Walk upon the Hill ab&ve the 
Town. 

A charming view, from the midway of 
the fteep* of the valley below (in this point 
of view alfo clofed in as a bafon), including 
Pickfton; 

Reach a deferted place of view, on the 
fummit of the hill ; and catch a moft in- 
terefting detail of the winding valley of 
Dunlbrook ; the eye tracing it within the 
tvilds of Exmore : fteep, narrow, and 

G 2 thickly 
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thickly wooded j with a flip or coomb, of 
water formed land, waving with the dream ; 
a finely alpine fcene. 

At a fharp bend of the valley, imme- 
diately under the eye, and facing a long 
reach, that points to the North Wed, the 
Coppice wood is cut down, by the wind, in 
a very fingular manner ; even at this dif- 
tance — twelve or fifteen miles — from the 
Sea. But the bleak air of Exmore may, 
alone, be equal to produce the effedt. 

The foil of this Eminence is dark-co- 
lored and fertile, to its highed ridge. 

Large fatting Wedders now grazing upon 
it. 

Some fine Cows, on a neighbouring 
fwell. 

Whichever way the eye is turned, it 
meets with fomething rich or beautiful. 
But perhaps its judgement has been warped 
by meeting with more than was expedted. 
The dyle of fcenery is fingular. There is 
much in the fituation of Dulverton that 
reminds me of Blair of Athol; though, in 
fcenery, they fomewhat differ. 

DULVERTON 
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DULVERTON 

T O 

TIVERTON. 

(Thirteen Miles) 

THURSDAY, l8 SEPTEMBER, 1 794- 


PASS under Pickfton Houfe, a low white 
building, within a deer paddock. 

Many Iheep obferyable in the bafon of 
Dulverton : all thick-carcafed, and polled. 

Obferve feveral wheel carriages, — carts 
and waggons r ^-on this road, and in Dul- 
verton : on their way to and from Minehead, 
and other parts of the Coaft, 

Three-wheeled barrows, drawn by 
horfes j ufed in fetting about manure. 

Beginning to fow wheat. Shovel out the 
interfurrows ; as in Weft Devonftiire. 

The valley contracts, and the tall im- 
pending trees, with which its fides are hung, 

G 3 appear 
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appear to clofe it, as below Blair *. But, 
breaking through this pafs , a wide valley, 
diverfified with bold refund knolls, is 
entered. 

Lime horfes feen creeping up the fteep 
fides of the hills, 

More good Cows in the valley. • . 

The road good, and the day fine. 

The foil of this paflage is redifh ; — the 
fubfoil rubble, the lower ftratum rock : . 
feldom-failing criteria of fertile land. 

Leave the valley, and fufmount a rough 
furze-grown height. 

A few large Beeches fcattered over this 
Diftridt. 

Catch a good back vievy of Exmore, and 
feem to leave it. • ; 

A wide view opens to the South Weft. 

Still keep the' hills j a well foiled, upland 
Diftridt. 

See the Exe, at fame diftance, winding at 
the foot of a tall ftcep woody bank ; a 
paftage of natural fcenery,— Iketched with 
a broad free pencil. 

Defcen4 

* A Seat of the Duke of Athol, in the Perthfhir^ 
Highlands. 
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Defcend precipitoufly into another fertile 
and reclufe plot of Country ; — the beautiful 
Environs of Bampton. 

Bampton — a lmall mean market town ; 
overlooked by an ex ten five Lime work, 
whofe ragged excavations and heaps of 
rubbifh feem to confpire with the town to 
disfigure this fweetly defigned paflage of 
Nature. But the face of a Country cannot 
be disfigured to a better purpofe, than that 
of contributing to its improvement. Thefe 
works are faid to have been carried on, time 
immemorial, for the purpofes of hufbandry. 

The flrata of thefe Quarries’ lie fteeply 
{helving. The Limeftone, in thick feams 
of large irregular blocks ; divided by thin 
feams of redilh bale Hone ; and by thicker 
flrata of brown earth ; fome of it fcrft and 
light as foot ! and foils the fingers as loot 
or oker; having every appearance of a 
valuable pigment. The workmen call it 

rotten Hone.” , 

The fione, in general appearance, re- 
fembles that of Chudleigh; darkly colored, 
and interlperled with white veins ; but the 
Bampton Hone has a purplilh call, and 

G 4 fparkles 
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fparkles with micaceous particles, and is of 
a loofer texture, than that of Chudleigh. 

The rubbifh of the Quarries is carried 
out on horfeback ; and the ftone drawn up 
Jo the kilns, in three wheeled horse 
barrows; — which, an old Laborer tells 
me, have been ufed, in this Country, beyond 
memory. 

The conftruCtion and dimenfions of one 
of thefe barrows are as follow : The form is 
that of the common old-fafhioned wheel- 
barrow of mod DiftriCts. The iides nearly 
upright, fomewhat fpreading outward, and 
projecting behind the body of the barrow ; 
and are there ihaped into handles ; for the 
purpofe of moyiqg it, by hand ; pr adjuft- 
ing it readily to the required fituation. The 
hind wheel? are fitted upon a fquare axle, 
which is placed under the hind part of the 
body of the implement ; and which turns 
found with them, as that of the Highland, 
and Cumberland cart. The fore wheel has 
a drag chain adapted to it, to check the 
motion of the carriage in defeent, The 
three are nearly of the fame fize and con- 
firuCtion : namely, each a circle pf thick 

plank, 
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plank, about two feet diameter, and bound 
with iron. The width of the body of the 
barrow is three feet, behind, two feet fix 
inches, before, and four feet long. The 
depth of the fides, and of the head and tail 
boards, twelve inches. The headboard 
leans fomewhat forward, oyer the fore 
wheel; which is rather fmaller than the 
hind ones, and turns on iron fpindles, in- 
ferted in the part of the fides which project 
before the body of the barrow ; as in the 
ordinary wheelbarrow. The draft is by 
common crane-neck ftaples, fixed on the 
outfide of the fore part of the implement, 
near the pivots of the fore wheel *. 

The fuel of thefe Limeworks is Welch 
culm, fetched, by land, from Watchet, 
fixteen miles. 

Draw 

* Bamptcn barrow. This implement might be 
ufed with great advantage, on many occafions ; efpecially 
in moving earth, or other heavy loofe materials, a fhort 
fhftance. It is more manageable, by hand, than thcGurry 
Butt of Weft Devonlhire, and carries a much greater 
load. I traced it from Dulverton to Tiverton; and faw 
one near Taunton. I have not obfcrved it, in any other 
part of the Ifland. 
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Draw the kilns, withheartlhaped thovels, 
formed of parallel bars, as the gridiron ; the 
interfpaces fuffering the alhes and fmall 
lime to drop through ; and thus cleaning 
the Hone lime, at an eafy expence of labor. 
The price of ftone lime, three (hillings 
the hoglhcad ; — of the allies, two lhillings, 
for the ufe of the Mafon ! 

Several orchard grounds, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bampton. 

Afcend a long deep hill, and catch 
another back view of Exmore, and of the 
finely diverfified environs of Bampton and 
Pulverton. 

Reach a rough, improveable, red-foiled 
height ; from which Dartmore, for the firlt 
time, is feen rifing to the view. 

The Exe ffcill continues to wind among 
high upland fwelis, which rife on either _ 
fi de of it : the furface gently billowy ; the 
Downs of the Southern Counties, or the 
\Volds of Yorkfhire, in a (late ofinclofure. 

The Soil, Subfoil, and Road, red. 

A dunged fallow ; the fir 11 obferved, in 
this journey, . 

field 
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Field ftacklets common. 

Pafs between Beechen coppice-hedges. 

The Vale of Expter burfts open, 
with fine effect. Alfo a broad view of the 
more Eaftern confines of Devonshire pre- 
fents itfelf. 

Now, a rich Vale view, of the Bradnich 
quarter of the Vale of Exeter, is fpre&d under 
the eye. 

Defcend, by a long broken fteep, to 
Tiverton. 

Remarks. 

The elevation of this paflage is very 
great, for a well : foiled cultivated Diftridt. 
The higher lands are nearly equal in ele- 
vation to the Exmore hills ; yet 

The climature is forwarder than that of 
the North coaft, whofe lands lie lower : the 
harveft, here, is entirely finished. 

The furface billowy, in the ftriftefi: 
fenfe : no regular ridge and valley. The 
fiver and brooks feem to wind among the 
hills. 

The 
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The foil, in general, is rich and pro- 
ductive, as that of Vale Diftridts ; except 
the very fummits of a few of the higheft 
hills. 

The fubfoil, of the bed: lands, is invariably 
a flatey rubble ; the under ftratum, a loofe 
rock, broken into checkers or long-cube 
pieces, of fizes according to the depth at 
which 'they lie ; enlarging in fize as the 
depth encreafes ; until the rock becomes 
clofe and firm. The Jubjlance of this rock, 
whether entire or broken, appears to be the 
fame as that of Slate, but wanting its lami- 
nated texture , 
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FURTHER 

GENERAL REMARKS 

O N 

NORTH DEVONSHIRE * 

1 

THE Inhabitants, throughout, appear to 
be civilized ahd intelligent j the lower 
clafs differing much, in thefe refpedts, from 
thofe of the mining country. 

Their fuel — wood and Welch coals. 

Their employments — hufbandry, and the 
worded manufactory. 

The Farmers appear to be of the middle 
and lower dalles : moltly, plain, decent- 
looking, working Hulbandmen, of twenty 
to fifty or a hundred pounds a year. I faw 
few, if any, which appeared to be of the 
fuperior order of Farmers. , 

The woodlands are moftly in a date of 
coppice. — Some timber j but not much 

large 

* For former Remarks, fee page 77. 
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large Ship timber obferved ; except be*s 
tween Okehampton and Torrington. 

The Orchard grounds of this Diftrid 
appear to be inconfiderable, compared with 
thofe of the other Diftfids of Devonfhire. 

No Rabbit Warren fell under the eye $ 
indeed the lands, palled through, are in 
general too good for that application. 

To Apiaries, however, the goodnefs of 
the lands cannot be an objediorf j yet I 
obferved few* if any Bees, in this large trad: 
of country. 

The Rate of Hufbandry, from this cur- 
fory view of it, appears to be fuperior to 
that of South Devonfhire ; and on a par 
with that of the kingdom at large. In the 
management of Liveflock, efpecially Hor- 
fes, Cattle, and Swine, North Devonfhire,- 
it is probable, has, for fome length of time* 
paid more than ordinary attention. 


DIS- 
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THE ; 

VALE OF EXETER. 

T HE information I obtained, refpedting 
this highly favored Diftridt, and its 
Rural Practices, arofe in travelling 
repeatedly through its central parts, in dif- 
ferent directions ; in examining, at different 
times, the environs of Exeter, Tiver- 
ton, and Hon i ton ; and in going over 
that part of the Drake estate, which 
lies within its limits. The Weftern parts 
of the Diftridt, the neighbourhood of 
Crediton, is the only part which has not 
engaged- more or lefs of my attention. 

As the materials, which I occafionally 
gathered, lie fcattered in my Journals, I 

will 
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will here colledt them into the Hegifter 
form ; as being beft calculated to give a 
comprehenfive idea of this interefting paf- 
fage of country, which deferves a more 
minute examination, than I have been able 
to beftow upon it. However, from what 
will here appear, we fhall find it refemble 
fo much the other parts of Devonlhire, 
which have been more clofely examined, 
that a minute detail is the le'fs requifite. 

* 


’ 

A GENERAL 
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A 

GENERAL VIEW 

O F 

THIS DISTRICT* 

I. QlTUATION. This natural Diftrid 
is more accurately defined, than any 
other Divifion of the West of England. 
It accompanies the Exe and its eftuary, from 
the fea to the Tiverton hills, juft defcribed, 
which form its Northern boundary. This 
boundary is continued, towards the Eaft, 
by Black Down, to the Heights of Honiton j 
the South-Eaft quarter being contraded, 
by a range of barren high lands, between 
the Otter and the Exe. The Weft fide of 
the eftuary of the Exe is, in like manner, 
contracted, by Hall Down, and a continu- 
ation of the fame range of Heights, to the 
North of Exeter; where the Vale fpreads 
Vol.II. H Weft- 
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Weltward, to the neighbourhood of Cre- 
cliton. The Northern extreme of Dart- 
more, or the unproductive lands in its 
vicinity, with the range of hills firft men- 
tioned, define its more Weftern boundary. 

II. EXTENT. The irregularity of the 
outline, of this Vale Diflridt, renders it 
difficult, to calculate its contents, with 
exa&nefs. If I were to rifle a random 
eltimatc, it would be, that, including its 
marginal banks, and fome unproductive 
hillocks which rife in its area, it contains 
about two hundred fquare miles of furface. 

III. ELEVATION. This is by far 
the lead; elevated extent of furface, in De- 
vonfhire. It may be termed a Vale Dif- 
tri<ft ; efpecially the central and more 
Southerly parts of it. It is overlooked by 
lands of much greater elevation, on almofl - 
every fide. 

IV. SURFACE. There are two modes 
-of examining and judging of the furface of 
:a Country, like that which is now under 
notice. Its more prominent features, and 

greater 
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greater variations, are beft obferved from 
the eminences which overlook it : its 
fmaller inequalities, by travelling acrofs it. 

I have had abundant opportunities of 
examining the Vale of Exeter, in both 
thefe ways. From Black Down, and other 
Eminences of the Eaftern Confines, — from 
the Halldown Hills, on the oppolite fide, — 
from the Tiverton Hills on the North,— 
and mod efpecially from an infulated Hil- 
lock, fome mile or two to the North of 
Exeter (from whence almoft every fquare 
mile of its furface is commanded), I have 
feen its greater variations ; and, by travel- 
ling between Honiton and Exeter ; Honi- 
ton and Nut well, on the Eaftern banks of 
the eftuary, below Topfham ; between 
Nutwell and Exeter, by different roads j 
and between Exeter and Bradnich, Col- 
lunipton, &c. to Taunton; I have had 
opportunities of obferving its minor ine- 
qualities. 

- On the whole, it may be faid of this 
Diftridt, that although it partakes more of 
the character of a Vale, than any other part 
.of the County, it is barely entitled to that 
H 2 dif- 
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diflinCtion. Between Tiverton and Exeter, 
it is befet with prominences of conliderable 
magnitude, obliterating, in fome points of 
view, the Vale character; and between 
Exeter and Collumpton, much billowy fur- 
face intervenes : neverthelefs, round Ot- 
tery, the Clyfls, and along the Eaftern 
bank of the eltuary towards Exmouth, and 
in the environs of Exeter, — -we find much 
true Vale country : deep rich foil, lying 
with a furfacc, fufficiently elevated, and 
fufficiently varied, to admit of mixed culti- 
vation ; with a portion of low flat lands, 
adapted to the production of herbage only. 

V. CLIMATURE. The frequency of 
rain, which renders Weft Devonshire un- 
comfortable to live in, and, in a wet feafon, 
ungenial to Agriculture, is much lefs ex- 
perienced in the Vale of Exeter. The 
pafling vapours that are fufficiently buoyant, 
to elude the attractive powers of the more 
Wefterly mountains, trayel undiflurbed over 
this paflage of deprefled furface ; whofe 
climature appears, by the opportunities I 
have had of obferving it, whether in the 

Spring, 
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Spring, or in the Harveft months, to be 
forwarder, than that of any other part of 
the West of England, which has par- 
ticularly engaged my attention. 

The winters Of this, as well as of the 
more Weftern Diftridts, are mild, compared 
with thoft of the central and Northern 

t 

parts' of the Ifland. In the neighbourhood 
of Exeter, Grafs may be faid to grow 
freely, through the winter months ; at 
lead:, in moderate winters. 

VI. WATERS. The ExE,and its fine 
estuary below Topfham, are its chief 
waters. But two principal branches of the 
Exe, divaricating Eaft and Weft, and a 
portion of the Otter, with their nume- 
rous branchlets, water the interior of the 
Vale, At Tiverton, the Exe has barely 
acquired the River character. And even 
at Exeter, it ranks low among the Rivers 
of the Ifland, 

i 

VII. SOIL, This varies exceedingly, 
and fhows the Diftridt, it covers, to be 
formed with fragments of various origin. 

II 3 This 
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This diverfity and intermixture of foils 
will be ft appear, in detail, as they fell under 
my obfervation. 

Honiton to Exeter. The foil va- 
rious : much deep ftrong good land. Part 
brown ; part ftrongly tinged with red. 
The firft red foil obferved, in entering the 
Weft of England. 

Environs ofExeter. The foil round 
the Town is a redilh, deep loam, of an 
extraordinary quality. 1 To the North of 
the Town, it varies in produdtivenefs, with 
the fubftrata. Where the rock does not 
rife too near the l'urface, it is productive to 
the fummits of the higher fwells. On the' 
South, between Exeter and Toplham, a 
riling ground, of fome extent, exhibits arable 
land of the firft quality : Wheat, Beans, 
and Flax, luxuriating on fome parts of it ; 
other portions of it, being of a lighter 
weaker quality. Much of the red foil, in 
the neighbourhood of Exeter, is of a ftrong, 
argilaceous, binding quality ; and, as fuch, 
differs eflentially from the ordinary filiceous 
foil of the County. 

Exeter 
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Exeter to NutwEll (by Heavytrce 
and Bifhop’s Clyft). The foil and fubfoil 
inclined to red, intermixed with a fmall 
quantity of gravel ; the whole hardening, 
in fome places, into a fort of pudding 
flone ; which is ufcd for ordinary buildings. 

Environs of Nutwell*. The foil 
various : fome (Iron? pood red land : . much < 

O y—> * 

dark, pebbly loam, of a tolerable quality ; 
fome light fandy foil ; and other Hill poorer, 
black, and moorlike. At the feet, and 
hanging on the iides of the marginal fwells, 
above Woodbury, a cold weak woodland 
foil is prevalent. 

Exeter towards Taunton. The 
hills, in general, light turnep and Barley 
land. In the intervening palfages of Vale, 
a ftrong red loam is prevalent; — good wheat 
and bean foil. About Bradnich, a rich, 
valley of grafsland. 

• Environs of Tiverton. Thefoil,in 
general, red, and much of it of a fuperior 
quality : towards Maiden Down, through 
H 4 Hal- 

* The refidence of the late Sir Francis Drake, 
now of Lord Heatiiheld. 
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Halberton, three or four miles from Tiver» 
ton, is a palfage of red- foiled rich Vale 
country, 

VIII. SUBSOIL. It might be thought 
Superfluous to detail the remarks on this 
fubjedt, which I made in different parts of 
the Vale : let it therefore fuffice to fay, 
that the lands of the Vale of Exeter, as 
thofe of other Diftridts, are characterised by 
their refpedtive fubflrata, rather than by 
their furface foils : that the ilrong red foils 
cover flrata of clay or loam of the fame 
color : that the ftrong brown foils are 

likewife incumbent on brick earth, of a 
kindred color ; that the rich produdtive 
lands, round Exeter, towards Tiverton, and 
in various parts of the area of the Vale, 
have a peculiar kind of earthy gravel for 
their bafis j and in fome places, as on the 
banks of the Exe, a cleaner gravel is ob- 
fervable. On the Weft fide of the Vale, 
fome of the higher lands have a fort of 
flate rock rifing to the foil. But the pre- 
vailing fubfoil of the high grounds, which 
rife in the area of the Vale, is a red fand. 

And 
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And in an inftance, between Tiverton and 
Maiden Down, a variegated fubftratum is 
feen ; compofed of thin layers of red and 
white loam and fand , refembling what is 
obfervable in Glocefterlhire, and under the 
red lands of Nottinghamshire. Thefe cir- 
cumftances plainly fhow, that the Vale of 
Exeter has been formed from various ma- 
terials, and of courfe exhibits a variety of 
lands. 


General Remark, 

This intermixture of lands is feen, in an 
interefting point of view, from the infu- 
Jated hillock, already mentioned, in the 
neighbourhood of Exeter (Stoke Hill I 
think it is called). 

The deep rich Vale lands are thickly fet 
with Hedgerow Elms, pruned up to poles, 
and riling in clofe order, as we fee them in 
the Vales of Glocefterfhire, and on the 
rich deep lands in the neighbourhood of 
the Metropolis ! Has this fpecies of pro- 
duce, and this peculiarity of practice, rifen 

fpon- 
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fpontaneoufly out of the nature of the 
lands ? or has the tree, and the method of 
treating it, been imported from the Con- 
tinent, eftablilhed on the banks of the 
Thames, and from thence traniplanted to 
thofe of the Severn and the Exe ? 

IX. On the POLITICAL DIVISIONS 
of this DiffcriCt, I find few remarks ; except 
what relates to the lizes of townships; — 
which appear to be fmaller, than what I 
have obferved in the other parts of Devon- 
Ihire : a circumftantial evidence, this, 

amengotners that will prefentlybe adduced, 
that the fertile Vale under notice was early 
cultivated, and thereby acquired an early 
population. 

v X. PUBLIC WORKS. The only In- 
land Navigation, which this Diltridt 
at prelent enjoys, is that of the Eftuary of 
the Exe, to Toplham ; with an artificial 
Navigation, from thence to Exeter. And, 
perhaps, the only Canal that could be 
prolecuted with profit, to the County at 
large, would be one from Exeter, by Cre- 

diton. 
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diton, to Okehampton, there to join the one 
propofed, between Biddeford and ' Ply- 
mouth *. And even this I fuggeft with 
diffidence, from my not having fufficiently 
traced the ground, in detail. The Lins 
is, in every refpect, what could be wifhed. 
If this triple Canal fholild be executed, 
Devonlhire might, with good realon on her 
fide, boait'.of her acquired, as well as of 
her natural advantages. Po defied of fuch 
a public work, fhe would ftand unrivalled 
in facility of internal transfer : there would 
fcarcely be a farm in the County, fituated 
at more than one day’s journey of a team 
from water carriage ; — an accommodation, 
whether in bringing in manures, or cariy- 
ing off produce, which no other County, I 
•believe, can claim ; - and which, in ,a 
Country where wheel carriages are, in fome 
cafes, difficult to ufe, would be an advantage 
to the LANDED INTEREST, fcarcely 
to be calculated- 

The Roads of the Vale are mod re- 
markable for their clofeneis ; narrow lanes, 
belet with mounds, and overhuno- with 

a 

trees. 

* See Page 39. 


Digitized by Google 



DISTRICT. 


10S 

trees. This charge, however, does not lie, 
invariably. The more public Roads are, in 
general, well formed and well kept : the 
barrel gently convex, and the materials 
(moftly ftone — fome gravel), properly re- 
duced. 

The State of Inclosure is the fame, 
here, as in the other Diftri&s of the County. 
The appropriated lands are univerfally in- 
clofed : a few rough fummits of hills, ap- 
parently commonable lands, remain open. 

This State of Inclofure is probably of 
long ftanding ■, and, from the fmallnefs of 
the fields, oblervable in many parts of the 
Vale j efpecially round Exeter and on the 
Eaftern banks of the Eftuary, it is reafonable 
to fuppofe that thofc parts, at leaf!, were 
early inclofed. What ferves to corrobo- 
rate this idea, the mounds of the hedges 
are lower here, than in the Ham Diftri&s \ 
and are, in general, furnifhed with Timber 
Trees. 

XI. The PRESENT PRODUCTIONS 
of the Lands of the Vale are chiefly 
ARABLE CROPS and HERBAGE j with a 

profufion 


Digitized by Google 


VALE OF EXETER. 103 

profufion of hedgewoods; and fome 
orchard grounds j but with very little 
woodland, in the area of the Vale •, not 
even in the more hilly parts of it. 

Neverthelefs, the DiftriCt, I undcrftand, 
does not fupply itfelf fully with grain ; 
at leaft, not with wheat ; which is im- 
ported, occafionally ; and chiefly, I believe, 
from the Ifle of Wight. But the Country 
is populous. The Serge Manufactory em- 
ploys many hands throughout the Diftridt, 
and finally concenters at Exeter. Yet, of 
dairy produce, the Vale is enabled to 
fend fome fupply to the Metropolis. 

XII. Of the prefent STATE OF 
SOCIETY, in this Diftridt, I am prepared 
to fay but little. 

The towns, in general, are populous, 
cheerful, refpeCtably built, and finely fitu- 
ated. The fituation of Tiverton is Angu- 
larly fine. 

The country habitations are ge- 
nerally mean in their appearance, from the 
nature of the materials of which they are 
almoft univerfally conftruCted ; namely, 

red 


Digitized by Googl 



DISTRICT. 


no 

red earth and thatch. The neatnefs of the 
latter, however, is fuch as to render this 
fpecies of covering more tolerable and lefs 
improvident, here, than it is in countries 
where ftraw is beaten to pieces with the 
flail, and laid on with lefs dexterity, than 
is the “reed” of the Weft of England. 
Earthen walls, rough cafi, and covered 
with a reed roof, form a neat and com- 
fortable habitation. 

The employments of the Inhabitants 
are thole of llufbandry , and the fame 
branch of the Woolen Manufacture which 
prevails throughout the County : SISTER 
EMPLOYMENTS, which ought to pre- 
vail, more or le&, in every Diltridl of the 
Illand. 

XIII. Of the FACE of this fair 
COUNTRY it were impofiible to lay too 
many fine .things. But, as its goodly fea- 
tures might lofe much of their force in my 
own defeription, 1 will briefly fet it down 
at what its happy Inhabitants believe and 
aflert it to be — “ die richefl finell Country 
in the world.” 

THE 
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RURAL ECONOMY 

O F 

\ 

THIS DISTRICT 


MANAGEMENT OF ESTATES. 

T HE only particulars which flruck me 
forcibly, relative to this fubjedt, are 

I. Laying out Farm Lands. 

II. Farm Buildings. 

III. Hedgerows. 

I. • DISTRIBUTION OF FARM 
LANDS. There needs not better evidence 
of the firft Laying out of Lands, in this 
Diftridt, being different from that of South 
Devonfliire, than the fmallnefs of Fields, 
and the intermixture of Farm Lands, ob- 
fervable in the Yale: at leal! in that part 

of 
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of it which I had the belt opportunity of 
examining ; namely, the Eaflern banks of 
the Eftuary ; which, in thefe particulars, 
might vie with Eaft Norfolk* 

Whether this intermixture of fmall fields 
has arifen from the lands being diflributed, 
originally, among fmall hand-labor hufband- 
men, or from their having been once in a 
flate of common arable fields, as in other 
parts of the Kingdom, and have been kept 
in that intermixed flate, by the nature of 
life-leafe-hold, is a point which, probably, 
might now be difficult to afcertain. 

Where thefe lands llill remain under 
life-leafe-hold, it is difficult to do away the 
evil ; but, where they are free from that 
tenure, the impropriety of fuffering them 
to remain in fo unprofitable a flate, refls 
jwith the Proprietors and Managers of 
Eflates. 

II. Of the FARM BUILDINGS of 
the Vale, little is required to be faid. 
They are, in general, without plan, and 
meanly built : earth and flraw being the 
chief materials. Even the farm yard fences 
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are of “ cobb in fome inftances raifed 
ten or more feet high, with folding doors, 
wide enough to admit laden pack horfes j 
and v/ith fheds, perhaps, on the infide : 
thus forming comfortable llraw yards, at a 
moderate expence. 

The favorite material "of thefe walls ap- 
pears to be the ftrong red loam mixed with 
gravel,' which has been mentioned, and 
which acquires, in drying, a ftonelike hard- 
nefs. “ If kept dry, it will Hand for 
ever.” 

This - material of building (earth of 
various forts under the general nameof cobb) 
has been mfed, here, time immemorial. 
Barns and dwelling houfes, of almoft every 
fize, are built with it. The walls from 
fourteen inch to two feet thick j the flues 
of chimneys being carried up with the 
.^gables, as in building with Rones or bricks. 

• III. HEDGEROWS. In this refpedt, 
too, the inclofures of the -rida deep lands 
of the Vale refemble the wood-bound 
Pightles of Eaft Norfolk. 

Vol. IJ, I . The 
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The Elms of the Hedges have been 
already noticed. Oak Pollards, and, in 
fome parts. Oak Timber Trees, ftand thick 
on the Hedge banks, or grow out of their 
hdes, or at their bafes ; with Coppice 
wood rifing between them, as in Kent, 
and other Diftridts. 

I mention this eircumilance the rather, 

as it forms one of the few diltindtions, 

which mark this Eaflern Diftridt, from 

North and South Devon/hire *. 

• * 

WOODLANDS. 

ON this fubjedt, nothing of importance 
ftruck me, except what relates to the 
MANAGEMENT of HEDGE WOODS. 

The Coppice wood is treated,, as in 
Weft Devonfhire ; the Oak flubwood 
being peeled on the item. 

■ And 

* It is in a manner needlefs to remark, that the gate- 
ways of Devonfhire are adapted to H or f: -and- Crooks, 
rather than to Wheel Carriages. Even where the latter 
are in partial ufe, feven or eight feet' is the ufual width. 
Gate posts, within the reach of Dartmore, are com- 
monly of Moorftonc. , 
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And in the Management of Hedgerow 
Ti mber, the only particular, which is 
noticeable, is that of lopping, not only 
Elms, but Oaks, to bare dems ! a practice 
which is not common to Hedgerows, only ; 
but which I have feen extended, in this 
Didriit, for the fird time, to Grove 
Timber ! Oak Woods ! ! 

A practice fo dedrudtive of private pro- 
perty, and public benefit, can only have 
arifen in a fcarcity of fuel, or in the rapine 
of tenants, and the neglect of thofe who 
diould reftrain them. Indeed, I would 
hope that the practice is not univerfal ; at 
lead: with refpedt to Wood Timber ; but 
is confined to the edate which I more par- 
ticularly examined. 

The practice of pruning off the fide 
boughs of Hedgerow Elms is a venial 
crime ; provided it be not deferred too 
long from the laid cutting. In the more 
yaluable applications of the Elm, knottinefs 
of texture is a defirable quality. But in 
mod, or all, the ufes to which the Oak is 
applied, a cleannefs of grain is its bed 
recommendation, 

I 2 AGRICULTURE. 
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I. FARMS. From the fize of Farmeries, 
and the appearance of Farmers, this 
Diftridt refembles the reft of the County, 
in the size of its Farms. 

• % 

II. BEASTS OF LABOR. In this 
refpedt, too, the Vale of Exeter is truly 
Danmonian. Oxen are ufed in plowing; 
Pack horses in carriages of every kind ; 
even to the gates, and within the ftreets of 
Exeter. I have feen, in its immediate 
environs, dung fetting about with "horfe 
and potts*.” In this inftance, three 
horfes, with a man to fill and two boys to 
drive, formed the fett. The diftance fifty 
to a hundred yards, The difpatch far from 
inconfiderable, 

III. IMPLEMENTS. 

• Sec VoJ. I. P, 122. 
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III. IMPLEMENTS. Still we find 
ourfelves within the limits of Danmonia. 
The plow, here, is more truly heraldic, 
even than in Weft Devonfhire. The 
body longer* and the beam (horter : the end 
of the beam merely (hooting before the 
point of the (hare ! 

IV. PLAN OF MANAGEMENT. 
In the arable crops of the Vale, we 
find a deviation from thofe of the more 
Weftern Diftridls : — ariling, no doubt, from 
an alteration in the quality of the foil. On 
the ftrong cold lands, in the area of the 
Vale, Beans are a common crop j and, on 
the richer deeper foil, Flax is not unufually 
grown. And, perhaps, in this part of the 
County, a greater proportion of Cows are 
kept for the butter dairy. But, in 
other refpedts, I have detected no obvious 
marks, in the outlines of Management, 
which diftinguifh this from the more 
Weftern Diftridls of Devonlhire. 

V. MANURE. The fame roof (haped 
heaps of lime compost, that are common 

I 3 in 
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in South Devonshire, are obfervable in the 
Vale of Exeter. The upper parts of the 
Vale are fupplied with Lime, from the 
borders of Somerfetftiire : the central and 
Southern parts are fupplied, by water, with 
(tones, which are burnt at Exeter, and on 
the banks of the Eftuary, after the manner 
of Weft Devonshire. 

I have feen no traces of the sheep fold, 
in this or any other part of the County. 

VI. WHEAT is here grown, on narrow 
ridges, generally running diagonally acrofs 
the (lope, as in Weft Devonshire, &c. 

VII. All the BEAN CROPS, that I 
oblerved, were raifed in the random or % 
broad caft manner. 

VIII. TURNEPS. The hoing of 
Turneps is coming into practice, in the 
Vale. I obferved, in different parts of it, 
clean good crops. 

IX. GRASSLAND). On the Manage- 
ment of Grafsland, nothing ftriking, or 

remarkable. 
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remarkable, occurred to me, in this DiflriCt ; 
except an inflance or two of fmall parcels, 
which lie in a rough, unproductive flate ; 
apparently for want of being properly 
freed from fuperfluous moiiture. 

X. ORCHARDS. Many fmall Garden 
Orchards are fcattered, in every part of the 
Vale. In the Environs of Tiverton, I 
obferved fome full fized Orchard Grounds. 
And the Villages round Exeter are enr 
wooded, with Apple Trees ; which are ftill 
Danmonian : but, as the borders of Somer- 
fetfhire are approached, the Items increafe 
in length ; as will be more particularly 
noticed, in the Vale of Taunton. ■> 

XL CATTLE. This .being a Daily, 
rather than a Breeding DiftriCt, a mixture 
of breeds may be expedted. Neverthelefs, 
in the more remote parts of the Vale, I have 
obferved different inflances of fine Cattle, 
of the pure North Devonfliire fort. 

In the neighbourhood of Exeter, many 
Alderney, or “ French Cows” are feen ; 

I 4 and , 
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and a mongrel fort, betwen that and the 
Devonfhire breed, are not uncommon* 

XII. The DAIRY. The produce of 
the Dairy, here, as in Weft Devonfhire, is 

BUTTER and SKIM-MILK CHEESE. 

This fpecies of Farm Produce has in- *• 
creafed, of late years ; the butter, even of 
this extreme part of the Ifland, being now 
font, in greater or lefs quantity, to the 
London Market. 

Neverthelefs* thccLOUTiNGOF cream* 

I underftand, ftill remains the {Prevalent 
practice of the Vale ; in which, however# 
feme “raw-cream d A iRiEs”are already 
eftablifhed : and, as the practice of raifing 
cream, or fuffering it to rife, in the natural 
way# has gained poffeffiion of the dairy 
district (which will prefontly be de-* 
lcribed), on the Eaftern banks of the Vale# 
there will be little rifque in predicting, that 
it will require no great length of- time, to 
extend itfelf over the area. How long it 
will afterwards take it, to climb over the 
Weftern banks, into South Devonfhire, is 
much more difficult to forefee. 

XIII. What 
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XIII. What SWINE I have obferved, 
in the Vale, are of the fame tall white fort, 
which appears to be common to the County. 

XIV. SHEEP. The Sheep which are 
reared in the Vale, are chiefly, I believe, 
of the house-Lamb breed. 

But the more ordinary ftock of the fmaller 
Farmers are bred on the Heights about 
Tiverton; and are the fame varioufly headed 
race, which is common to all the high lands 
of Devonfhire and Cornwall. 

On the rich grazing lands, below Exeter, 
I have remarked a large polled breed ; 
limilar to that which has been noticed, 
about Totnefs.' So, commonly do Soils in- 
vite congenial Stock. 
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DAIRY DISTRICT 

o F 

I ' 

WEST DORSETSHIRE, 

&c. &c. 

Introductory Remarks. 

rpiIE palfage of country, to which I 
have given this appellative diftindtion, 
is at once natural and AGRicuLTUr* 
ral. Natural* as pofleffing a peculiarity, 
as well as a uniformity of ftyle, in the 
formation of its furface ; — agricultural, as 
having the fame leading objedt, in its plan 
of Rural Management. 

Neverthelefs, I was led to an examination 
of it, bycircumftances more fortuitous, than 
thofe. which attended the furveys of fome 

of 
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of the other Diftrifts, noticed in theft? 
Volumes. 

In my firft journey, into the West of 
England, being ftruck with the appear- 
ance of the country, about Bridport, I 
flopt a few days to examine it ; and went 
over it, fome miles found,' on either fide : 
thus gaining a competent knowledge of the 
Eaftern part of the Diftridf, and a general 
idea of its Rural practices. In palling, re->- 
peatedly, between Bridport and Honiton, I 
have had opportunities of feeing fomething 
of the Center of the Diftridl. And, ii> 
travelling between Crewkern and Chard, 
and afterwards taking a deliberate view of 
the Drake Eftate, lying in the Valley 
©£ Yarcombe, I compared the Northern 
margin, and faw much of its Weftern ex- 
tremity : thus gaining a comprehenfive idea 
■of the whole Diftridd ; except its South- 
Weftern quarter. 

But, notwithftanding the information I 
had collected, relpefting the paflage of 
country here brought forward, I might, in 
forming this public Regifter, have palled 
it, as an intermediate Diftrifr, had it not 

con- 
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ponftituted a ftriking part of that extraor- 
dinary tradl, of which thefe Volumes hav£ 
hitherto been treating, and of which I am 
deliroifs to render my account as full as 

In attempting to give a comprehenfive 
view of this Divifion of the Weft of Eng- 
land, I will briefly digeft the particulars that 
ftruck me, in the curfory views which J 
have had of it $ and firft of the 


DISTRICT. 

I. SITUATION. Its boundaries are ' 
the lower flatter Vale lands of Dorfetfhire, 
and Somerfetfhire, on the North *. The 
Valp of Exeter, on the Weft. The Chalk 

Hills 

* The indeterminate boundary, qn tfye Somerfetfhirf 
fide, may be caught from the following remarks, made 
between Crewkem and Chard. 

Crewkern to Chard. 

Leave the Limeftone lands, at Crewkern. 

Afcend, by a Gmdy hollow way, a furze grown Com- 
mon, with a gravelly fufafoil. 

Afcen^ 
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IV. SURFACE. By the formation of 
its furface, this Diftridt is mod' ftrongly 
marked ; exhibiting the Danmonian ftyle, 
in all its purity. 

Immediately upon the coaft^ the hills 
are many of them rotund, and fertile to 
their fummits ; but, farther from the Sea, 
they are moftly flattened on the top, and 
comparatively infertile with the wide wind- 
ing vallies, which feem to worm their way 
in among them ; difplaying the moft broken, 
and troubled furface. Still farther towards 
the Northern margin, efpecially towards 
the Weftern extreme, the ground breaks 
into more regular ridges and vallies ; 
branching out, in the ordinary manner of 
mountain furfaces. 

The wider Vallies, that have fallen under 
my notice, are the Valley or Bafon of Bea- 
minfter j the Valley, or, as it is called, the 
Vale, of Marfhwood ; the Valley of Yar- 
combe *, and that of Upottery : each of 

them, 

* The Valley of Yarcombe. This Valley con- 
tains part of three Pariflics, lying, I believe, in three 

' Counties ; 
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them, except the lad, containing feveral 
hundred acres of valuable land. 

• / 

V. CLIMATURE. In the lower lands 
of this Diftrift, even in its more Northern 
vallies, the feafons are early. In 1791, 
Haymaking was at its height, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bridpert and Beaminfter, the 
beginning of July ; and, in 1794, Raygrafs 
was ready to Ihoot into head, in the, Valley 
of Yarcombe, the firft of May. I fhould 
conceive it to be, on a par of years, ten days 
or a fortnight before Weft Devonshire, 

VI. WATERS. Each Branch Valley 

of the Northern margin has its rivulet or 
brook ; which, collecting, form the upper 
branch of the Otter, the Axe, and the 
Brook or River of Bridport ; the Axe re- 
ceiving the principal part of the waters of 
die Diftridt, * 

VII. SOILS. 


Counties: namely, Membury, fn Dorfetflirre ; Whit- 
ftanton, inSomerfctfbire: and Yarcombe, in Devonfliire.! 
1 — the lafi comprizing the principal part of its lands. 
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VII. SOILS. Thefe vary, in different 
parts of the Diftridt. In the Bridport 
quarter, — the lower lands are moftly of a 
fuperior quality — deep rich loams — throw- 
ing out full crops of Wheat, Beans, Flax, 
and Hemp.; and, in this part of the Dif- 
tridt:, the tides and even the fummits of the ' 
fwells and hillocks are many of them well 
foiled j the belt a limeftone loam ; others 
of a lighter fandy nature. 

But, in the Valley of Yarcombe, and 
apparently in the neighbouring Vallies, 
much of the foil is a ftrong red loam, lying 
on a cool batis, — Wheat, Beans, and Oak* 
land, 

The foil of the higher hills, throughout 
this Diftridt:, is a fandy loam, intermixed 
with a fingular fpecies of done, a bafe kind 
• of flint 3 a fpecies of foil and accompani- 
ment, which are common to the higher 
lefs fertile hills of Eaft Devonthire, and 
are extended to the Halldown Heights, on 
the Well: fide of the Vale ©f Exeter ; and 
which, the flints at leaf!:, are peculiar per- 
haps to this part of the Ifland : I have not 
obferved them in any other. 

' Vol. II. K VIII. SUB- 
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: VIII. SUBSOILS. Thefe are various, 
as the foils, the paflage of country under 
notice refembling the Vale of Exeter, in 
this refpeCt. The cool -red foils have a 
llrong clayey loam for their bafe ; the rich 
lands in the environs of Bridport, have 
either a lighter loam, or a fort of flinty 
gravel, beneath them : the hills are of fand, 
intermixed with flints/with here and there 

a mafs of limeftone. 

► , 

IX. FOSSILS. The moll ufeful Foffil 
production, that fell under my notice in 
this DiitriCt, is Limestone j which is 
raifed, not in the neighbourhood of Brid- 
port only, but more or lefs in other parts 
of it. Befide being burnt into Lime, it is 
ufed as a walling material, as well as for 
paving Slabs, Drain Bridges, and Stiles ; 
large Slabs of it being not unfrequently fet 
onedge for this purpofe. It is alfo ufed as 
a road material. It appears as a mafs of 
conglutinated fhells ; refembling much, in 
general appearance, the Suflex marble : a 
fpecies of Limertone dug out of the Itrong 

•• ' lands 
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lands of the Wild of Suflex j whereas, this 
is found on the dry fummits of hills. 

On fome of the Northern Heights, de- 
tached mafles of Cn a Lie are found ; — frag- 
ments, probably, of the neighbouring hills. 

' White Down, between Chard and Crew- 
kerne, appears to be chiefly compofed of 
, Chalk; and is the moft Weftern colleftion 
of that Foflil, which I have obferved j or 
which, probably, is found, in this Ifland. 

X. ROADS. The Roads, in the more 
reclufe Vallies, are nearly in a Hate of 
Nature : the antient Horfe paths of the 
Forefl: Hate : crooked, narrow, numerous, 

and full of Houghs. 

\ * - 

XI. STATE OF IN CLOSURE, The 
lower grounds are wholly inclofed ; the 
hills, at prefent, are open ; but they fhow 
evident marks of their having been, here- 
tofore, in a ftate of inclofure and cultivation ! 
difeovering ftrong lines, which, on the 
wide Commons of Yarcombe and the neigh- 
bouring Parilhes, Hill remain perfectly le- , 

K 2 gible j 
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tan- 
gible. ; and which are not yet obliterated, 
on the higher more barren fummits, in the 
neighbourhood of Bridport. 

Tradition, in this Eaftern Diftridl, as well 
as in the Weft of Devonfhire, fpeaks of 
thefe open neglected lands, as having once 
been inhabited . But this ingenious Hif- 

torian afligns different reafons, for their 
being abandoned to the neglect, in which 
we now find them. On the Weftern fide 
of the County, we are told, it was owing to 
a decreafed population. But, on the 
Eaftern, to a widely differing circumftance. 
Here, the hills were JirJl inhabited ; by 
reafon of the Vallies being, in the early 
ftages of fociety in this Country, fo full of 
Wolves, as to be rendered uninhabitable, 
by the Human Species. In procefs of time, 
however, the latter crept down the fidesof 
the hills ; clearing off the wood, as they 
delcended until at length the Wolves 
were driven away, ordeftroyed; the Vallies 
taken pofieffion ofi and the hills, in confe- 
quence, given up, for a more fertile foil, 
and a more genial climature. 


This 
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This marvellous tale of tradition, what- 
ever may have given rife to it *, feems 
altogether unneceffary, to explain the phe- 
nomenon under notice ; as it may be ac- 
counted for in a more fimple and reafonable 
way ; there being nothing different, in the 
prefent appearances of thefe Commons, 
from thofe of the Commons of North De- 
vonfhire, that are actually, at this time, 
undergoing the very operations, which, in 
all human probability, moulded the faces 
of thofe of Eaft Devonfhire into their 
prefent form ; and which, heretofore, left 
fimilar veftiges ofinclofure and cultivation, 
on the furfaces of fome of the commonable 
lands of Weft Devonfhire -f-. The moft 
ftriking difference between the appearances 
obfervable on the Commons of Yarcombe, 
and on thofe of Buckland, is, that the lines 

K 3 on 

i 

* Tradition, when it reaches not farther than a 
few generations, is entitled tg every refpeft, and is fre- 
quently good authority. On perilous events, as of war 
or peftilence, it is able to go much farther back, than it 
is refpefting the ordinary and quiet operations of Agri- 
culture. 

f See Vol. I. P. 32. 
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on the former are much ftronger ; fome of 
the ftill mouldering hedge mounds having 
no appearance of being more than a century 
old ; fome of them, perhaps, are pf more 
modern date : indeed, incroachments, of a 
limilar nature, are made at the prefent time. 

There can be little doubt, I think, of the 
truth of the pofition, that it was once the 
prevailing practice of Devonshire, to cul- 
tivate ITS COMMONABLE LANDS, in a 
manner fimitaf to what we have feen prac- 
tifed, not only on public Commons, but ir* 
private Inclofures, at this time *. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe, that, in early 
times, the AJhes of the fward or coarfer 
•overing, were depended on, as manure : 
and that, afterwards. Lime was ufed, as 
an additional Itimulus. j^nd it may be 
allowable to conjecture, that, through the 
means of thefe two powerful Stimulants, — 
without returning any part pf the produce, 
tfyus extra&ed, to the foil, — it at length 
became fo much exhausted, as no longer to 
repay the expence of cultivation. What 

, cor- 

» See Vol. I. P. 149. Alfo Vol. II. P. 48. 
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corroborates this idea is, that the only part 
in which I have obferved the practice con- 
tinued, to the prelent day, is that in which 
- Lime is moll difficult to procure j and 
where it may not yet have been obtained 
in fufficient quantity, to lower the lands to 
the lall llage of exhaullion. 

Having proceeded thus far, I mull men- 
tion, here (though fome what out of place), 
a circumllance relating to the Common 
r l g h t s of Eall Devonlhire : I fpeak more 
particularly of the Manor of Y arcombe j 
whofe Commons belong exclulively to the 
Lord ofjthe foil, and are Hocked ‘( without 
Hint) by his own tenants, only. The 
“ lands,” as they are emphatically called, of 
other Freeholders, within the manor, have 
np right of Commonage ! A cullom of 
manors which may have eluded my re- 
fearches in other parts of the County. 

Should it be faid, that this circumilance 
favors the Hory of the Wolves, for that 
thele lands were private property of their 
refpe&ive Lords, and were thrown up for 
the ufe of their own tenants only, I will not 
gainfay it. I have, perhaps, already done 
K' 4 more 
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more than my duty ; and I leave it to the 
Antiquary, whofe bent leads him to topo r 
graphical enquiries, to determine the 
point, 

Therefore, returning to what more im- 
mediately relates to the fubjeft matter of 
this Regifter, I will finally obferve, that, 
whatever may have been the circumftances 
which led to the inclofure of the Vallies 
under notice, they were made from the 
unreclaimed forelt Hate ; without the in- 
tervention of common fields * or Hinted 
pafiures ; judging, I mean, from their 
prefent appearanc9s ; > which refemble 
thofe of the Inclofures of Kent, Hereford- 
fhire, and other Diftridts ; which have been, 
undoubtedly, inclofed from a Hate of unre- 
claimed woodland. The hedgerows arc 
prooked, and furniflied with timber ; and 
the banks raifed, in imitation of thofe pf 
pevonfhire ; but are much lower than the 

. #?//«- 

* It is to te obferved, however, that, to the Eafl of 
Bridport, I faw fomc faint traces of common arable fields : 
but in the area or the Weftern parts of the Diftrift, I 
obferved no appearances of that fort. 

. ;• . 
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altogether artificial- mounds of the more 
Weftern part of the County. 

XII. The PRESENT PRODUCTIONS 
of the Soils of this Diftrid: are wood 
(chiefly of Hedgerows, - — not much de- 
tached Woodlahd), — ARABLE CROPS, 
fruit trees, and grass; — the laft being 
the moft prevalent produce of the inclofed 
lands. The Hills are overgrown with 
DWARF FURZE, HEATH, and ^OARSE 

herbage ; a few of the more barren parts 
of them being occupied chiefly by heath. 

XIII. The TOWNS of this Diftri<ft 

are Bridport on the Eaft, Axminster 

near the center, Hon i ton on the Weft, , 

Crewkerne and Chard on the North, 

with different Sea Ports on the South. 

* 

XIV. VILLAGES. In this particular, 

the Diftridl under view is ftriftly Dan- 
in onian : the Villages, that have fallen 

under my eye, are inconfiderable ; the farm 
houfe* and cottages being happily fcattered 
oyer the areas <?f the T ownlhips : a cir- 

cumftance 
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cumftance more or lefs obfervable, perhaps, 
in every part pf the kingdom, where in- 
clofures have been made from a ftate of 
Woodland, or pf Pafturage : clofe arrange- 
ments of houfes, in the form of Villages, 
being molt obfervable, in Common-Field 
Piftrifts *. 

« 

XV. HABITATIONS. The build- 
Ing materials, here, are various, 
Stones of different forts are in ufe ; but 
earthen walls are, neverthelefs, prevalent ; 
and, on the whole, the habitations of this 
Eaftern Piftridt are much inferior to thofe 
of Weft Devonfhire which far excels the 
reft of the County, in this particular. 

XVI. The PRESENT APPEARANCE 

of the Face of this Country may be con- 
■ ceived, 

* The laying out qf townships, and their 
present state of inclosure, are fubjedts fo very 
interefting to a mind employed in Agricultural Researches, 
that no apology can be wanting for the Remarks that are 
ihterfperfed in thefe Volumes, refpedting them; as no 
other Department of the Ifland furniflies fo many firiking 
fadts, relating to thefe fubjedts, as the West of 
England, 
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ceived, from what has been faid, refpe&ing 
its Surface, its Productions, its State of 

t 

Inclofure, and the Diftribution and Style of 
its Habitations. 

Viewed from fome elevated points, where 
the barren or infertile fummits of the hills 
only are feen, it has all the appearance of a 
.Mountain Diftridt. 

, But, in travelling through it, and {till 
jnore in penetrating its reclufer parts, the 
jnoft ftriking traniitions are produced, and 
oompofitions themoftpifturable are caught. 

It is obfervable, however, that the pre- 
vailing charadteriftic of the views of this 
paflage of Country is Beauty, rather than 
pitfturefque EffeCt ; differing much, in this 
refpeCt, from the wilder fcenery of the Weft 
pf Devonfhire . 

In Circles of Views, this paffage of 
Country abounds. The Summit of the 
Knoll, the Brink of the Sea Cliff, on the 
Weft fide of the Harbor of Bridport, is an 
interefting point j commanding Land and 
Sea Views of the firft caft. On Beaminfter ■ 
Dow r n, one of the broadeft and richeft 
jcircles of fcenery, this Ifland affords, is 

feen 
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feen with every advantage. In variety, 
.extent, and richnefs, confidered jointly, I 
know nothing that equals it. T o the Eaft, 
the foft billowy furface of the Chalk Hills 
of Dorfetlhire, even to their farther ex- 
treme. To the Weft, the more rugged 
mountain fummits of Devonlhire, with 
Partmore (I believe) riling in the fartheft 
diftance. To the North, the rich Vales 
pf Somerfetfhire, backed by the Quantoc 
and Mendip Hills, with a portion of the 
Briftol Channel breaking in between them, 
To the South, the Angularly broken and' 
beautiful furface, in the Environs of Brid- 
port ; the varied fummits of the hills giving 
feature and additional effect to the Bay of 
Bridport ; fpreading its ample furface im- 
mediately under the eye ; its Weftern 
Coaft being finely broken and varied, by 
ragged promontories, and bold cliffs ; and 
its Eaftern terminated, by the Ifie of Port- 
land ; with mackrel Ikifts playing on the ' 
furface of the Bay, and with veffels of 
burden plowing their way acrofs it. 


THE 


THE 


v \ 

AGRICULTURE 

O F 

THIS DISTRICT. 

T HE leading Objedt, in' viewing it, 
efpecially its Weftern quarter, being 
that of catching obvious improvements, 
in the management of an estate, 
rather than to regifter the minutiae of its 
agriculture, I am the lefs prepared to 
enter into a detail of its practices. I ihall 
therefore confine my remarks to a few 
general heads. 

I. FARMS. The diftirrguilhing cha- 
racter of Farms, in the interior of the 
Diftridt, ,i$ Grafsland. There are many 
which have very little, if any, arable land ; 
being ftridtly dairy farms. 
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In size, the Farms of this Eafterrt 
£)iftridt are conformable to' thofe of the 
reft of the County j being moftly of the 
lower clafs. But, here, it is not uncommon 
for one man to hold two or three diftindt 
Farms : flocking them with cows, and 

letting them out to dairymen : a practice 
however which admits not of commend- 
ation ; and which will be renoticed. 

II. FARMERS^ Even in the moft 
reclufe part of the Diftridt, I met with fome 
intelligent men. And although the ruft 
of prejudice may not yet be fufficiently 
worn away, the late memorable change, in 
the management of the dairy* fhows de- 
monftrably, that the fpirit of improvement 
is awake, and augurs mueh for the benefit 
of the Country. 

ill. BEASTS OF LABOR. In the 
interior of the Diftridt, Oxen are in ufe > 
but, in the Eaftern quarter Cart Horses 
prevail. 

iv. implements; 
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IV. IMPLEMENTS. The only thing 
that ftruck me, as excellent or peculiar, in 
the conftrudtion of the Farming Utenfils of 
this Diftridt, relates to the Yoke ; whofe 
draft iron, or ftaple, is inferted, not perpen- 
dicularly, as it ufually is ; but diagonally ; 
entering the lower angle of the hind part of 
the Yoke, fhooting upward and forward to 
the oppolite angle where it is keyed, in 
the ufual manner. This prevents the bend 
of the bow from bearing too hard again!! 
the throat of the Ox, and is theoretically 
good. How it operates, in other refpedts, 
in pradtire, I had not an opportunity of 
obferving. 

V. PLAN OF MANAGEMENT. In 
the general outline of practice, obfervable 
in the more Weftern parts of this Diftridt, 
we find little which fpecifically differs from 
that of the County at large. The objects 
are nearly the fame, and the means ufed in 
obtaining them fimilar. The difference 
lies chiefly with the proportional quantity 
of each fpecies of produce. In Eaft, as in 
Weft Devonfhire,the objedl:? are permanent-, 
* grafs. 
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grafs, arable crops, and temporary leys f 
part of the grafs, in both Diftri&s, being 
applied to dairy cows, for butter and Skim 
cheefe. But the proportion of Grafsland, 
and the proportional number of cows, is 
much greater here, than in the Weftern 
parts of the County. Of the lower grounds 
of the Valley of Yarcombe, four fifths, per- 
haps, are in a Slate of grafs, permanent or 
temporary ; and this is chiefly depastured 
by cows ; the number of working cattle 
being few, and the Sheep and young cattle 
chiefly confined to the hills, and upper 
grounds. 

The arable crops of the interior of 
the DiSlrift are chiefly Wheat , and Oats ; 
no Beans ! and but little Barley. 

The succession is fimilar to that of 
Weft Devonshire : ley ground, partially 
fallowed for wheat, with one or two crops 
of oats j grafs feeds being fown with the 
laft crop. Some take oats, wheat, oats ; 
agreeably to the pra<ftice of the Midland 
Diftrift ; whofe foil and fubfoil are very 
Similar. 

In 
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in the more Eafle'rn parts of the Diftfidt, 
there are fhades of difference obfervable in 
the Plan of Management : which, probably* 
partakes more or lefs of that of the Vales 
Of Dorfetfhire, and the rich low lands of 
Somerfetfhire, from which this part of the 
Diilridt, now under view, is feparated by a 
narrow ridge of hill, only. 

But what marks the Rural Management 
of the Environs of Bridport moll evidently, 
is the culture of hemp and flax > — to fupply 
the confumptiOn of a manufactory of 
SAiLctoTti and cordage (from the cable 
ofa man of war, to thefinelfpackingthread). 
Which his long been carried On, there : 
giving employment to the female villagers 
of the neighbourhood ; and, of courfe, 
operating as a mutual benefit to Agriculture 
and Commerce 4 A mutual good, however. 
Which can only fubfift, in a rich-foiled 
Diftridt. 

/ 

VI. MANURES. Li MD is more or lefs 
in ufe, throughout the Diflridl : being burnt, 
from ftone found within it, with Welch 
culm { at leaft in the Bridport quarter. 

Vol.II. L * Formerly, 
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Formerly, much " marl” has been ufed, 
in the valley of Yarcombe ; which exhibits 
“ marl pits” of confiderable capacity, and 
old enough to have produced Oaks of con- 
fiderable fize j perfectly refembling the 
“ marl pits,” and the “ marl” of the Mid- 
land Counties : namely, a red clayey loam, 
without the leaft proportion of calcareous 
matter in its compofition ! and, what is 
noticeable, the marl of this Diftridt, as that 
of the Midland Counties, is now giving way - 
to lime : the change, if one may judge 
from general appearances, having taken 
place about the fame period of time ! 

In the Bridport quarter, I obferved the 
sheepfold, in more than one infiance ; 
agreeably to the Dorfetihire pradtice. , 

- ' l * 

VII. GRASSLAND. Notwithftanding 
this may be confidered as the main objedt 
of the Diftridt under view, I obferved 
nothing praifeworthy in its Management. / 

In the Valley of Yarcombe, where the foil 
is tenacious, and the fubfoil retentive, the 
Grafslands, whether permanent or tempo- 
rary, are injured by fuperfluous moifture : 

• \ i 
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an injury which is not fo much owing to a 
want of draining, fubterraneoufly, as from 
their lying too flat, to fhoot off, with pro- 
per effedt, the fuperficial waters. The 
natural confequence is, much of the furface 
is over-run with aquatic weeds and the 
coarfer graffes, when it ought to be occu- 
pied by nutritious and more profitable 
herbage. 

It is to be obferved, that the Spring 
waters of this Diftridf: are of an ame- 
liorative quality, and that they are here, as 
in Weft Devonfhire, partially, and inac- ' 
curately, led over the Grafslands. 

t 

VIII. ORCHARDS are common, in 
every part of the Diftridt. I bring them 
forward^ here, merely to fay of them, what 
may be readily conceived, that, with refpedt 
to the ftature of the trees, and the order in 
which they are arranged, they form a mean 
between the Orchards of Devonfhire and 
thofe of Somerfetfhire. The ftems are, 
here, fomdwhat taller, than in Weft Devon- 
fhire, but are confiderably fhort of the 
Englifh ftandard. And, in the clofenefs 

La* of 
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t( arrangement, they ftill more refemble 
the Devonfhire Orchard. I fpeak more 
particularly of thofe of the Valley of 
Yarcomb *. 

IX. THE DAIRY. This has been, 
time immemorial, a Dairy Diflridt. For- 
merly, its produce was cheese, made from 
the neat milk probably of the Somerfet- 
fhire kind, fold under the name of Bridge- 
water Cheefe fome of which I have met 
with of a very fuperior quality. The 
Valley of Yarcombe was noted for its pro- 
duce, which was known in the Vale of 
Exeter, by the name of Membury Cheefe. 
Indeed, its foil and herbage are fuch, as 
never fail to produce fine Cheefe, if properly 
manufactured. It is naturally a Cheefe 
DiflriCt. 

Neverthelefs, of late years, its produce 
has been changed to butter, for the 

London 

* In approaching thefe Hills, from the Eaftward, the 
Orchards of Chard were the firft that ftruck me, as par- 
taking of the Devonfhire Orchard. The ftems fhortef 
, than thofe of Dorfetfhire and Somerfetfhire ; but tall 
enough for young Cattle to pafture beneath the Trees. 
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London^narket ; to which it is fent in tubs, 
as from the North of England : a change 
which has been brought about, by the 
powerful influence of the London prices, 
compared with thofe of the Country. 

The sizes of dairies, judging from 
what fell under my own obfervation, rife to 
thirty or forty Cows, I faw one of near 
forty. 

The breed of cows, employed inthefe 
Dairies, is that of the West of England; 
namely, the well formed, clean, middle- 
horned breed, which is common to the 
Counties of Somerfet, Devon, and Corn- 
wall. In the neighbourhood of Bridport, 
I faw a tolerably good Dairy of Cows, of a 
mixed breed ; apparently a crofs between 
the middle and the long horned breeds. 

.. Formerly, the Cows ufed in thefe Dairies 
were chiefly reared, in the Country; 
but, of late years. Butter has borne fo pro- 
fitable a price, as to induce the Farmers to 
forego the fearing, and to purchase their 
Cows : a pra&ice which, if it fhould con- 
tinue, will foon introduce a mixture of 
flock. 

L 3 Of 
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Of the DAIRY MANAGEMENT, of the 
Diftridl under view, I can fay little : I 
colledted nothing on the minutia of practice 
worth regiftering. Its prefent practice can 
fcarcely be faid to be, as yet, ejlablijhed. 
It was not, therefore, an objedl ; even had 
I had leifure to attend to it; To regifter 
the minutias of the Dairy Management, fo as 
to render the detail intelligible and ufeful, is , 
a tedious and jrkfome talk ; and requires, 
not only time, but a fpecies of opportunity, 
which did not occur to me, in this Diftridl. 

- Many of thefe Dairies are let to dairy-- 
men, at a certain rent for each Cow ; the 
Farmer keeping up the flock, and fupplying 
them with paflurage and winter food •, and 
finding a dwelling as well as a dairy houfe, 
for the renter. It is common for opulent 
men to hold a plurality of farms, and to let 
them out to under tenants, in this way : a 
pradtice which is injurious to an eftate; as 
tending to let down the buildings and the 
fences of farms, thus occupied by under 
tenants j who have not fo permanent an 
intereft, in keeping them up, as a lefiee, or 
firft tenant, who makes the place his 

fefidence, 
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relidence, and expecfts to occupy the pre- 
mifes for a length of time ; and who is 
himfelf liable for dilapidations. 

X. SHEEP. I obferved, in the Bridport 
quarter, fome fine 'flocks of Dorsetshire 
Ewes : kept as breeding flocks ; fimilar to 
thofe of . the Vale of Exeter, and Weft 
Devonfhire, ' which have been already 
fpoken of. The Sheep of the higher hills 
are of the fame mountain fort, which oc- 
cupy the other hills of Devonshire and 
Cornwall, 
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HINTS 

FOR TIIE 

IMPROVEMENT 

. , OF 

THIS DISTRICT 

I T has been mentioned, tjiat,my chief 
intention, in going over it,' efpecially 
its Northweftern quarter, was that of en- 
deavoring to point out the probable means 
of its Improvement. And although my 
examinations, and the refult of them, were 
moftly of a private nature; fome of the 
Remarks, they gave rife to, may, never- 
thelefs, bear the public eye, and may be 
more of lefs ufeful, to thofe who have pro- . 
perty in the Diftridt, and who are defirous 
to improve its condition. Nor may the 
fuggeftions, here thrown out, be altogether 
inapplicable to other Diftridts. 

The 
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The few fubje&s of Improvement which 
I can bring forward, here, with propriety, 

3 re, 

I. The HILLS, or COMMONABLE 
LANDS, Something has been already 
. faid refpedting the present state of 
thefe lands ; fo far as relates to their foil* 
and the marks of cultivation which appear 
pn their furfaces. 

The soils, however, are various in 
quality. Some pf thefe hills are covered 
with a loamy foil, of fufficient depth and 
texture to admit of profitable cultivation * : 
while others are nearly deftitute of mold. 
The latter, very fortunately, is by far the 
final ler proportion. 

_ The present produce has been men- 
tioned, as being furze, heath, and the coarfer 
grades : interfperfed, however^ with patches 
pf fward, 

’ The 

• 1 I . 

* At the head of the Valley of Yarcambe, cultivation 
and permanent Inclofures climb up the fide — there a gentle 
flope hanging to the North — and fpread over the top of 
the hill. And fome of the foil of the Common appears 
to be of a quality, fimilar to that of the cultivated In- 
flofures. 
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The present stock is an inferior kind 

i * 

of Sheep ; and young Cattle. 

The means of improvement appear, 
to me, to he thofe which I have fuggefted, 
above, for_ the improvement of Dart- 
more *. 

The firft ftep is to feparate the culturable 
from the unculturable lands ; — to cut off 
the fteep ragged brows of the hills, for 
planting. And the next, to inclofe 
the flatted tops of the hills, for culti-t 
v at ion ; or for open sheep wauk, or 
rabbit warren ; agreeably to the foil 
and furface, and conformably with the Prq- 
pofals already offered -f, 

II. HEDGEROWS. Among the va-» 
fious Improvements of which the lower 
grounds, valley lands, or “ bot- 
toms,” as they are called, are capable, 
none flrikes the • eye more forcibly, than 
that of its Hedgerow Timber; which 
is, at prefent, in a Rate of negleft. The 
fame unpardonable pra&ice of lopping Oak 

Timber 

, • X 

* See P. 29. ■ 

f Sep as aboYe. 
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Timber Trees, fo Ihamefully prevalent in 
the Vale of Exeter, is extended, in fome 
degree at leaf!:, to this Diftridt. The foil 
of thefe Valley lands is peculiarly fuitable 
for the growth of Oak Timber ; and, on 
the broad hedge banks, which interfedt 
them. Ship Timber of the firft quality 
might be raifed, in great abundance, with 
little injury to the Occupiers of the lands, 
compared with the advantages which would 
therefrom accrue to the Proprietors and ' 
the Public. Yet we fee thefe valuable 
nurferies, in many parts deftitute, or very 
deficient, with refpedt to this ineftimable 
article of produce : owing, principally or 
wholly, to negledt, or a want of lkill, in the 
Management of Eftates. The coppice 
wood of thefe Hedgerows being reaped 
by the Tenants, they have an intereft in 
deftroying, and preventing the growth, of 
timber trees : a circumftance which 
calls for double diligence, on the part of 
thofe who have the fuperintendance of 
Eftates. There is, evidently, fufficient 
room, in the wide Hedgerows of thefe 
}ands, to grow an abundance of fuel, for 
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the Tenants, and a valuable fupply of 
Timber, for the Landlord, and the Public. 

The means of Improvement are evident. 
Takedown the trees, that are irrecoverably- 
maimed, or which are Hunted, or fully 
grown, and number thofe, which are proper 
to be left Handing, Train up the young 
{lands, or timberlings, fo as to give them 
length of ilem ; not more to improve them 
as Timber Trees, than to prevent their 
doing unneceflaty injury to the crops on 
cither fide, and to the Cpppice wood, which 
{hall hereafter rife beneath them. And fet 
.out, in vacant fpaces, at every fall of Cop., 
pice wood, fuch promifing {hoots, as feldom 
fail to rife among Coppice wood, growing 
on a foil fo favorable to the Oak, as that 
of the Valley Lapds which are now under 
confideration, 

The laft is a bufinefs which requires 
particular circumfpe£tion. It cannot, for 
obvious reafons, be left tp a Tenant or his 
workmen, with fafety ; at leall not tq 
Tenants in general, The only way, in 
•yvhich it can be done with a certainty of 
fqccefs, is to fend round an experienced 

and 


Digitized by Google 



-WEST DORSETSHIRE, See. ttf 

and faithful Woodman, previoufly to the 
cutting feafon, to fet out, and diflinguifh 
with paint, or other confpicuous and per- 
manent mark, the plants which are proper 
to be left for ftandards. 

In this Diflridt, — where the ordinary 
Woods are ufuallycutout, in winter, leaving 
the' Oak Handing, until the barking feafon, 
agreeably to the Danmonianpradtice, — there 
would feem to be a favorable time for 
marking the ftandards, between thefe 
operations. But when it is confidered, that 
the feedling plants, which ought always to 
be chofen where a choice offers itfelf, are 
frequently of inferior fize to the fapling 
fhoots from the flubs, and generally too 
inconfiderable to be left for peeling, fuch 
interval of time is too late. We may, 
therefore, without hefitation or hazard, give 
it in opinion, that every Oakland Es- 
tate, having wide woody Hedgerows, 
fhould have an eflablifhed regulation, re- 
quiring its tenants to give due notice of 
their intentions, previoufly to the cutting 
of their Hedge woods in order that the 

proper plants, they contain, may be marked 

for 
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fot ftandards ; they being allowed a full 
compenfation for the wood thus marked, 
as well as for the attention and care which 
may be requifite, in preferving them from 
injury : giving due encouragement to the 
tenants* who encourage the growth of 
Timber upon their refpetbive farms ; — arid 
treating with negleft, thofe who are neg- 
ligent of its prefervatiom 

For Remarks on Training Hedgerow 
Timber, and its Effefts on Arable Crops, 
fee Planting and Rural Ornament, 
Vol. I. Pages 56 and 96, 

III. PLAN OF FARM MANAGE- 
MENT.* Some alteration, in the arable 
department of Management, feems to be 
wanted. The temporary leys are moftly 
foul, weak, and thin of herbage ; owing, 
doubtlefs, to the practice of taking two or 
three grain crops, in fuccetlion, and laying 
the land down in a Hate of exhauftion, aS 
well as foul, and out of tilth. Perhaps 
taking a crop of beans, in rows w r ell cleaned, 
between the wheat and the oat crop, might 
be found doubly beneficial j as introducing 

a fpecies 
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a fpecies of produce, new to the foil ; and 
ferving to prepare it for the reception of 
the grafs feeds, by a fallow crop. In cafes 
where the foil is very foul, a whole year’s 
fallow is, of courfe, requifite. 

/ 

IV. In the MANAGEMENT' of the 
SOIL, two or three Improvements are ob- 
vious. Much underdraining iswantedj 
not only in the meadows or lower lands ; 
but on the riling grounds and hangs of the 
hills. Stones are plentiful ; and lod drains 
might be found to anfwer on the ftronger 
lands. 

Another Improvement, which prefents 
itfelf, in the Management of the Soil, relates 
to the method of laying it down to 
grass. 

\ 

In Weft Devonfhire, where the fubfoil 
is abforbent, and the foil friable and firm, ' 
it is perfectly right to lay it down, as fiat and 
fmooth as poflible. But, here, where the 
foil is tenacious, and the fubfoil retentive, 
and much of it kept in continual furcharge, 
by the waters pent up beneath it, the prac- 
tice is in a degree abfurd. Neverthelefs, 
* the 
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the practice of thefe two diflant Diftrifts* 
with relpeft to the depofitirtg, or forming 
the furface of their foils; with the plow; 
to receive the given crops; is preeifely the 
fame. , For wheat, the foil is gathered up 
into narrow ridges ; and is laid flat, for 
every other crop. 

The Improvement which ftrikes me, as 
proper to be propofed for this Diftrift, is 
that of keeping the land in ridges, of half 
a ftatute rod in width, for every crop j or 
of preferring theprefent narrower ridges for 
wheat, and throwing two of them together, 
for beans, oats, and ley herbage t being ever 
mindful to form the furfaces of the ridges 
gently convex, to fhoot off the fuperfluous 
rain water which falls On them j with deep 
narrow interfurrows, to receive the water ; 
and with crofs trenches, to convey it away, 
to the neighbouring ditches and common 
fhores ; a principle of Management, which 
is applicable to all cool retentive foils, in 
the Ifiand. 

i 

- V. MANURES. In a remote fituation, 
like that which is now more particularly 

" under 


Digitized by Google 


WEST DORSETSHIRE, &c. 161 

under notice, every experiment and expe- 
dient fhould be ufed, to meliorate the con- 
dition of its lands, and to make up for the 
lofs, they annually fuftain, by the produce 
carried off, without any foreign fupply or 
return for fuch exhauflion. Lime appears 
to be the only extraneous, or factitious 
Manure, at prefent in ufe : a Manure whofe 
operation is generally weak, on cool, co- 
hefive lands. 

IntheR-URALEcONOMYofYoRKSHIRE, 

I ventured to fuggeft, as a probable means 
of meliorating ftrong cohefive foils, the 
burning of their furfaces *not more for 
the afhes, as a Manure, than for the cinders, 
or burnt clay, which fuch a procefs 
neceffarily produces, as a means of improving 
the contexture of fuch cohefive foils *. 
And I have lately been informed, that the 
burning of the clay of drains, and fpreading 
it over the ftrong cohefive lands of Somer- 
fetfhire, is now praCtifed, with great advan- 
tage. Thefe fimple and cheap operations 
are, at leaft, fubjefts of experiment, in every 
DiftriCt, whofe lands are of a clofe retentive 
nature. 

Vol. II. M The 

* See York. Econ. Vol. I. Page 313. 
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The lands, now immediately under con-; 
fideration, have another probable means of 
Improvement within their reach ; and 
which can rarely be commanded, by lands 
of a fimilar nature. I mean the black ' 
moory earth of the heaths, which in- 
clofe and overlook them. There |s doubt- 
lefs much earth of this kind, which lies at 
prefent ufelefs on the hills, and which can- 
not, there, be turned to fo ufeful a purpofe, 
as, in much probability, it tnay, in the 
Vallies; applying it, either in a fjmply 
digefted ftate ; — or in compoft with lime $ 
or in the ftate of poal, or pf allies ; — as a 
ftiort courfe of experiments, attentively c on- 
dueled, could not fail to determine. 



DISTRICT THE SEVENTH 

THE 

VALE OF TAUNTON, 

AND ITS 

ENVIRONS; 

• v * 

TOQPTHER WITH 

/ 

CURSORY REMARKS 

IN A JOURNEY THROUGH 

SO MERSE TS HI RE' 

TN September 1791, on my way from 
Weft Devonfliire to Suflex, I ftapt fome 
days at Taunton j to look round its fine 
Environs ; and to get a general view of the 
Natural Characters, and fome -infight into 
the Rural Management, of this celebrated 
Paflage of Country, I, then, not only 
M 2 examined 
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examined the Area of the Vale, on either 
fide, but afcended the Quantoc and the 
Blackdown Hills, which over look it j 
and went intp one of the Sedgemores, 
which mark Somerfetlhire fo difcriminately, 
from the reft of the I Hand. 

I have, fince, had repeated occafions to 
travel through the Vale : and, in the autumn 
of 1794, on leaving Devonfhire, I renewed 
my attention ; continuing my Remarks 
through the County, in the line be-, 
tween Tiverton and the Devizes. 

In making out this fketch, I find it moft 
convenient to myfelf, and I believe it will 
be found moft advantageous to the Reader, 
as being moft perfpicuous, to keep thefe 
Paflages diftindt : treating of the Vale, as 
the main fubjedt •„ and joining the reft, as 
appendices. 
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VALE OF TAUNTON. 


T HE SITUATION of this fertile 
Yale or Diftridt, is in the Weftera 
Quarter of Somerfctfhire. Its natural 
boundaries are> on the North* the 
Quantoc Hills, which feparate it from the 
Vale of Bridgewater: on the South, the 
Blackdown Hills, \yhich fever it, in a fimi- 
lar manner, from the Vale of Exeter 
and, on the Weft, the Skirts of Exmore 
and the broken hilly Diftridt of the Coaft. 
On the Eaft, it is lefs accurately defined ; — * 
the rifing grounds of Curry, and the exten- 
five marih of South Sedgeniore, may be 
confidered as its natural boundary. 

. Its EXTENT is fmall. It is barely 
entitled to the diftindtion which is here 

/ 

given it, and which it not uncommonly 
bears; though, in natural charadters, its 
M 3 dimenfions 
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dimenfions apart, it is, in the ftridl fenle, A 
Vale Dijlricl. One hundred fquare miles# 
I apprehend, would contain the whole of 
its more valuable lands. 

The ELEVATION of its Area, above 
the fea’s furface, is, even at prefent# irtcon- 
fiderable ; yet 19 fufficient to keep if dry 
and healthy. Nor does any part of it, 
except its lower extreme, appear to have 
evet been liable to the tide, or colledted 
floods : it contains none of fuch level 

A 

marlhes, or “ moors,” as are fcattered in the 
central and Southern parts of Somerfetlhire. 

In SURFACE, as has been intimated, 
this Diftridt takes the Vale character. Its 
area is diverfified with riling grounds, and 
intetfperfed with low meadowy lands. 
The banks, on either fide, rife to a great 
height. On the South fide, the foot of 
Blackdown Ihelves fmoothly# though foftie^ 
what fteeply, into the Valej but, on the 
North, the Quantoc Hills rife abruptly# 
and with a more broken and ftrongly fea*- 
tured front. From Cotherfton Lodge, 
which crowns a prominent knoll, that juts 
out from thefe hills, the entire furface of 

the 
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the Vale is commanded. It is clofed, to 
the Weft, by a crowd of hillocks* — in tu- 
mult wild aflembled: a genuine paflage 
of that lingular fpecies of furface, which is 
common to the Weftern extreme of the 
Ifland ; and which may be .faid to termi- 
nate, or rather to commence* here* 

The CLIMATURE of this Vale might 
be prejudged,' from its lituation. The 
bafes of high extended hills are generally 
cool ; and backward, with refpeCt to 
feafons : — efpecially if they face the North; 
and ftill more efpecially, if the fubftrata 
are' of a cohefive retentive nature ; as are 
thofe of the South fide of the Vale of 
Taunton. In the fecond week of Sep- 
tember 1791, much barley was ftill un- 
harvefted, and fome uncut* 

The SOILS of this, as of many other 
contracted Vale DiftriCts, vary in quality, . 
with the hills which form them. Much 
of the North fide of the Vale of Taunton is 
a deep rich fand — a carrot foil : while the 
oppofite fide is chiefly the fame ftrong red 
loam, which we have found in the Valley 
of Yarcombe, and in the Vale of Exeter; 

, M 4 . and 
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and alfo, in fmall plots, in the South 
Hams, and in North Devonfhire. 

The SUBSOILS are Rill more various. 
In the area of the Vale, a Gravel is feen : 
under the rich red fands of Bifhop’s Ly- 
diard, a concrete fubfiance of the fame 
color, and of various degrees of hardnefs, 
prevails. This concretion, in fome places, 
takes the nature of rock j which, on being 
expofed to the air, acquires a great degree 
of hardnefs, and is ufed as a building mate- 
rial. Under the ftrong red foils, of the 
oppofite fide of the Vale, a deep loam, of a 
iimilar nature, is found :- and, under this, 
fubftrata of white fandy fubftance, harden- 
ing in fome inftances into a kind of ftone, 
is feen interlayered with red loam ; an 
accompaniment, perhaps, which is common 
to all the ftrong red lands of the Ifland. 

The RIVER of the Vale is the Tone, 
or Taun, — which is rendered NAVI- 
GABLE to Taunton. The freightage is 
chiefly, Welch Coals, for fuel, and Culm, 
for burning Lime. 

The chief PRODUCTION of this fer- 
tile Diftridt is, at prefent. Corn. There 

is 
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is very little Grass obfervable ; unlefs 
near the Towns ; and by the fides of the 
Tone, and its branches. And, even from 
the commanding point of Cotherfton, not 
more than two or three fmall plots of 
woodland are feen, in the area of the 
Vale. The hedgerows, however, are 
full of wood j and, when viewed from the 
oppofite banks, a greater degree of 
woodinefs appears. 

The whole is in a STATE OF IN- 
CLOSURE j with fields of various form 
and fize. 

FENCES. In the Vale of Taunton,, 
we trace, by broken fteps, the decline and 
termination of the Danmonian fence. 

In the more Weftern and central parts 
of the area of the Vale, the prevailing Fence 
refembles that of the Valley of Yarcombe, 
and the lower grounds of the Vale of 
Exeter : namely, a low broad bank, loaded 
with coppice wood, and hedgerow timber 
trees : the former moiftly Oak ; the latter 
Elms, fhorn of their boughs, as in the 
ordinary practice of the kingdom. 

But, in palling down the Vale, the Haw- 
thorn 
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thorn hedge begins, by degrees, toniiif 
with the coppice mounds, and, before the* 
Eaftern extremity is reached, becomes the 
prevailing Fence. 

in the Management of farms, 

the Vale of Tauriton differs, in fome re- 
fpetts; from the DaDmonian hus- 
bandry j efpecially in the outline or 
plan of management. It is properly 
an arableDistrict: the temporary 
Ley, which 19 common to Devonfhire, 
fcarcely appears to extend into this Vale. 
In the fecond week of September, half the 
Diftridt, as feen from the hills, was p l o we d 
ground, orTuRNEPS ! the reft appeared 
to be permanent Grass, with the Corn, 
then unharvcfted, and Stubbles unbroken 
up. 

Neverthelefs, in minutiae practi- 
ces, particularly in the management of 
Lime, the burning of Beat, and the fowing 
of Wheat, the Vale purfues the Devonfhiref 
method. 

The Crops are Wheat t Barley, Oats, 
and Beans , the laft more efpecially, on the 
ftronger lands of the South fide of the Vale. 

ORCHARDS. 
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ORCHARDS. The height of Orchard 
trees, as of Hedges, undergoes a change in 
this Diftridt. In travelling, between Exe- 
ter and Taunton, the Rem of the Apple tree 
is feen to lengthen towards Somerfetfhire ; 
but not in uniform progreffion; And, in 
paffing from Tiverton, into the Vale, 
fimilar appearances are feen* The firft 
full-ftemmed Englijh Orchard was ob- 
ferved, in the neighbourhood of Wei-* 
lington* 

' But as this and other particulars, relating 
to the remarkable tranlition, — obfervable * 
in Rural Practices, on leaving the Weftern 
Peninfula, or extreme part of the Iflahd, — 
will appear in the following Journal, it 
is unnecefiary to enter farther, in this place, 
on the particular management of the Vale 

i 

of Taunton. 


THE 
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$JJANTOC HILLS. 

THESE form a narrow range of Moun- 
tain Heights, which rife near the jundtiori 
ef the Parret and the Tone, below Taun- 
ton, and lead, in a North weft direction, 
towards the Coaft of the Irifh fea, or Briftol 
Channel ; dividing the low fertile lands of 
the Vale of Taunton, from thofe of the 
Vale of Bridgewater. 

Their elevation, with refpedt to the 
adjoining lands, is confiderable j though 
their pofitive height, above the tide, is not 
great. They are, however, too high, and 
too mountainlike, in their general afpedt, 
to be merely deemed upland ; yet not of 
fufficient importance to be ftyled mountain. 

The surface cf thefe hills, or rather 
chain of hills, is greatly diverfified, They 
refemble, in furface, foil, and prefent pro- 
duce, the hills of Eaft Devonfture ; and, 
like thofe, have been heretofore cultivated 
(in whole or in part) the rallies or breaks, 

between 
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between them, being now in a ftate pf culti-* 
vation. 

The soil of the extended fummit, to the 
Eaft of Cotherfton Lodge, appears to be of 
a nature that would pay for cultivation; 
being now chiefly covered with grafs and 
the upland fedges. But, to the Weft ward, 
the foil appears to be more barren, and 
much of the produce heath.. 

There being evident traces of Limeftonc 
on thefe hills, their improvement, in 
much probability, might be rendered very 
profitable, to individuals. 

The infulate fituation of thefe Hills ren- 
ders them highly interefting, to thofe who 
admire the ample fcenery of Nature. The 
Mendip Hills, and the principal part of 
§omerfet#iire which lies to the South of 
them } tfie Hills of Wiltfhire and Dorfet- 
ftiire ; Beaminfter Down, with the other 
prominent Hills of Eaft Devonftiire, ter- 
minating with Black Down ; diftant Hills, 
in Devonfliire ; Exmore, and the Hillocks 
pf the Coaft ; with the Briftol Channel and 
its Holms, backed by the Welch Moun- 
tains ; fpread out wide to the view. 

THE 
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THE 

BLACK-DOWN HILLS. 

IT has been laid, that thefe Hills form 
the Southern bank of the Vale of Taunton, 
and feparate it from the Vale of Exeter j 
and, in like manner, they divide the Coun- 
ties of Somerfet and Devon, They are a 
continuation of the Axminfter Hills j form- 
ing their North weftern extremity. 

In elevation, they exceed everything 
in their neighbourhood ; equally overtop- 
ping the Quantpc and the Axminfter Hills. 

In furface, they refemble the reft of the 
mountain heights of this extreme of the 
Ifland ; namely flat, or fwelling j divided 
by wide open Dells, or lhallower Dips j and 
partially fevered, by deep rich Vallies or 
*' Troughs” — as they are called — of culti- 
vated lands, The extreme point, to the 
\Yeft, forms a bold Promontory j wearing, 

Qft 
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.on its Northweftern brow, a mountain 
appearance. 

The soil of the liimmit is of an inferior 

1 

quality ; of a black moory nature : and 
lire wed with the fame bafe kind of Flints , 
that are obfervable on the other hills of 
Eaft Devonlhire j and this without any 
traces of Chalk : an unufual circumftance, 
worthy of the Naturalift’s attention. 

The stock of thefe mountain heights 
are young cattle of the Weft of England 
breed, and moft of them neat : with t ^ ie 
fame aukward, halfrhorned breed of Sheep, 
that are common to all the wild lands of 
this extremity of the Ifland. 

Pn the Northern hang, — about the mid- 
way, — of thefe hills, are quarries of Lime- 
stone, found in a lingular ftate. 

The quality of the Stone is evidently that 
of the Clayftone of Glocefterlhire, of Lei- 
cefterlhire, and of the Vale of Bel voir ; 
but inftead of being depolited in regular 
ftrata, it is found in detached fragments, 
bedded, promifcuoufly, in pale-colored 
earth ; limilar to that with which it is 
inlerlayered, in the inftances above men- 
tioned $ 
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tioned j— as if the flrata of Stone had been 
broken to pieces, while the earthy matter 
was in a plaftic /late, and the mafs had been 
blended, by fome violent agitation. 

The color of the Stone is blue, internally, 
and white, towards the furfaee j and burns to 
a .fomewhat fulphur-colored Lime; re- 
fembling that of Barrow, in Leicefter- 
/hire *. 

Further Remarks on the Lime* 
stone of West Somersetshire. 

I afterwards examined the Lipaeworks 
and quarries of the Hills, which bound the 
Vale of Taunton to the Ball, and which are 
entirely detached from the Blackdown and 
Axminfter Hills. , 

• Here, the fame Stone is found, in regular 
unbroken ftrata j as they appear in the 
quarries of Glocefterihire, Leicefterfhire, 
&c. but with a very /Iriking difference re-? 
fpedfing their fituation. In the places 
abovementioced, they are lodged beneath 
the furfaee of low flat Vale lands ; whereas, 

in 

* See Mid. Ecpn. Vol. I. P. 28. 
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in the inftance under notice, they break 
Out of the face of a lofty and fteep hill. 

Neverthelefs, fuch is the impervious and 
retentive quality of thefe ffrata, that the 
land which lies over them, even in this 
elevated fituation, and clofe upon the brink' 
of a precipice, which probably has here- , 
tofore been the waterworn cliff" of an 
eftuary or arm of the fea, is cold and uri- 
genial, as that which covers their watery 
bed, in the low grounds of the Vale of 
Glocefter. The furface, in many places, is 
occupied by Coltsfoot. A field, clofe upon 
the brink of the cliff which overlooks the 
marfh, or Sedgemore, that will prefently 
be noticed, was under fallow for Wheat, 
at the time I was upon thefe Hills (in 
Sept. 1791) ; and, from the completion of 
the foil, it appeared to be barely worth the 
labor of cultivation. 

How much more depends on the quality 
of the fubffratum, than on that of the foil 
itfelf : the very foil, here under notice, if 
incumbent on an abforbent fubfoil, would 
be worth three or four times its prefent 
value. 

Vol. II. N SOUTH 
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SOUTH SEDGEMORE. 


FROM the eminence juft mentioned, I 
had a favorable opportunity of gaining a 
- general view of this rich Level of marfh- 
lands. And, by riding a few miles within 
•its area, pafting through its 'herds and 
flocks, and convetfing with thofe who were 
attending to them,— I had a fimilar oppor- 
tunity of obtaining the particulars of in- 
formation, which a curfory view required. 

The natural boundaries of thefe marfhes 
are the Limeftone Heights, abovemen- 
tioned, on the South and South-F.aft ; on 
' .the Weft, the broken bafe of the Eaftern 
extremity of the Quantoc Hills, and the 
.narrowed mouth of the Vale of Taunton. 
On the North, the Parret and the Tone 
are confidered as the boundary of the 
. “ Moor” immediately under confideration ; 
their junction forming the extreme point 
to the North. But lands of a fimilar 

nature 
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nature are feen to ftretch away beyond that 
point, to the North-Weft. 

In the view from the hills, there appears 
to be an extent of thefe lands ten of 
twelve miles in length, and fome miles in 
width, under the eye. But the outline is 
'extremely irregular. 

1 The elevation of thefe lands (the part 
I examined at leaft) is fuch as to fecure 
them, at prefent, from the tide $ nor did I 
learn that land floods incommode them, in 
any confiderable degree. 

Their surface is level as that of the 
water, which, with moral certainty, once 
occupied the fpace they now fill. If we 
calculate on the rapid increafe of earthy 
matter, at the mouths of rivers, whofe 
waters are collected from rich arable lands ; 
— and on the decreafing depth of the Sea j 
which, though perhaps not equal to what 
fome modern Writers conjecture, has 
probably been confiderable, during the laft 
, millennium of time ; — it is reafonable to 

l 

fuppofe, that fince the firft fettlement of this 
Ifland, the Sea rolled its rapid tides within 

N 2 the 
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•the area now under contemplation : and 
the rapidity of the tides, in the eftuary of 
the Parret, as of the Severn, accounts more 
fully for the rapid increafe of land j occa- 
fioned by the hit forced up, by the “ Boar” 
or Eagre, which is common to the rivers 
of the Severn Sea *. 

The prefent name of the marches of 
Somerfetfhire, is a fufficient evidence, to 
prove, that, at the time it was affigned 
them, the reclaim was not compleated : 
that they were, at the time it was applied, 

in 

* This Hr iking natural effect, I have repeatedly ob- 
ferved, on the banks of the Severn, near Glocefter ; 
where, at certain times of the tide, and moft efpecially 
during a ftrong Wefterly wind, a body of water, fome 
few feet in depth, rulhcs impctuoufly up the Channel of 
the river ; gliding, as it were, upon the defcending waters ; ■ 
rufbing out at the mpre abrupt bends, and dalhing its 
fpray to a very great height, on every obftruitioj* j 
attended by founds, which may fometimes be heard to a 
confiderable diftance. '■> 

.This eft eel is probably caufed, by the form and fituation 
of the Briftol Channel; which receives the tide, from the * 
Atlantic, by a wide opening, and contrails towards the 
ntouths of the rivers that are thus affeiled. 

The narrowing eftuary of the Humber, produces a 
funilar efteil. 
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in a rtate of Fen j not in that of firm, dry 
Mcirjhlands, as we now find them. 

The soil of this marfh is a red loam, of 
confiderable rtrength and tenacity ; re- 
fembling, with great exadtnefs, that of the 
Ifle of Alney, and the other marfh or 
meadow lands of the Severn * ; except in 
the deeper tinge of red which the foil of 
South Sedgemore has received, from a 
greater mixture of colored water, which 
the red foils of the Vale of Taunton, and 
the North Eaftern bafe of the Blackdown 
hills, have furnifhed. 

The herbage is fingularly fine : appa- 
rently the Dogs.tai! ( Cy nofur us Crijlatus), 
Raygrafs, and White Clover ; with, how- 
ever, fome plots of thirties, on the drier 
parts, and rtripes of filver weed ( Potent ilia 
Anferina ) on the fides of the drains, and 
jnore fwampy places. . 

Hence, this extent of marfhes may b^ 
confidered as land of the firft quality : fit 
for every purpofe of permanent grafsland. 

N 3 The 

* For farther Remarks on the formation of Marfh and 
Meadow lands, fee the Rural Economy of Gie- 
CESTERSHIRE, Vol. I. P. 1J<)' 
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The stock which it bore, at the time 
I was over it, were Horfes, Cattle, Sheep, 
and Geefe. 

Of the Horfes , I faw nothing which 
dtuck me as requiring notice, 

The Cattle confided chiefly of young 
growing dock — moftly two or three years 
old. With, however, many Cows j fome 
of them apparently in milk, or recently 
thrown up,' The condition of mod of 
thefe Cattle was good ; many of them were 
full of flefli j though the grafs was fliort, 
as that of Sheep and Geefe Commons 
ufually is found. Aged Cattle, I undern 
dood, are brought forward on thefe com- 
monable lands, to be flnifhed with after-* 
grafs, 

• The Sheep were chiefly -or wholly of the 
horned breed j and had been put upon 
thefe lands, for the purpofe of fatting. In 
a favorable year, it feems, they get tolerably 
fat. But much drought bakes thofe clayey 
lands, and much rain renders them too 
wet for Sheep. 

The myriads of Geefe are incalculable, 

• The whole are.fubjefted to the operation 


D 


SOUTH SEDGEMORE. 183 

of ** pulling.” They are now (1-3- Sep* 
tember) covered with down, only*. Thd 
operation, T was informed, is repeated ■ 
feveral times, in the courfe of the fummer ; 
and found very profitable. They are kept 
on the “ Moor,” all winter. In long- 
continued froft and fnow, they are fed, and, 
generally, I was told, with Beans. 

j 

/ . 

Remarks. • 

FROM this curfory view, of thefe un- 
appropriated lands, they appear to be of 
fome confiderable value, in their prefent 
commonable ffate. But viewing them as 
being, naturally, grazing and mowing 
grounds of a fuperior quality ; and feeing ' 
the uncertainty of feafons in this climate j 
there can be little doubt of their being 
capable of affording much greater profit, 
to individuals, and to the Community, in 
a ftate of appropriation and divifion. 

The prompt objection to the alteration 
is that of giving a check to the rearing of 
Cattle i and, fome will add, to the rearing 
N 4 of 
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of Gccfe. The laft, however, is not an 
objedt of fufficient importance, either in 
Rural, or Political Economy, to 
weigh, as an argument, on this fubjedt j — 
though the feathers may be entitled to 
their full weight. And, with refpedt to 
the former, it may be faid, that it cannot be 
good policy to fuffer lands to lie in an 
under-produdtive ftate ; by way of forcing ' 
the propagation of any particular fpecies of 
animals ; to the detriment of the aggregate 
produce of the Country. . 


CURSORY 
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CURSORY REMARKS 


IN A JOURNEY THROUGH 

SOMERSETSHIRE* 


TIVERTON 

T O 

TAUNTON. 

(Twentyone Miles.) 

FRIDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER, I794. 

L EAVE the charming environs of Ti- 
verton: the fined fituation in Devon- 
shire ; and one of the firft in the Ifland. 

Meet many lime carts, from the works 
on the borders of Somerfetlhire. The limp 
xnoftly in bags : fome in bulk. 

Pack-. 

* In continuation of that through North Devont 
jhire. I mull again apologize for the naktdnefs ofthefe 
remarks. ( 


i 86 TIVERTON to TAUNTON, 

Packhorfes laden with hay, in truffes, 

A view of the rich environs of Bradnich 
opens : backed by the hills of Eaft Devon* 
/hire. 

Pafs through a rich plot of country, 
round Halberton (three miles). The fub- 
foil red grouty gravel ; as near Hatherlcy, 

Some fields pf fine turneps ; beautifully 
clean. 

* 

Tha road good : now mending, with 
flinty gravel, or broken flints. 

More good turneps j near Sampford. 

A variegated fubfoil : red and white. 

Enter flat furzegrown commons, and 
leave the rich Diftridt of Tiverton. 

The Blackdown hills, with mountain 
features, appear in front, and at hand. 

Meet more lime carts, and fome wag- 
gons : the lafl of the Weft of England con-* 
lirudtion. - * 

Inftance of mowing dwarf furze : a 
fecond workman following, with a rake, td 
form the fwaths into faggots, • 

Pafs a young plantation of foreft trees, 
of different fpccies ; put in among dwarf 
furze : the firft inftance of planting (ex* ' 

cepting # 
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cepting the Scotch firs near Hatherley) ob- 
ferved in this journey of near a hundred 
miles ! 

Pits of red gravel, by the fide of a good 
road. 

The fubfoil— a feam of watervvorn gra- 
vel, and rough pebbled. 

Leave the Vale of Exeter. 

Join the Exeter road (nine miles), and 
enter Maiden Down : a wide furzegrown 
common : the deprefled ridge which fepa- 
rates the Vales of Exeter and Taunton. 

A broad view of Somerfetfhire breaks 
upon the ey e : the V ale of T aunton, backed 
by the Quantoc hills. 

Obferve fmall and very neat cattle, on the 
commons, 

A deep white fandy fubflratum, and 
heavy fandy roads. 

Some good oxen of the Somerfetjhire 
breed. Not fo clean as the bed: of the 
North Devonfhire, 

More beautifully clean turneps. 

Sandy road, and hollow way : the fub- 
ftratum red fandy rock. 

A tall 
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A tall Englifh orchard ! (near Wei-, 
lington) the Hems five or fix feet high. 

InStance of burning Beat, in the Devon- 
shire manner. 

Weflcountry waggons prevail : no in- 
fection. 

A fallow laid up, in ribs and trenches. 
Poor village huts. 

Six oxen Stirring a fallow of Strong red 
land. 

Meet a firing of culm carts ; on their 
way, from the Taunton Navigation, to the 
Limeworks. 

Some neat clean young cattle. 

Dip into a clofe wood-bound flat : high 
hedges and hedgerow timber ; as in Eaft 
Norfolk. 

The hedgebanks lower j but flill wide, 
and partake of the Devonshire . coppice 

hedges. 

Devonshire tools in ufe, here. The 
pointed Shovel, common. 

Pafs feveral pieces of good clean tur- 

neps. 

Hedge trees univerfally lopped. 

A few 
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A few Tingle Hawthorn hedges begin to 
appear. 

Several instances of Stubble turneps. 

Some thick polled Sheep. 

Lime compoSt, on headlands, as in De- 
vonshire. 

InStance of bean Stubble, or the <f arriSh” 
of fome other pulfe, dunged for wheat. 

Some good Somerfetfhire oxen : dark 
blood red.. 

Subfoil variegated : Streaks of red and 
white. 

Healthy, tallStemed, English orchards. 

Leave the red land : the foil and fubfoil, 
now, of a light brown color. 

Obferve fmall mountain Sheep j partially 
horned ; as thofe of Okehampton. 

Much hedgerow timber ; moitly Elm. 

A dairy of good cows. 

Charming road ; with a high broad foot- 
path. A London-like approach to 

Taunton j — a large, well built, hand^ 
fome town : the tower of tKe Church of 
St. Mary is Singularly tall and beautiful. 

THE 


Digitized by Google 



IQ'S 

< 


TIVERTON to TAUNTON. 


/ 

Tiik Market of Taunton. 

THE Market Place of Taunton is one 

* 

of the firft in the Kingdom ; whether as to 
fize, neatnefs, or accommodations : a trian- 
gular inclofure, fitted up with ftreets of 
covered flails, for butchers meat, and fur- 
nished with fpacious colonnades, for corn, 
poultry. See. and one for cheefe, bacon, and 
other articles, — which are fold, retail , by 
farmers’ wives and daughters : an unufual, 
but a very political way of bringing thefe 
article's, at once, to the confumer j without 
the intervention of mere dealers. 

The Corn Market, here, as in Norfolk, 
is held in the afternoon ; beginning about 
three o’clock. Much corn in the market, 
in narrow two bufhel bags ; each feller 
having a tray, to fhoot part of a bag into, 
that its quality may be the better Teen. 
Obferved no famples ; but underfland that 
milch is fold through their medium *. 

’ " TAUNTON 

* Thefe Remark?, on the Market of Taunton, were 
chiefly made in 1791. 


•SOMERSETSHIRE. 


191 

TAUNTON 

T O 

SOMERTON. 

(Eighteen Miles.) 

SATURDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER, I794. 

THE Country, for the firft two miles, 
is nearly flat : then fomewhat fwelling : a 
rich fine country. 

Hawthorn hedges common. 

Many ftubble turneps : fome of them 
promifing. 

Much arable land : foil mofily a ftrong 
red loam. 

Many wheat ftubbles turned under : an 
- evidence of the forward Rate of hufbandry. 

Arrifli mows common, in this part of 
Somerferfhire. 

Infiance of an Ox cart, with the yoke 
hung to the pole, by means of a wooden 
bow, infiead of an iron ring. Poubtlefs 

the 
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I . 

the primitive method. Beautifully fimple y 
but liable to accidents. 

Milietoe obfervable in tfie ofchafds ! 

The plow of Somerfetfhire has a long 
but well turned moldboard ; with a wrefl. 
Handing fofnewhat high : and with a lad- 
der-piece behind, which Headies a long,' 
flender, right handle, fhooting forward to 
the beam. 

Leave a plot of vale land, to the right. 

The under Hratum appears in feams of 
red earth, and a fort of white Honey fub- 
llance. 

Wheat Hubbles in narrow ridges, as 
throughout Devonfhire. 

Many fallows, for wheat, are feen. 

Adt of Parliament hedges, againfl the 
road. The firfl, probably, of any extent, 
from the Landsend. 

Still many hedgerow Elms. 

InHance of paring and burning. 

'A large field orchard going to decay. 

Pafs fome good young cattle. 

The pointed fhovel Hill in ufe. 

Crofs a dip of cold weak land (five 
miles). 

A rainy 
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A rainy ftormy morningi How con* 
Venient is a carriage, and how productive of 
information ! A tablet full of interefting 
fails, in travelling five or fix miles j not- 
withstanding the unfavorablenefs of the 
morning. A traveller on horfeback could 
not look up : nor if anything met his eye* 
could he note it, with conveniency ** 

Ox carts (wains or coops) common. 

Inftance of a young field orchard (at 
North Curry). The plants tall, and fet 
out at good diltances* in the belt Here* 
fbrdlhire manner. 

A quarry of blue building (tone. 

Many orchard grounds. 

A newly planted quickfet hedge. 

Many neat young cattle. 

The foil and fubfoil ftill red* 

Good limeftone road 

Vol. II. O Afcend 

* This remark applies to travelling. In exa- 
mining a particular Diftrift or station, riding on 
Horseback is preferable to a carriage ; and walking, 
infinitely preferable to either. 

f A fingular method of breaking road materials, efpe- 
cially the bafe flints, that have been repeatedly mentioned, 

is 
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Afcend the limeftone heights** 

O 

Carts and waggons, at the lime kilns : 
no pack horfes. 

A good back view of the Vale of Taun- 
ton. 

A broad view of South Sedgemore, — 
covered with cattle, flieep, and geefe ; and, 
over it, a view of the Poldown and Men- 
dip hills. 

Some good horned lambs. 

Thin limeftone land ; and more lime 
kilns. 

A rich looking valley of land opens to 
the right. 

Tnflance of a field orchard, in a date of 
arable culture, as in Herefordfhire. 

A Sedgemore, or Marfh, of fome extent, 
is feen to the right. 

Swing plows univerfal. 

More field orchards. 

The hedges of the road cropped. 

\ A herd 

is obfervahle in this Country : a one-handed hammer 
being ufed, by a workman fitting i a method which, it is' 
aflerted, is more expeditious, than the ordinary one of 
ufing the fledge hammer. , - 

* See Page 176. t 
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A herd of tall thin white pigs. 

Continue upon cold limeftone heights. 

Pafs Burton Pynfent. 

A neat farmery, and large farm. 

Clean fallows, and good clover. 

Farm hedges kept down to fence height. 

Four heavy horfes plowing broken 

t 

Six oxen employed in the fame ope- 
ration ; with heavy long fwing plows. 

A full hedgerow of apple trees; as 
about Bromyard in Herefordlhire. 

. Pafs through Curry Rival. 

Strong cold land : wheat, beans; and 
clover. 

Sed large flocks of horned fheep ; of a 
breed fimilar to that of Dorfetfhire and 
Eaft Devonlhire. 

Leave the limeftone heights, arid defcend ' 
tbwards Langport. 

A wide Vale Diftridt opens to the right. 

A naked Chiltern Country, in front, and 
ttf the left* 

Six oxen at plow, and four at harrow : 
all in yoke : alfo two at plow, with two 
horfes before them ; as in the South Hams 
O 2 of 
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of Devonfhirc j and as formerly in York* 
fhire. 

See Ham Hill, or Hamdown Hill ; a 
broken prominent, ftriking objecrt. 

Flat-roofed hayricks, as in Cleveland. 

Crofs the Parret, at Lang port, — a 
mean market town. A Navigation and 
Coal Yard. 

Pantiles in ufe, as a covering. 

Enter a common field : the find from 
the Landsend. 

Foul bad hufbandry : couch and thirties. 

The fubfoil limeftone gravel j yet the 
land appears to be cold and weak. 

Flocks of fheep now in thefe open fields. 

Another flat of marflies appear to the 
right. ■ » 

In front, a wide range of limeftone 
Downs. Large deprefied fwells of arable 
lands, with fhallow grafty dips between, 
them : part in open common fields, — part 
inclofed. 

A windmill appears : the firrt in this- 
journey. 

Large flocks of fheep, in the open fields. 

A fheep fold : the firrt. 

Ant 
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An open naked Cambridgelhire-like 
Country. 

Catch a diftant view of the Dorfetlhire 
hills. 

Many good cart horfes, on the road. 

Large limeftone flags — or coarfe marble 
flabs — raifed near the road. , , 

The plow team — four horfes, at length. 

The tops of the fwells are dry — ftone to 
the furface ; but the fldes appear cold and 
weak. 

Foul thiftly common fields. 

A roughly broken paflage, to the left. 

A large flieep fold. 

Somerton appears iu a broad flat j or 
fhallow bafon ; with riling grounds on 
every fide. 

A large field of rough old grafsland: 
Appropriated ivajie. 

An ox waggon, partially loaded with 
ftraw, and thatched ; doubtlefs, a harvell 
waggon, thus fet by for the next feafon. 

Enter Somerton, — another mean mar- 
ket town : the fuburbs in ruins. 

O 3 SOMERTON 
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SOMERTON 

» AND - ITS 

E N VI RONS. 

A DECAYING Place : the remains, 
probably, of a good Town : now, evidently, 
in negledt. 

The building materials limeftone and 
thatch- The liones neatly foribed, as in 
the Vale of Pickering. 

Below the Town, towards the Eaft, the 
environs are beautifully broken. A valley 
of rich marfh land, overlooked by bold 
wooded knolls. 

Large good oxen, and good, horned 
wedders, now grazing in the marfhes. 

• 

SOMERTON 

T O 

SHIPTON MALLET. 

(Fifteen Miles.) 

SATURDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER, I794-’ 

CROSS the meadowy yalley, and wind 
among the rugged hillocks, which form its 
Northern bank. 

A flock 

v « 
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A flock of very neat, horned ewes: — 
in the beft Dorfetjhire form. 

Afcend a thin foiled limeftone fwell. 

The Valley re-opens, to the right. 

Pafs a dairy of indifferent cows. 

The foil encreafes in ffrerrgtb. 

Small fields and hedgerow elms : evi- 
dences of deep well foiled land ; but unufual 
in elevated fituations. 

The Country now more open ; and a 
fine Valley is difclofed to the left. 

A remarkable line of road ; on a well 
foiled ridge, with a rich Vale Diftrift, on 
either hand : the Vallies of Somerton and 
Glaffonbury. ' 

The conical hillock, near Glaffonbury, 
furmounted by a tower, is a ftriking ob- 
je<ff, in this point of view. 

Strong wheat ftubbles, on thefe uplands. 

A fallow for wheat, now folding. 

* Marble quarries on either fide of the 
road. Many men at work •, and teams 
-waiting. Moftly raifed in large ilabs, fix 
or eight inches thick, and feveral feet in 
dimeniions. Lie horizontally, and near the 
O 4 furface 
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* 

furface of level ground. Men employed fa 
polifhing them. The color a blue grey. 

Village buildings of done and pantile. 

Some orchards, on this cool foil. Bu£ 
the fubdratum is calcareous. 

The Valley or Vale of Gladonbury, 
backed by the Mendip Hills, fpreads wide 
beneath the eye. o 

Enter cold-foiled common fields (five 
miles). v 

Beans a prevailing crop. ' 

The foil a cold crumbling clay j like that 
over the claydone of the Vale of Gloceder, 

Reach the point of the cold-foiled ridge j 
and defcend into the Vale of Glaston- 
bury *. 

Crofs the river Brent, at Lydford. 

A parcel of ill formed cows, modly black, 

Cold Vale land — at prefent bare of her- 
bage. 

The 

* This is a difficult pafiage of country to clafs, It is 
more than a galley ; yet wants fomething of the Vale 
character. However, below the part, here crofied, it feems 
to fpread wider, and to acquire a variety of outline an<J 
diverfity of furface. I denominate it of Glaftonbury, as 
it contains that antient place. 
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The mile ftones fhamefully defaced but 
how eafy to remedy the defedt, with paint. 

Marble ftiles and fences common. 

Elm trees and pollards, fcattered over 
grafs inclofures. 

Still a cold flat Vale Diftridt, The fields 
blue, with Devilsbit \Scabiofa fuccifa). 

The grafs inclofures interfedted with 
furface drains. A very cold plot of 
country: weak and languid, even at this 
feafon of the year. Adapted to the cheefe 
dairy, and the rearing of cattle. 

Some lean cows : but of a better breed 
than the laft. 

Many pollards in the hedges. 

A plot of woodland, well timbered ; 
much of the land of this Vale is well 
adapted to oak timber. The hedgerows, 
at leaft, ought to be filled with it. 

The whole in a ftate of grafs : no arable 
land feen from the road. 

Another dairy of fmall ill formed cows. 

Hayftacks in the field ; as in the dairy 
Piftritts of Yorkfhire. 

The land improves ; ftfil wholly in grafs. 

A welU 
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A well foiled riling ground, in front j 
wholly covered with grafs. 

A large dairy of cows, of the middle- 
horned breed 5 but not of the Devonjhire 
variety. 

Hayftacks capped, only, with thatch ; as 
in the Yorklhire practice. 

Some roomy good cows : varioufly 

colored ? 

Arrive at- the foot of the hill : the Vale 
is fome three or four miles wide. 

The road acrofs it is a ftraight line. 
Roman ? 

Another dairy of many colored cows. 

Reach the upper ftages of the fteep j— 
and enjoy the views : — extenfive, rich, and 
pidturable. 

Good grafsland upon thefe hills ; and 
flocked with good cows. 

From the fummit of the hill, an entire 

9 ' 

circle of views are commanded : a wide fea 
of grafslands : the hills and the Vale equally 
green. 

The fubfoil, of this fertile upland, is 
limeftone gravel, in thin layers, between 
loam. 


Some 
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Some very good cows, on thefe hills. 

Another Vale opens to the left : a fine, 
flrongly featured country. 

A large Marfh or Sedgemore appears tQ 
the left. / 

Obferve feveral Jheet cows: are they 

natives of Somerfetfhire * ? 

Many good Sheep, — of the Dorfetfhire, 
or Well; of England breed. They appear 
fo be common to Dorfetfhire, EaSt Devon- 
shire, and this part of Somerfetlhire. 

A rick' frame loaded with Straw, and 
thatched as a roof. ' 

Meet a load of Somerfetjhire “ reed :** 
differing from that of Devonjhire ; as having 
the ears cut off : confilting of clean Straight 
juibruifed Stems only. 

Defcend into another Valley of grafsland ; 
narrower, but better foiled, than the laft. 

LimeStone Still raifed by the fide of the 

road : 

* This Singular variety, which is obfervableJn Gentle- 
men’s grounds, in different parts of the island, is given by 
color, chiefly or wKoljy. A sheet cow refembles a red 
cow of North Devonshire, or Weft SomerfetShire, with a 
white Sheet thrown over her .barrel; her head, neck, 
Shoulders, and hind parts, being uncovered. 
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road : thick ftrata of brown earth between* 
the Teams of ftone ; differing from the blue 
marble. 

Inftanceof underdraining, with flat ftones 
fet up, in the form of the letter V, inverted. 

Afcend another range of grafsland fwells. 

Stone fence walls, on thefe uplands : the 
firft, from the weftward, in this line of 
road. Some, in courfes of dry ftones, al- 
ternately with other courfes, laid in earth 
mortar. 

Inftance of unbitten aftergrafs ; the firft 
obferved, in this ftage : — a dairy country. 

Good horned wedders, in thefe grafs 
grounds. ; 

Leave a rich grafly hillock, to the right. 

The valley of Shipton opens prettily 
rich grafsland, beautifully furfaced ; but 
disfigured with ftone fences. 


\ 

SHIPTON 


• • 
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S H I P T O N 

AND ITS 

ENVIRONS. 

A SMALL Market Town; fituated near 
the head of a fine valley. 

The church ftately, and in a good ftyle 
of architecture. Several neat houfes :<• a 
feat of the woollen manufacture. 

On the North fide of the valley, are fome 
bold hillocks, compofed wholly of mafles of 
limeftone, covered with a rich deep foil. 
The rock remarkably ftrong : very different 
from the blue marble, before noticed. 
Thi$,-in general appearance, refembles more 
the ftone of St. Vincent's rock, near Briftol. 

A limekiln and large quarries ; — feem- 
ingly of long {landing. 

Afhen pollards fcattered over thefe grafs- 
lands ; chiefly by the fides of ftone walls : 
a practice I have elfewhere obferved, on 
Well foiled limeftone lands. 

Some confiderable dairies cf ^cod cows, 
in thefe environs. 

. SHIPTON 
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SHIPTON MALLET 

T O 

FROM E. 

(Twelve Miles) 

SUNDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, I794. 

CROSS the valley above the town u. the 
water a mere rivulet. No appearance of 
tnills of manufacture. 

A fhanleful road toll : and this where 
materials are fo abundant. 

Pafs a dairy of twenty or thirty good 
cows. 

A large flock of fheep, on a thinfoiled 
hillock to the right.. 

Rife another grafly height : the foil 

redifh ; the fubfoil lime (tone gravel. • 

A foul wheat ftubble ; and an attempt 
at turneps. Dairy men are bad arable 
farmers. 

* More 
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More large light-colored cows j alfo a 
few calves : the firft obferved in this cow 
Diftridt ! 

More finch-backed, Glocefterfhire-like 
cows : with fome mixed-breed heifers : 
how little young flock appears. 

A wide view, to the right, backed by 
the broken heights of Stourton. 

Still grafsland and afhen pollards : with 
fome flone fences ; but more thorn hedges. 

JPafs fome large dairy farm. 

A herd of good Weft of England cows : 
a fingle inftanee. • „ 

A limeftone quarry: a ftrong redifh rock: 
the foil over it red, and of good depth. 

Leave the limeftone grafsland Country. 

Enter a weakfoiled arable Diftridl : the 
foil ftill red : in appearance, the fame as that 
which covers the limeftone rock. 

The foil ftill weaker : fandy and wet. 

A ftrongly featured country to the right ; 

about Stourton. 

✓ 

A wide Vale Diftridt opens, in front. 

✓ 

The fertile Vale of Trowbridge : fkreened, 
on the right, by the Wiltfhire Downs ; 

and. 
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Round rodden cow cribs, as in Glocefter- . 
fliire. 

A fmall orchard or two. 

Large dairy grounds, intermixed with 
arable inclofurcs. 

A flock of good Wiltfhire ewes. 

Crofs a fVveetly wooded dell. 

The fubftratum, on the weft fide, red 
fluttered rock ; on the eaft fide, pale foft 
rubble : diftinCt mafles of materials. 

Village Buildings — ftone pantiles and 
thatch ; with fome heavy ftone-fiates. 

Pafs a large farmery, on the right. 

A paflage of fine grafsland. 

Good ftone road, between cropped 
hedges. 

Enter F Rome : a large well built place ; 
in u fine fituation. Several neat boxes,' in 
its environs : the town likewife neat ; 

though a manufacturing place : — Leeds, 
without its coals and dirt. The Warminfter 
and Longleat Hills, are good objects from 
thefe environs. 

’ 7- ,V • . 

Vol.IL P FROME 
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F R O M E 

T O 

DEVIZES. 


(Twenty Miles) 

SUNDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 1 794- 


MORE deep loam on limeftone : with 
mixed cultivation : grafs and arable. 

. Stone walls, in the environs of Frome, 
as of Shipton : ugly, it is true ; but ef- 
fectual againft hedgebreakers. , Both of 
them are manufacturing towns; and, of 
courfe, inhabited, by the diffolute and 
• 

A large dairy of longifh-horned cows : 
apparently of a mixed breed. 

A rich, clean country (two mile's). 

The name of the village, on a board, at 
the entrance of “ Beckington a liberal 
aCt, in thofe who placed it there. 

A large 
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A large dairy of mixed cows. 

The road hedges legally kept. 

Field hay ricks ftill common. , , ■ 

Three full-bred ‘longhorned cows : the 
firft. 

Deep clayey fubfoil (four miles). 

Single-wheeled plows, with winding 
wooden moldboards. 

A recent inclofure, from a ftate of com- 
mon. 

The land a deep loam. The quickfets 
guarded with two lines of dead hedgework. 

A flat, yet apparently, dry country. 

Enter WILTSHIRE. 

A cold flat vale paflage. 

Farm houfes — of timber and brick pan- 
nels ; with weatherboarded barns j as in 
the Southern Counties. 

Rife a dryer, betterfoiled fwell of land : 

Stocked with large herds of cows. 

Fat cart horfes, at grafs (Sunday). 

A view of North Wiltfhire opens, in 

i 

front. 

Longhorned Cows, and Weft of England 
Oxen. 

P 2 Pafs 
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Pafs through Trowbridge ; a fai f 
town* finely fituated. Many good houfes. 
The principal ftreet is remarkably neat. 
Seated on a clean fwell of rich land ; over- 
looking a fweetly wooded bafon, backed 
by the Wiltfhire Hills. 

Catch a broad and extenfive view of the 
Vale of N erth Wiltfhire. 

The road hedges univerfally Ihorn. 

Inftance of high grafsland ridges, as in 
Glocefterihire and North Wiltfhire: the 
fir'd 6bferved in this journey. 

Some large orchard grounds. . 

Bad roads : foft limeftone is among the 
word of road materials. 

Many hedgerow Elms. 

Singlewheel plows, in common ufe. 

. Some very foul bad farming : 

And a large inclofure of rough anthilly 
land : left, in this wafteful date, — as if to 
keep the arable lands in countenance. . * ' 

Gates, with four bars, and fhouldered 
hartrees, univerfal, acrofs this Vale. 

Twenty full-bred longhorned cows. 

A fine Vale Didritt : rich waves of grafs - 
land (3 miles from Trowbridge). 

• More 
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More rich grafslands ; flocked with 
longhorngd cows : now apparently in full 
poflefllon. 

Many hedgerow Elms : fome of them 
large, 

A compleat dairy country (three to four 
miles). A fmall goofe and pig common: 
how much like many paflages of the Vales 
of Glocefterfhire. 

A good longhorned bull $ and fome 
heifers. 

See, in a quarry, fine loam, three feet 
4eep, on limeftone ! - 

Some patches of field potatoes. 

A wide extent of EJm-wooded Vale, to 
the right. 

Many good Wiltshire fheep. 

The bafe, or unbroken area, of the Vale 
terminates. Afcend' the. fair hillopk of 
Seend : — charming fituation ! rich and 
beautiful views, from every point: three 
or four habitable houfes fcattered on the 
hill : elegant village ! 

Crofs a dip of rich arable land : flrong 
dark brown foil. Wheat and beans ; hut 
no clover ! 

P 3 Afcend 
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Afcend the firfl: Rage of the Wiltfhire 
Hills, to Devizes j a large and refpedtable 
market town ; finely fituated - . 

From its environs, catch abroad view of 
the rich and extenfive Vale of Trowbridge ; 
backed by the rifing grounds of Somerfet- 
fhire, and diftanced by the Mendip Hills ; — 
tracing back, with the .eye, a principal part 
of this day’s journey. 



A GENERAL 


A 

GENERAL VIEW 

% 

OF THE 

MORE SOUTHERN PARTS 

O F 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 

T HE Line of Country, which pafled 
more immediately under the eye, in 
this journey, varies much, in Natural Cha- 
mbers, and Rural Management ; feparating, 
analytically, into 

The Vale of Taunton j 
The inclofed Limeftone Heights, between 
the Tone and the Pajret j 

The open-Field Diftrib, or Limeftone 
Powns, between Langport and Somerton : 
The ftrong arable Lands, on Limeftone, 
between the Bropk of Somerton and thq 
Brent j 

The Vale of Glaftonbufy ; 

P* ' Tfc 
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The rich Grafsland Limeftone Heights, 
on either fide of ShiptDn Mallet j termi- 
nating in 

The Vale of Trowbridge. 

The elevation of this Line of Country 
is inconfiderable ; unlefs towards its Eaflern 
extremity. The tide flows, or has hereto-* 
fore flowed, within much of thefe Southern 
parts of Somerfetfhire ; extenfive flats of 
marfhes being feen on either hand. $.bout 
Shipton, and thence towards Frome, the 
ground rifes, but not confiderably, and the 
waters which fall on it divide j part of them 
palling weftward to the Bay of Bridge- 
water j- the reft falling into the branches of 
the Avon. 

The surface is Angularly diverfified; 
the hills frequently rile abruptly, from wide 
fiat rallies; or extenfive trails of marfhes, 
which fpread their broad level furfa'ces 
between them ; giving them, in fome points 
of view, and through a humid atmofphere, 
$he appearance oflflands. * . 

The climature is probably forward. 
Every appearance of harvefl had pafled 
away. 


The 


ai7 


, SOMERSETSHIRE. 

The WATERS, SOILS, SUBSOILS, 

and fossils, are detailed in the Journal; 
and it may be needlefs to remark, here, 
that, between the Vales of Taunton and 
Trowbridge (both of which have evidently 
been formed, with heterogeneous materials) , 
the Country is a continued chain of lime- 
stone hills ; or that the nature of the 
flone is ftrikingly different ; confifling of 
two diltindt fpecies of Limeftone ; which 
doubtlefs have had feparate origins ; the 
wide Valley of Glaflonbury appearing to 
divide them. 

The inland navigations, obferved, 
are thofe of Taunton and Langport. Few 
parts of this Ifland are better adapted to 
navigable Canals, than this part of Somer- 
fetfhire : and lurely, the Brent • and the 

Avon, feeing the Coals, the Limeftone, and 
the Manufacture, which lie between them, 
might be joined with advantage. 

The state of inclosure appears in 
the detail : the entire Country is inclofed ; 
except the moors or common marfhes, and 
the paffage of open common fields, between 
Langport and Somerton. 

The 
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The productions may likewise b« 
gathered from the detail. To the Weft of 
the Valley of Glaftonbury, arable crops are 
prevalent : in that Vale, and to the Eaft of 
it, grajsland is the almoft only produce, 
even to the confines of the County, and 
through the whole of the Vale of Trow- 
bridge : an extent of grafsland Country, 
which is rarely met with ; efpecially where 
the furface is greatly diverfified. Of 
i woodland , this Line of Country, the Vales 
which terminate it excepted, may be faid 
to be deftitute : and the hedgerow wood is 
inconfiderable ; the fuel being chiefly, 
perhaps, peats of the fens and marfhes. 

Village and Farm buildings are 
wholly of ftone, covered with thatch, tiles, 
or a heavy kind of flate. Left the mud 
wall, in the Vale of Taunton; and met 
* the half-timher building, and weather- 
boarding, in the Vale of Trowbridge. 

A broad cloth manufacture, of 
confiderable extent, I believe, is carried on, 
in the Eaftern parts of this Line of Country., 
But, in travelling it, few traces of fuch a 
manufacture appear, ^he manufacturing 

DiftriCts. 
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DiftriCts of Yorklhire, and Lancafhire, — 
more efpecially thofe of the woolen manu- 
factures, are marked by their dirt and 
mifery : companions, however, which, it 
would appear, in travelling through Somer- 
fetlhire and Wiltfhire, are not eflentially 
neceflaryto the woolen manufacture: 
the moft natural, as well as the moil 
political, branch of Manufacture, this 
Ifland can encourage. 

The farms, or parcels of land in the 
occupation of individuals, appear to be 
fmall j efpecially the arable farms, on the 
Weft fide of the County, where the life— 
Ieafe tenure is prevalent, and extends, I 
believe, more or lefs throughout the county 
of Somerfet, and within that of Wilts. 
On the Eaft fide of the County, there ap- 
pears to be fome dairy farms of a greater 
magnitude. 

Beasts of labor. On the arable fide 
of the County, Oxen are prevalent, and 
freely ufed, in all the ordinary works of 
hufbandry ; but, in the dairy country, and 
on the borders of Wiltfhire, a lefs profitable 

race 
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race of animals (for the Public at lead) is, 

I fear, in common ule *. 

.The cattle of Somerfctfhire are va- 
rious. The .Weft: of England breed are 
confined to the Weftern and Southern parts 
, of the County ; the Vale of Glaftonbury ' 

appearing; 

* T ax on Horses. In thefe days of famine and 
taxation, — v.hat politic*! blindntfs mull that be, which 
(lifters the produce of the Country to be confirmed, by 
animals that make nc> return to the magazine of human 
food; nor makeanv adequate recompenfe to theCommunity, 
for the expence they are hourly creating. Animals that 
are preying on the fultinence which is wanted to fupprefs the 
cravings of the fpecies. Animals for whofe fupport the 
Country may be faid to be now paying fums incalculable. 
And, furely, they ought to he made accountable for an 
adequate part of the debt they are lavifhly incurring. 

A tax of ona Guinea, a year (on every horfe, whether 
ufed in hufbandry or otherwife), for the firft three years, 
with an additional tax of or\e Guinea, a year, every third 
year, fo long as found policy fhall fee right (thus allowing 
time for the rearing of cattle,), will raife an immenfe 
revenue ; will leffen, effentially, the confumption of grain ; 
and throw into the markets an abundant increafe of 
animal food. 

For Remarks, and Calculations, on the comparative 
ElFeiSt of Harfcs and Cattle, as Beads of Draft in 
Hufbandry, fee the Rur \l Economy of the Midland. 
Cockties, Vol, I. Page 470. 
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appearing, in the Line of Country travelled 
through in this journey, to be the Northern 
boundary of this breed. The cows of the 
dairy Diftridt are probably bought in ; 
many of them have the marks of the Glo- 
cefterfhire breed j while others wear ap- 
pearances of the middle-horned breed of 
the North of Yorkfhire : — light colored, 
and irregularly pied : a variety of color in 
the middle-horned breed} which I did not 
expedt to have met with, in Someriet- 
fhire. Knowing that the long-horned 
breed have been for a length of time eftab- 
lifhed in North Wiltshire, and the red breed 
in the Vale of Taunton, I expedted to have 
found a mixture of thefe two breeds, rather 
than a dillindt variety. 

The sheep of Somerfetfhire have not 
been lefs the fubjedt of furprize, than its 
cattle. I did not expect to find what in 
Smithfield is emphatically called “ horned 
fheep,”— -and much lefs the Dorfetjkire 
variety of that fort,— -inhabiting, as a native 
breed, any part of Somerfetfhire. But 
perhaps they are molt prevalent, in Somer- 
fetfhire, 
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fetfhire, as in Devonfhire, on the Dorfet- 
fhire fide of the County. 

Of swine, Somerfetfiiire appears ftill 
to perfevere in the old white breed which 
may be faid to be in full poflelfion of the 
more Weflern Counties. 

Of bees I obferved but one folitary hive ! 
In the long Line of Country, between 
Cornwall and Wiltfhire, I do not recoiled 
to have feen more than half a dozen of thofit 
induflrious families ! — whofe labors are 
clear gain to a Country, — who contribute 
to the National flock without diminifhing 
any other article of its produce. 


A RETROSPECTIVE 


Digitized by Google 


A 

RETROSPECTIVE VIEIV 

• OF THE 

WEST OF ENGLAND. 

F ROM the foregoing Examinations, it 
is evident, that the Point of Land, 
which is the more immediate fubjeft of 

thefe Volumes, forms a natural de- 

/ . • 

partment of this Kingdom; and that 
it was, heretofore (and ftill indeed may be 
faid to remain), a peninsula,-— partially 
cut off, by inlets of the Bays of Bridgewater 
and Bridport, from the main body of the 
Ifland. 

It is equally evident, from thefe Purveys, 
that the Department now in view i9, at 
prefent, under a courfe of Rural Ma- 
nagement which differs, in many refpefts, 

from 


Digitized by Google 




224 RETROSPECTIVE VIEW. 

v 

V 

from that of the I (land at large ; and whofc 
balls, it is highly probable> has had a fepa- 
rate origin. 

Judging from the modern practice of • 
colonization, it is reafonable to fuppofe, 
that the Bays/ Inlet's, and Eftuaries of 
Rivers,' in this Ifland, were the hrft fettled ; 
and that* as inhabitants encreafed, culti- 
vation, by progreffive Heps, approached 
the higher lands ; climbing, in the courfe 
of time, to the interior heights. 

Admitting that Cornwall and Devonfhire 
were early colonized, and the whole of 
them by the fame people ; and that, after- 
ward, a colony of a different race, took 
poffel^on of the* inlets of the Bay of Bridge- 
water, and the rich and ample fhores, which, 
at that time, they doubtlefs afforded, the 
differences that are now obfervable, in the 
Rural Pra&ices of their defendants, may 
be, with lefs difficulty, reconciled. 

On this principle of colonization, the 
Vale of Taunton, — had the time of fettle- 
ment (or invafion) been the fame, — would 
•. naturally 
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iiaturally have, belonged to the fettlets (or 
invaders) of the Bay of Bridgewater ; but 
admitting, what will not I believe be 
doubted, that the Vale of Exeter was priorly 
poffefied, and that its inhabitants had over- 
topped the depi-effed ridge which divides 
thefe Vales, before their Northern neigh- 
bours had approached it, the Vale of, 
Taunton would, in courfe, fall into the 
hands of the firft fettlers , arid the fame 
circumftances would naturally attend the 
range . heights, and their Northeaftern 
fkirts, which form what I have here named 
the Dairy District. 

In procefs of time, and when the entire 
Country became fubjeft to the fame Go- 
vernment, a mixture of practices would take 
place, and the two eftablifhed fyftems of 
Management would mix, and blend with 
each other, in the manner in which we 
find them, at th6 prefent day. 

The Practices which, now, more parti- > 
cularly diftinguifh what, for the fake of 
perfpicuity, I have denominated the Dan- 
monian Husbandry, — will appear in 
V oik II. the 
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the following detail : fome particulars of 
which, however, are common to the four 
moft Weftern Counties ; as if they had 
once been politically united j with cuftoms 
diftindt from thofe of the reft of the Ifland : 
the particulars, here alluded to, relating 
to matters of Policy, rather than to Agri- 
culture . 

The CULTIVATION OF COMMONABLE 
lands' is, I believe, peculiar to this ex- 
tremity of the I lland. - 

The life-leasehold TENURE#though 
not peculiar to the Weft of England, is the 
moft prevalent within it. 

The uniform prevalency of small 
farms mark it, in a fimilar manner. 

The Angular management of cop- 
pice wood, which has been defcribed, is 
common, and perhaps peculiar, to the De- 
partment in view. 

The extraordinary fences of this part 
of the Ifland mark it moft difcriminately — 
common and peculiar to the Peninfula ! 
even to this day ! ! 

Earthen walls, though not peculiar 
to the Weft of England, is in no other 

quarter 
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quarter of the Ifland, carried up fo high, 
and fo fubflantially, as in this* 

The circumftance of having no fixed 
places of hiring, or Hated times of changing* 
farm servants, is, I believe, peculiar to 
the more Weflern Counties. 

The pradtice of putting out the children 
of paupers to farmers, as apprentices 
in husbandry, is, as an eHablifhed cuf* 
tom likewife, peculiar to this part of the 
Ifland. 

That of performing carriage on 
horseback, may now be faid to belong 
to this extreme part of the Ifland, only. 
Even in the Highlands of Scotland, it is in 
a manner laid afide. 

Many or mofl of the implements and 
tools of this Peninfula are peculiar to it. 

The pradtice of burning beat (by 
veiling, harrowing, &c.), for wheat and 
turnep6, is likewife peculiar to this Penin- 
fula . 

In the management of lime — as in 
- feparating the Hones and afhes ; mixing it 
with earth ; as well as the manner of 
Qj2 fpreading 
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fpreading it on the land, — this part of th<* 
Ifland differs widely from the reft. 

In the harvest management, we 
- meet with many lingular traits of practice. 
The Arrifh Mow appears to be common to 
the Peninfula, — even to its outfkirts. 
/'Housing stacks, by hand, though petty, 
is peculiar. And winnowing, in the 
open air, though once, doubtlefs, the uni- 
, veffal practice, is now peculiar to Devon* 
- (hire and Cornwall ; I mean, as the pre- 
vailing practice of an extenfive, well foiled, 
cultivated Country. 

*. The method of thrashing wheat, 
.without bruifing the ftraw, is peculiar to 
the more Weftern Counties: with, how* 
iver, a notable difference that has been 
mentioned *. 

y In the Management of particular Crops, 
the sowing of wheat -is the moft re- 
markable. But the culture of turneps 

✓ 

may, at this day, be confidered as almoft 
equally extraordinary. 

: The temporary ley, of five or fix 
years, though not peculiar to this Penin- 
. ’• fula* 

* See Page 203. 
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fula ; yet marks it, very difcriminatcly, 
from the other Weftern and Southern 
Counties. , 

Watering the scopes of hills, 
though not uncommon, at prefent ; yet, 
century ago, it was probably confined to 
this point of the Illand ; and is, at this 
time, nowhere elfe fo prevalent. • . • 

By its orchard grounds, this De- 
partmentof the Ifland is mofl difcriminately 
marked. 

By- the purity of its Breed of caYtle,, 
which though not fpecifically peculiar to 
this Department, are evidently a diftindt 
Variety ; which, in all human probability, 
have defcended, lineally, and without ad- 
mixture, from the native breed. 

The fatting of grass calves, though 
not peculiar to this part of the Ifland, being 1 
likewife common in Norfolk* may never- 
thelefs be conficjered as a diftindt prac- 
tice ; as, in the interfpace of two hundred 
miles, which feparates them, I have not, 
obferved it, in the ordinary practice of 
Farmers, ...» - . 

Q 3 The 
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The Angular method of raising 
cream, which is pradtifed in this Country, 
may be called its own. 

The bleeding of grown cattle, for 
the slaughter, I haye not met with, 
out of this Department. 

The pradtice of keeping swine to twq 
or three years old, and the method of fat- 
ting them, are peculiar to this Country, 
That of boiling their food, and of letting 
all the females remain in a ftate of fe- 
cundity, may likewife be mentioned as 
peculiarities. 

The Mountain sheep of this part of the 
Ifland, appear to be peculiar to it. Thofe 
of the Mendip Hills I have not had an 
opportunity of examining. 

Jh the shepherding of fheep, we 
ha.ve feen fome fixiking traits of pradlice. 

- And the pradtice of shearing fheep, 
without previoufly washing their wool, 
is at prefent peculiar to a part of this 
Peninfula. • 

In this detail of peculiarities, we find 
many which cannot owe their origin to the 

firft 
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firft civilized pofieflors. But what ftrikes 
us mod forcibly, in examining it, is, 
that in the laple of centuries, its Rural 
Practices Ihould not have aflimilated, 
more freely, with thofe of the Ifland 
at large. 
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WEST DEVONSHIRE, 


INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

T he extemporary obser- 
vations, that are here offered, 

/ 

tnay be conffdered as a continuation of 
thofe, which occurred in my practice, 
in Surrey, in Norfolk, and in the 
Midland District. 

If thefe which I am now offering, and 
with the fame facrifice of feelings that has 
ever attended my publication of extempo- 
rary Memoranda, have any claim to pecu- 
liarity of character, it confifts in their 

v pointing 

' 1 O 
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pointing out the regular approach to the 
Field of Improvement, and the requifite 
cautions obfervable, in entering it ; fo as 
to be ^ble to pafs thrpugh it, wjth fafety 
and advantage. 

In this aggregate capacity, it is prefumed, 
they may be found ufeful to thofe who are 
defirous to enter a field, in which forefight 
and circumfpe&ion are, in a fuperior de- 
gree, requifite. Their individual claims I 
prefume not to adjufl:, 
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1791. July IT,' ROM Plymouth to 
14th. X Buckland Place. 
Three or four miles from the Town of Ply- 
mouth, the fertile inclofed lands of its envi- 
rons terminate ; the traveller entering, appa- 
rently, the outilcirts of Dartmore. To the 
right, wild furze-grown Commons and 
wooded Vallies are feen ; to the left, up- 
land Inclofurcs. In diftancp, — the ragged 
Tors of Dartmore on the one hand, the 
Corniih Mountains on the other : the 
fcenery truly mountainous; the Valley of 
the Tamer, and a cultivated dip to the 
right, being overlooked, and in a great ■ 
jneafure hid from the view. 

About feven miles from Plymouth, the 
Valley of the Tavey opens; and the road, 
extremely unlevel, dips down to Buck- 
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land Place; Situated fomewhat below 
the midway of the dope ; at the head of a 
“ Coomb,” or inferior Valley ; in this cafe 
(hallow, and, fpreading wide as it defcends. 

The lituation is naturally reclufe, and is 
now rendered truly fo, by long negledt. 
The remains of the Priory is the prefent 
habitation ; and has been a refidence of the 
family of Drake, from the time of the 
Circumnavigator, who purchafed it. 

Some half century ago, much planting 
has been done, round the fite of the Mo- 
naftery; and, during the laft twenty or 
thirty years, fcarcely a bough has been 
touched. The tower of the Priory, with 
a monadic barn of extraordinary (ize, and 
with various Gothic buildings, the remain-: 
ing Offices of the Monaftery, ar$ feen (in 
the immediate approach through a grove ( 
of trees which fill the head of the Valley 
with a fullen gloom), as in a foreft, far 

didant from the haunts of men f 

-•** ' " ..«••••** • 
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July 14. Rode over the demesne 
lands of Buckland Place. The 
buildings are befet on every fide with 
tall groves (and fome of them ojverhung 
with large-grown trees, which are injurious 
to their roofs, and liable to crufti them in 
their fall), except on the lower fide, to the 
Weft, where the Valley is choaked up with 
fruit trees, for fome diftance below the 
houfe j which is thus involved continually 
in a damp and ftagnant air ; unfit for men 
or animals to breathe. An over ftocked 
rookery, which occupies a confiderable part v 
of thefe groves, is rendered, by this clofe 
atmofphere, offenfive in the extreme. 

But, burftingfrom this gloom, one of the 
firft farms in the Ifland is entered. It con- 
tains near eight hundred acres of land : 
lying on" every fide of the houfe ; but 
* - chiefly 
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chiefly below it. Almoft five hundred 
acres (including hedges, &c.) are in culti-* 
vation ; the reft in old woodlands, groves, 
and orchard grounds. 

Near thirty acres of the lower grounds of 
the Valley, over which a principal part of 
the cultivated lands are fpread, have long 
been imperfedtly watered, by a rill that rifes 
in the uppermoft part of the farm, and falls 
down the Valley into the Tavey ; which 
forms the Weftern boundary of the farm, 
for more than a mile. 

The upper part of the Valley of the 
Tavey is a fteeplided dell ; hung with wood 
on either fide ; having a narrow meadowy 
fcottom. The very Wye and its banks 1 
winding in the moft pidurable manner ; 
with here and there a rugged rock riling 
above the coppice wood ; its limits, with 
relpett to this farm, doling, in a narrow 
fecluded part, with a lalmon weir, thrown 
acrofs the river ; forming a cataract of no 
mean effeft. The lower part of the Valley 
is more open ; the river terminating, within 
fight from the lovely (welling grounds of 
this monaJUc demefne , in a winding eftu- 

- ary; 
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ary ; which is there margined with fteep 
banks, — feathered to the water, with the 
woods of Mariftowe, 


. . •.* - - 3 * 

> « • • . ( i 

< '* . . . 

' ^ - . - - . • . . 

, July 15. Rode into Cornwall; 
byDinham Bridge, Beer-alfton, Calftock 
Paflage (Ferry), Calftock Church — New 
Bridge — acrofs the Heath — and back by 
Dinham Bridge. 

A moft romantic ride ! How much the 
fcenery of this Diftritt refembles that of 
Monmouthfhire, &c. : fteep wooded banks 
of rivers ; here broken and rugged, there 
fhowing a fteeper face of rock. The 
heaths, on the Corniih fide of the Tamer, 
ftrewed with blocks and fragments of gra- 
nite, add to the favagenefs of the fcenery, 
whether viewed at hand or in diftance. 
And the inhabitants appear as rude and un- 
cultivated as their Country : the Ferryman 

at 
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at Calftock is iriithc lbweft ffogeof civili- 
zation. 1 ’' v’ ’ V« - 

The Valley of the Tavey,-'at'the height 
here eroded, is a mere dingle, wooded down 
to the river. But that of the Tamer, op- 
pofite and below Galftock, is open, well 
foiled, and fet with Orchards ■, the river* 
here, beginning to expand into an eituary j 
the tide flowing fome mile or two above the 
Village of dalftock/ ‘Neverfhelefs* its 
Windings are moll abrupt and ftriking -; the 
antient manflon of Curtefei marking one of 
its bends, inf he happieft mariner; ~ 

The upper part of the eftuary is fet witH 
limekilns on Either fide ; for the life of the 
Country near' ’ and above -thertr \ the ftones 
and culm being broil ght tlp fhthafH veflels */ 
The cultivated counfry is-^now? everywhere? 
ftudded with lime^bips. 

' Immediately above -the tide’s Way is a 
Salmon Weir ; ; and, above this, the wild 
flavage firenery juft defcvibed ; in the midft 
. .... ...J .it a; zj : . of 

1 » « , >► r* r, * • • \ »• .<{ .<, «• » 4. 1 

• - • - 

* Obfervetl two dinner kellies boiling on the top of one 
of thefe kilns. If the nature of the fuel requires that the 
fire ftiould burn outwardly, this is a frugal practice. If 
not, it is an extravagant vfav r.f d re (Ting dinners. 
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of which, near Newbridge, is a copper 
mine, now working. 

In this part of the ride, at the foot of 
Hingftone, one of the higheft of the Wef- 
tern mountains, I obferved two Cornifh 
mares and foals, the fmalleft I have feen ; 
the mares not more, I apprehend, than 
eleven hands high. Young cattle, and 
even' oxen, are feen on thefe heaths.. But 1 
rio fheep appeared in an y part of this 
morning’s ftroll. ‘ '~ r: * ■ 

The climature, even of the Vallies, is 
later than that of Baft Devonfhire'. Wheats’ 

• ' ^ , s ’ ^ r * ^ * i ^ , 

are ftill green. On the Upper lands much ; 
grafs is yet unmown ! but evidently receiv- 
ing great injury by {landing. 

The produce is corn, grafs, heath, and 
wood • the two latter covering, in this rude 
broken ride, much the largeft proportion of ' 
furface; T . • • • • t 
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July 16. Rode to the skirts of the 
Dartmore Hills ; over Roborough 
Down, to Mavey, Walkhamton, &c. * 
Roborough Down, with the chain of 
rough Commons which reach from hence 
to near Plymouth, forming an oblong de- 
prefied fwell, has every appearance of being 
a fragment of the Dartmore Mountain -f; 
from which it is feparated by an irregular 
Valley, containing three or four townfhips 
of cultivated land. Some of this land is of 

a very 

* In company with Mr. Stapleton of Buck- 
land : a man to whofe fuperior intelligence I owe much : 
a man who, with fourfeore years of experience, poffeffes 
an activity of body and mind, which many men, of half 
his years, would be happy to enjoy. 

f It has been obferved, however, that the prevailing 
Hone of thefe Downs is very different, in compofition and 
texture, from the quartzofe granite of Dartmore and the 
Cornifil Mountains ; between which this fwell is filtr- 
ated: affording an interefting fubjeft to the Geologift. 
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a very fuperior quality ; one confiderable 
plot of it letting at forty or fifty {hillings an 
acre, in this bleak and humid climate* and 
in this remote fituation. 

The more central parts of this Valley 
now contain fome fine crops of wheat* 
and much tolerable barley. But the foil 
grows weaker, and lefs produ&ive, as the 
Hills of Dartmore are approached. 

The Sheep on the fkirts of the hills are 
moftly polled j but fome individuals are 
horned : they are very uneven as to car- 
cafe : fome of them, neverthelefs, v are not 
in a bad form. 

The Cattle, feen in this morning’s ride, 
are everywhere clean, and moftly of good 
frame. Chiefly of a dark red color ; a few 
of them with white Glocefterlhire fpines. 
The fize that of Glocefterlhire, and Weft 
Suflex. 

The Plow Team is chiefly Oxen. Sawfix 
good ones in a Team, in light work ; yet 
did not perform, even that, with due effect. 
One of the pairs, with a proper plow, in 
good hands, would make much better 
work. 

R 2 IC 
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It may be remarked, that the Hundred, 
or fubdivifion of the County, which includes 
a confiderable part of the Diftrid of Weft 
Devonfhire, takes its name, or is underftood 
to have taken its name, from the Common 
( which I eroded and repaffed, this morning j 
or from fome Town or Village which gave 
name to the Common ; and of which there 
are atprefent no traces *. ' 

In this flroll, I croffed repeatedly the 
artificial brook, which waters the 

Town 

* This corrcfponds with the tradition ofEaft Devon- 
fliire. (See page 132.' It is probable, however, that the 
Down, at lead, received its name from an extraordinary 
pile of rock, or large ftones, the remains of which ftill 
form a ftriking object, on the face of thefe wild lands : 
bearing fome refemblance to the Tors of the Mountains. 
In the provincial dialed! of the Diftridl, Roo, is ftill com- 
monly ufed for rough ; and Burrow is the ordinary name 
of a heap., whether of earth or ftones (a combination which 
is ftrliih icily preferved in pronunciation). Under this 
rough pile of rocks, which may, heretofore, have been 
more confiderable than it is at prefent, the huts of the fir'd 
fettlers may have been railed; or Druidical Aflemblies 
have been held. 

, "‘.The etymons of the names of Hundreds, or divi- 
sions of Counties, are moft difficult; and the Anti- 
quary, at leaf!, is interefted in their elucidation. 
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Town of Plymouth, and which is taken 
out of a fmall river, in one of the Vallies 
of Dartmore. It is a treafure,' not only to 
Plymouth, but to the long range of dry 
uplands, through which it pafles, This 
public good owes its valuable exiftence to 
one of the Drake family : namely, the 
Grandfather of the prefent Sir Francis 
Drake. He not only furnifhed the water, 
from his own manor, but alfo the plan; 
and, in difficult cafes, directed the execution. 


5 - 

July 27. Yefterday, rode to Tamer- 
ton, on the Eaftern banks of the Tamer; 
diverlifying the road through this extraor- 
dinary paffiage of country. 

. The furface is broken in a moft remark- 
able manner. The Stroudwater hills of 
Glocefterffiire 'are not more diverfffied. 

1 R 3 But 
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But a ftill more extraordinary feature, of 
this little Diftri&is formed, by bays, creeks, 
and inlets, of the eftuary of the Tamer, 
winding in among the wooded hillocks, 
in a manner which I have nowhere elfe 
obferved, in this Ifland j but in perfect re- 
femblance of the ordinary fcenery, of tho 
more broken margins, of the Weft India 
and Bahama Blands. 

Neverthelefs, the foil, where the VallieS 
have any width* is of a good quality ; and 
even the tops of feme of the fwells are 
good arable land : fo that, notwithftanding 
the Country, in fome points of view, appears 
to be covered with wood, from the quantity 
which hangs on its fteeper acclivities, it 
contains a confxderable proportion of culti - 
vated furface. 

The Crops, and the Syftem of Manage- 
ment, are the fame as thofe which I have 
obferved, in my former rides ; fo fbon is the 
general outline of Management caught ! 

A Fair held yefterday, at the fweetly 
fequeftered Village of Tamerton Foliot, 
gave me an opportunity of feeing fomething 
ore of the Liveftock of the Diftrift. 

The 
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The Cattle— provincially ** Bullocks”— 
were moftly of the Weft Devonshire, tec. 
breed : namely, bred on the Eaft and Weft 
tanks of the Tamer: they are ift general 
clean, well framed, and not ill fiefhed : but 
there were few in a fit ftate to be handled . 

Half a fcore remarkably fine oxen, eight 
or nine years old, of a fifce and form for 
anything which is required of oxen, flood 
as fat bullocks, for the butcher ; but were 
barely forward enough for oil cakes, or other 
forcing food. If fattened , they would 

weigh eighty or ninety ftones (of 141b.) 
a bullock. 

Alfo two <c Barnftaple heifers”— in a 
beautiful form, and as foft as moles, at two 
years old ! and for this reafon they were 
brought, here, to be fold to the butcher. 
What an error in practice ! an error, I un- 
derftand, which is prevalent through the 
Country : Ihere are two on this Barton, I 
find, in the fame predicament, Thofe 
which are of a nature to fat at two years old, 
are murdered ! thofe which will not, arc 
kept to breed from ! 
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—A few fhorthomed and polled cattle were 
, fjiown : different Gentlemen, it feems, 
having introduced them into this County; 
But they are fortunately difliked by the 
farmers; who prefer their own breed ; and, 
prejudice apart, they have good reafon for 
their partiality ; their own being a much 
more eligible breed fpr a tjiinfoiled Diflridt.. 
Their great defedt is in milk, and perhaps 
this defedt may have induced the Gentle- 
men of the County to bring in the Holder- 
nefs breed ; and, if they are kept merely 
fof the dairy, no mifchief may enfue. 

The Sheep were moftly mountaineers—? 
provincially *f Moor Sheep:” thin, fcraggy, 
jllformed creatures. 

The Fairs of this Country begin about 
eight o’clock, and laft till about twelve. 


July 
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July 2Q. Hitherto, I have been look- preumina- 
in? round me, and afcertainin? facets. improve. 

• 6 6 fvl£NT, 

1 . I have traverfed the Country, for a 
few miles on every fide, and have gained 4 
general idea of its outline of management. 

2. I have ftudied a map of this noble 
Farm ; traced its outlines j and furveyed, 

^repeatedly, every field and parcel of it. 

3. I have afcertained its prefent produce, 
or ftate of occupancy, by analyfing, claffing, 
and reuniting its various parts : thus bring* 
in g into one view the exatt quantity of 

Culturable lands, 

L 1 

Orchard grounds, • „ . ' ; 

Planted groves, 

Natural woodlands, • 

Hedges, lanes, &c. 6cc. 6cc. 

4. I have tabled t|ie succession, or 

ftate of occupancy of each individual field 
in cultivation, — during the last four 
yEARS. \ 

5 - 1 * 
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5. In the margin of this table, I have 
noted the fpecies and quantity of manure 
wliich each field has received, during that 
period j the term of the miniftry of the 
prefent “ Hine.” 

6. I have regiftered the arrange- 
ment, tabled .the crops and fallows, of 
THE PRESENT YEAR; fo aS to filOW, 

JirJl y the number, name, lize, and crop of 
each field ; arranged according to their 
refpedtive numbers in the map, which 
correfpond with their natural fituation in 
the farm : feccndly , the fields, arranged 
agreeably to their refpeCtive crops; thus 
coming at the aggregate quantity of each ; 
and, thirdly , the totals of thefe aggregates, 
to prove the truth of the analyfis *. 

7. A table of the livestock, now on 
the farm. 

8. The quantity of manure In store. 

9. The 

* This method I ftruck out, during my practice 
in< Surrey (fee Minute* of Agriculture in 
Surrey), and have invariably followed it, in the dif- 
ferent parts of the Ifland, in which I have pra&ifed. 
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9. The implements, &c. at prefent 
in ufe. 

10. The workpeople now employed. 

Until thefe particulars be afeertained, 

and fpread out before the eye, fo as to be 
referred to, in the moil extemporary way, 
no man fhould prefume to give orders, or 
fuggeft improvements, in hufbandry. Nor, 
then, until he has confidered well 

The genius of the Country ; and 
The locality of the given farm, as to 
markets, water carriage, &c. &c . ; alfo 
Its natural charaCieriftics, of fitnefs for 
corn or grifsv dairying or grazing, &c. &c. 
taken collectively as a farm ; as well as 
The afpeCt, foil, fubioil, and ftate of 
tillage, of its feveral parts. 

But, haying duly informed himfelf in 
thefe requilites ; and having affiduoully 
^caught, and preferved, the hints for im- 
provement, which firft imprefiions may 
have fumiihed him vyith, any man, having 
previoufty an adequate knowledge of the 
general fubjeCt, both in theory and practice, 
may venture to begin, with cautious ftep, 
tg epter upon its improvement: being 

how- 
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6. however, even then, careful not to derange 

p»elimin 4- the eilablilhed machine of management ; 

jjmfovg. until one, which is preferable, be ready to 
replace it : beginning with its more glaring 
improprieties and defeats, as they occur 
fairly in the courfe of management; at 
once, to fave unnecefiary expence, and to 
prevent unnecefiary alarm. 


7 - 


thlace. July 29. The lands of this farm are 

evidently much out of tilth. The young 
leys are overrun with fern, and thofe of 
three or four years old are bare of grafs. 
But no wonder ; they have been moftly 
leyed, I find, agreeably to the .cuftom of 
the Country, after three fuccefiive crops of 
grain ; for which not more than three or 
four plowings are ufually given ! 
new. Indeed, were more to be afligned them, 

4 the Plow of the Country would be ina- 
dequate to the talk of cleaning them. > It is 

the 
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the worft Swing Plow I .have feen. The 7 # 

beam fhort and clumfy, and the body long plow. 
and illformed, without a rife or wreft, to 
> force open the furrow ; the mold-board 
being fet high above the keel of foal of the 
Plow ; which operates, in loofe ground, as 
the Kentilh TurnWreft Plow * making a 
mark only, not opening a furrow *. 

. A foul piece of ground, intended for 
Wheat, but which I wilh to cleanfe tho- 
roughly, for Barley the enfuing Spring, by 
way of making a beginning in the great 
work of purgation, I faw tantalized by this 
ineffective implement. t 

However, by fixing a wreft in the ufudl improve- 

MENT OF 

place, below the mold-board (the work of plows. 
a few minutes), it cleared its way, and 
effected more in going once over the ground, 
than the fame Implement, without this 
ftmple addition, would have done in going 

over 

, ' * The Devonshire Plow refcmbles much, in gene- 
ral appearance, the Plow of the Herald and the Sign 
Painter : a circumftantial evidence, that it has heretofore 
been prevalent in the Kingdom ; or that the Heraldic 
Figures of this Country, and the Plow of Dcvonfhire, are 
equally of Norman extraClior.. 
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over it almoft any number of times j and 
this without vexing the Plowman, or alarm- 
ing the Country, with ** a new-faftuoned 
Plow.” 

Being defirous, however, to get the 
Implement into a better form, and to adapt 
it to two Oxen or two Horfes, I have em- 
braced an incident, to gain a pretence for 
conftrudting a Plow, fuitable to that purpofe. 
A fmall plot of ground, which is £6 much 
encumbered with trees, that a team cannot 
work in it, and which has in confequence 
been “ hand beaten” and “ hacked over,” 
to free it from the foul ftate in which it has 
long lain, was neverthelefs capable of being 
plowed, with a fmall Plow, and a ftngle 
Horfe, 

In conftrufting this little Implement, I 
fuffered the Plow-wright to purfue his own 
beaten track, with refpeft to principal pieces 
and general conftrudlion.j deviating chiefly 
in the proportion of the feveral parts ; 
making the beam proportionally longer and 
the body of the Plow lhorter, than in the 
Plow of the Country : adding, however, 
a wrefl, and endeavouring to give the 

mold- 
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mold-board the proper caft. It fully 
anfwers the intended purpofe j and bids 
fair to fuperfede the introduction of the 
Yorkfhire Plow, for two Oxen or Horfes. 
It has, indeed, one main advantage over 
any alien Plow : it is fet to work and regu- 
lated, as the ordinary Plow of the Country ; 
is indeed a Devonfhire Sewl ; and as fuch it 
is held. 

Seeing this, it ftrikes me, that a fimilar 
kind of fuccefs may be obtained, in any 
DiftriCt, by adopting the "general con- 
ilruCtjon of the fafhionable Plow of the 
Country, whether it be the Wheel, the 
Foot, or the Swing Plow ; only altering the 
proportions, and giving the operative 
parts the requifite caft. 

June y 1795. Men, who have never 
attempted to introduce improvements in 
Agriculture, may confider thefe facrifices, 
to the prejudices of eftabliihed cuftoms, 
unneceflary and trifling ; but thofe who 
have had experience, in this nice matter, 
will fee their propriety. 

' \ \ J^Y 
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July 31. The Salmon fishery of 
the Tavey is appendant to 'this eftate. 
The' W eir, which has been mentioned, - 
is a work of confiderable magnitude and 
expence. It confifls of a flrong dam of 
breaftwork, tenor twelve feet high, thrown 
kcrofs the river, in a part where two pro- 
jefting rocks ferve happily as buttrefles to 
the mafonry ; which is built fomewhat 
eompafiing or archwife (but not regularly, 
nor fufficiently), to refill the prefiure and 
force of the waters,- in times 'of flood; 
when they are collefted, by the - dopes of 
the Dartmore Hills, and fent down . with 
extraordinary impetnofity. At one end of 
the dam, is a weir houfe” or trap ; on 
the principle of the 1 V ermin trap, whofe 
entrance is outwardly large, but con t rafted 
inwardly, fo as to elude or prevent the efcape 
of the animal which has taken it. It is 
• ' * remarkable. 
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remarkable, however, with refpedt to 8. 
falmon, that although the entrance is by no salmon 

0 J . WEIR. 

means fo narrow as to prevent even the 
largeft from returning* it is believed that 
there is no inftance of thofe which have 
once entered, quitting their confinement, 
though they may have remained in it feveral 
days. . A circumflance, perhaps, which 
can only be accounted for, in the natural 
propenfity, or inftindt, which directs them 
againft the ftream, and will not fuffer them 
to give up any advantage which they may 
have gained j the afcent into the trap being 
an effort of difficulty : in this cafe perhaps 
too great. 

On the higher fide of the trap (which is 
fome twelve or fifteen feet fquare on the 
infide), oppofite to the entrance, is an 
opening or fluiee in the flone work, — or 
rather the rock,— as a paffage for the water. 

This opening has two lifting floodgates : 
the one clofe, to fhut out, occafionally, the 
whole of the water ; the other a grate, to 
fuffer the water to pafs, and at the fame 
time to prevent fifh of any confiderable fize 
from efcaping. When the trap is fet, the 
Vol. II. S clofe 


Digitized by Google 



a 5 8 


MINUTES. 


8 : 

SALMON , 
W£l.l 


J ULf 

clofe gate is drawn up, with an iron crow : 
thus fuffering the water to pafs through the 
houfe. On the contrary, to take the fifh 
which have entered, the clofe gate is let 
down, and the trap is prefently left in a 
manner dry. 

It is obfervable, that the narrowed en- 
trance of the trap is judicioufly placed, 
fomewhat above the f-oor j fo that before 
the falmon are ferioufly alarmed by the fall 
of the water, it has funk below the mouth 
of the trap, and their retreat the more 
effectually cut off ; for by following the 
water, near the floor, they aj-e led away be- 
neath the tunnel : which, like the open 
floodgate, &c. is made of ffrong wooden bars, 
open enough to permit the paffage of the 
water, but not that of the fifh. 

The top or covering of the trap is a floor 
of planks, nearly level with the top of tire 
weir ; on the lower fide of which the trap 
is, of courfe, fituated. 

Some days ago, when the water was un- 
ufually low — provincially and not impro- 
perly “ fmall — the whole river palled 
through the weir houfe. But the recent 

rains 
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rains have fwoln it to a tenfold fize* The 8. 
water now pours over the weir, in a denfe, salmon 

broad fheet ; fmooth, and glafiy above ; 
but furrowing as it defcends ; and producing, 
in its fall, a white foaming whirlpool ; 
the regularity of the fall being broken, on 
one fide, by the torrent, rufiiing down the 
Iteep defcent from the fluice, and, on the 
other, by the margin of the river burfting 
its .way over the native rock, — a' plcafing 
object is produced ; while the extreme 
reclufenefs of the fituation, — the wild 
coppice wood on the one hand, and the 
high grown, impending timber on the other, 

— add to the pidturable effect of the feene : 
which, in a mild evening after rain, is ftill 
heightened, and rendered more interefting, 
by the animating and beautiful accompa- 
niment of falmon, difplaying fetes of futile 
agility j — throwing themfelves far out of 
the water, in endeavouring to furmount the 
catara&j or ftruggling, with more fatal 
zeal, to reach the treacherous hold, from 
whence there is no return. 

The fpecies of fifh taken at this weir river fish. 
are falmon, falmon peel — provincially 
S 2 “ pail,” 
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“ pail,’' and, at fome certain feafons, a few 
trouts. 

But the principal part of the produce of 
this fifhery is taken by net fishing. 
The river, for near a mile below the weir, 
is broken into rapids and pools, fome of 
them very deep. Seven or eight of thefe 
pools are adapted to the feine or draw net, 
which is drawn once, or twice a day, by 
four men : with horfes to carry the net, 
and the fifh caught ; and with dogs to con- 
vey the end of the rope acrofs the water, 
where it is too deep or inconvenient to be 
forded. 

The fi fhing feafon commences, in this 
river (the Tavey), the middle or latter end 
of February (but on the Tamer not until 
feveral weeks afterward!), and clofes in 
Odtober or November ; when the weir is 
thrown open, and the fifh, afterward, fuf- 
fered to go up to fpawn. 

Prefently after a flood, and when falmon 
are abundant, ten or twelve are frequently 
taken at a draught ; fometimes more ; up- 
wards of a hundred, it is faid, were once 
drawn to fhore. 

No 
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No wonder that a fifhery thus productive, 
and lying at a diflance from any habitation, 
Ihould be liable to the depredations of 
poachers: efpecially as the river forms 
the boundary of a mining pariih, notorious 
for its pilferers. They have been known 
to come down in bodies, like the game 
poachers of Norfolk ; bidding ten or a 
dozen men defiance. 

The net poaching is done, chiefly, in the 
night j while the river abounds with frefh 
water. But, in the day time, when the 
water is dead and clear, the poachers are 
not inactive ; then ufing the fpear, which 
they throw with dexterity j and, by this 
practice, are known to carry off numbers. 

Nor does daylight deter them, wholly, 
from net fifhing, when the water is fa- 
vorable and fifh in plenty. Yefterday, in 
pafling, with the Hine and his fon, through 
the meadows which margin the river, a 
party of three or four net poachers were 
difeovered. They fled, on our approach j 
taking refuge among the underwood of the 
pppofite- banks ; leaving behind them a 
net which has doubtlefs coft them the pro- 
fits of many a month’s illicit practice. 

* 
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August i. The rains of this Country 
take a lingular appearance : at leaft, have 
done fo, in the commencement of the heavy 
fhowers, which have followed each other 
with little intermiffion, during feveral days 
pall. They come on, in a fort of mill, or 
fine rain : not of uniform denlity ; but 
driving before the wind, ip perpendicular 
lamina;, with void interfpaces ; refembling 
more, in their proportions and general ap- 
pearance, combs of honey in the hive, than 
any other objeft I can bring to my mind. 

Thefe rains are brought by the Southwell 
wind ; are the produce of clouds arriving 
from the fea, and, being laid hold of by the 
high lands of this Dillridl, are checked in 
their courfe, and overtaken by thofe which 
follow ; thus becoming more and more 
denfe, until the heaviell rain is brought on. 

On this theory, which is verified by fa£t, 
Cornwall and this Wellern and inter- 

mountainous 
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mountainous Didricd of Devonfliire, receive 
more rain than the Vale of Exeter j and 
this a greater quantity, than the more cen- 
tral Didridls of the Ifland. 

I have repeatedly obferved the high lands 
of* Maker and Mountedgecumbe, which 
rife full to the view, from the higher grounds 
of this demefne, arreding a cloud on its 
arrival from the channel ; appearing to hold 
fall: its lower limb, while the upper parts 
feemed eagerly hadening to the Dartmore 
Mountains ; and while the furrounding 
Country was enjoying the fined weather. 

The fingular appearance, remarked above, 
may perhaps be accounted for, in its being 
the fil'd dage of precipitation of the vapors 
which previoufly formed . the unbroken 
cloud, or uniform mid. The vertical po-* 
lition of the lamina; apart, the appearance 
very much refembles that of the *fird 
breaking of the cloud, produced by folutions 
of calcareous matter and fixed alkali ; into 
the flocks which form, and follow each 
other to the bottom of the flafk. 

S 4 August 
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district. August 3. Rode to the virtuous 
lady ; a mine, iituated on the banks of 
the Tavey, a few miles northward of this 
place, amidft the wildeft fcenery which 
fteep-fided vallies, rocks, woods, and bleak 
heaths, can well give. 

orchards. Not one new or interefting idea, in the 
Rural Economy of Weft Devonlhire, ftruck 
me, in this ftroll j except that of paring 
off and fub verting, apparently with a Brea!]: 
Plow, the “ fpine” or rough fod of an or- 
chard : not with a view of burning it j but 
for the purpofe of letting it rot, as a “ dref- 
fing” or manure to the roots of the trees ! 
a practice, I underftand, which is not un- 
ufual. In this cafe, the orchard is rpcky ; 
many ftones, or points of rock, appearing 
above the furface. 

Inverting the fward may not operate 
more as a manure, than as, by checking the 
vegetation of the grafs and weeds, it may 

. ' give 
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give additional air, moifture, and freedom 
to the fibrils of the roots of the fruit trees. 

Nothing, indeed, could well effect this 
purpofe better. For the inverted turf being 
laid flat, and evenly over the furface, -the 
{hoots from the roots which are not de- 
ftroyed by the cutting, may be fmothered, 
pr checked, by the covering. 


1 I. 

August 7. I have, at length, got a 
whip-rein plow fully into its work, in 
the field. See Min. 7. 

The firfl: day, the horfes were led. The 
fecond driven, with reins ; by a youth, 
walking at the fide of the plow ; as much 
to make the hprfes traftable, and render the 
new operation lefs irkfome to the plowman, 
as to teach the young man the ufe of the 
reins, in harrowing ; which is here two 
perfons work ; even though but one horfe 
were employed. 

This, 
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This, the third day, the horfes are be- 
come tradlable ; and the plowman is guiding 
and driving them himfelf: making, with 
two forrv rips, and the light plow above 
defcribed, as good work, as fix oxen are 
making, in the fame field, and the fame 
work, with the clumfy tool of the Country. 

In future, — let two plowmen affifl in 
the introduftion of whip reins, holding and 
driving alternately : thus, while the horfes 
are rendered manageable, the plowmen will 
learn the ufe of the reins. 


I 2 . 

August 8. A great defedt and incon- 
veniency of the mound coppice fences 
of this Diftridt, I fee, is their being liable 
to be torn down by flock, whether cattle 
or fheep, fcraping away the bafe of the 
mound, and letting down the fides, perhaps 
in wide flioots. The foil thus fhot down 
is a flep to greater mifchief ; and, if not 
flopt, a pafiage is made, acrofs the mound. 

To 
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To prevent thefe mifehiefs, many 
“hedges” of the Diflridl, and particularly 
of this eflate, have been faced with flone : — 
the ordinary Hate rock of the country ; 
moflly fet on-edge, or rather on-end; which, 
by the people of the Country, is confidered 
as preferable to laying them horizontally, 
in the mafon’s manner. Moil of the fences 
of this farm have been faced with flone, on 
both fides ; at an expence, from Aril to lafl, 
equal perhaps to the fee Ample value of 
the land. For, as the roots in the body of 
the mound fwell, the facing is of courfe 
bulged out, and is at length thrown down j 
thus leaving the fence, if not timely re- 
paired, in a worfe Hate than thofe which 
have been left free for blackthorns, and 
other brufhwood, tp grow and defend the 
fides of the banks. 

Where this brufhwood has pot hold, and 
outlived the overhanging, and drip, of 
widefpreading coppice wood, growing on 
the top of the mound, the fides are fccure j 
for being cropped and Hunted by paf- 
turing flock, they have grown, in many 
parts, thick and impervious : and it is ex- 
traordinary. 
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traordinary, that the ’idea of planting or 
encouraging fuch brufhwood, and ftriking 
off the overhanging topwood, to prevent 
its being checked in its growth, fhould not 
have taken place ; inftead of that of facing 
the fides with flones ; fetcht, perhaps, 
fome dittance on horfeback.' 

. / 

Seeing .the evident propriety of this 
treatment, I have been applying it to a 
hedge, of three or four years growth, from 
the laft cutting ; as a fpecimen, or pattern, 
for the remainder of fuch as will admit of 
its application. 

The blackthorns and other ihrubs, which 
grow at the foot of the mound, and on its 
tides, I have endeavoured to fpread, over 
the face of the mound ; fattening them, 
there, with hooked pins, as fruit trees to a 
wall : firft clearing the brambles and weeds 
which grew before and behind them ; and, 
afterward, trimming off the loofe lpray on 
the face of the whole : whether thorn, 
fur^e, bramble, or briar. Finally, with a 
long handled hook, ftriking off the over- 
hanging boughs of the coppice wood ; 
leaving a regular face, as even as the live 

fluff*, 
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fluff, at prefent, will admit of: not perpen- 
dicular; but leaning fomewhat inward, 
towards the middle of the fence ; fo as to 
give every twig, from the bottom to the 
top, light, air, and headroom. 

An advantage of this operation, be fide 
that of putting the fence in the way of 
improvement, is that of freeing the borders 
from weeds and brambles, and from the 
drip and fhade of outhanging boughs. 


* 3 - 


August ii. Rode to the head of 
* f Plymouth Leat.”* 

This artificial brook is taken out 
of the river mew, towards its fource ; at 
the foot of Sheepflor Tor ; in a wild moun- 
tain dell. 

I expected 

* Leaf, Late , or Lah, as it is fometimcs pronounced, 
is perhaps a corruption of Lead or Conductor ; being ap- 
plied, I believe, to any artificial channel for conducing 
water. 
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• I expefted to have found an accurate 
gauge, to regulate the quantity of water ; 
agreeably to the aft of parliament, tinder 
which it is taken. But in this I was 
difappointed. The Mew, itfelf, is there 
but a moderately fized brook. Aerofs it 

j 

a weir or dam is formed, of large rough 
dones, with which the bed of the brook is 
thickly fire wed. A paltry, ill fhapen, 

wooden frame or floodgate, with a gully 
underneath it (through which moll of the 
water pafles), receives about half the waters 
of the Mew ; now lower than ufual,'but 
not at their lowed. In the dam is another 
floodgate ; lying lower than that of the 
made brock, to draw off the water from 
this, during repairs. 

The channel of the Leat differs, in di~ 
menflons, according to the ground it is leu 
over. Aerofs open plain ground, it is tep 
or twelve feet w'ide, with flat Hoping banks.; 
the water running fix or eight inches deep, 
according to the defeent ; which is gene- 
rally fuflicient to make it ripple gently over 
the pebbles, with which its bottom is fire wed j 
forming a living dream, a lovely brook. 

The 
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The chief difficulty, in executing this 
valuable work, was in carrying it round 
the point of an almoft perpendicular rock ; 
where a wooden aqueduct was firft con- 
ftruCted ; but where a more fubftantial 
Channel has fince been formed, with 
mafonry. 

It is obfervable that the mill of Mavey, 
fituated beneath this brock, and fed by the 
fame fource, the Mew, — and about whcfe 
waters, for want of accurate and fubftantial 
regulators, a perpetual contention is kept 
up, — is fed by an artificial channel, per- 
fectly refembling theLeat under defcription. 
The mill of Milton, near this place, is fup- 
piied with water, in a limilar manner. 
And, it is highly probable, thefe Mill 
Leats furniffied the defigner with the idea 
of the Plymouth Brook *. 

Whatever fortunate thought gave rife to 
it, its utility is great : not only in fupplying 
a populous town with water j but in 

watering 

* In fome part of the Mill Leaf of Mavey, a flcne, I 
was told, is placed, with the date, l6oO, upon it. The 
artificial Brook, or New River, of London was executed 
about 1 6 : 0 . 
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watering a chain of uplands, fifteen or 
twenty miles in extent; The gratification 
experienced in falling in, abruptly, as fre- 
quently happens, with fo ample a ftream, in 
places where fuch an objedt is the leaf! 
expected, yet where it is mcrft wanted, is 
of a lingular and fuperior kind. • 

How many fituations, in this Ifland, 
wanting luch relief, might have it in i 
fimilar way. 

Where a fufficient quantity of water can 
be had at the fource, much of the coft 
might be repaid, by letting off branches, 
to the adjacent country. 

Upon Roborough Down, a rill is taken 
out of the Plymouth Brook, for tile ufe of a 
Gentleman, who lives feme two miles off, 
clofe by the banks of the Tamer! This 
rill not only fupplies his houfe, but fur-*- 
nifhes water to pafturing ftock, in its way. 

In this cafe, the quantity of water is 
accurately regulated, by a perforated Hone, 
fet on -edge, in a fort of flone trough ; the 
aperture circular, and about three and a 
half inches diameter ; furnifhing a fufficient 

fupply. 
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fupply, if frugally managed, for a hamlet 
or village. 

But the ancient rights of water mills 
are bars to improvements of this nature, as 
well as to the watering of lands : rights, 
however* which might, now, be alienated 
without excefiive inconvenience to the 
community •, windmills and fleam engines 
rendering them no longer necejfary ; though, 
in fome fituations, a few might flill be 
hfefhl. 


1 4 - 


Ausust 12. Rode to Plymptoij, in 
the Sout.h Hams of Devonfhire. 

The fcenery about Plymbridge is fweetly 
reclufe j forming a happy contrail to the 
open view from Lord Boringdon's arches j 
from whence Plymouth Sound and Har- 
bour, with the intere fling fcenery which 
furrounds them, are Ren immediately under 
the eye. 

Vol. II. T A broad 
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-A broad view of the South Hams is alfo 
commanded from this proud point. 

<- The Country immediately below it, about 
Ridgeway and the Plymptons, is Angularly 
broken ; yet moft of it well foiled. 
j A Fair, of fome repute, led me to Plymp- 
ton, this morning. But it fell fhort of 
my expectation. About a hundred and 
fifty head of cattle < chiefly cows and 
cajves ; with a few half-fat oxen, and lefs 
than half-fat cows. Alfo a few pens of 
fheep ; moftiy poor thin-carcafed animals. 
Altogether a mean collection. 

The Borough of Plympton is moft en- 
viably fituated. The climature mild, al- 
moft, as that of the South of Europe. 
The fcenery, around it delightful ; and the 
foil of a fuperior quality ; yet, in its nature, 
dry and clean. Provifions of every kind' 
abundant and cheap. The Town, or rather 
large genteel Village, is itfelf neat j its in- 
habitants refpeCtable f and it is fituated 
near a great public road, without being in-, 
commoded by it. 

. Au OUST 
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August 12. (See Min. 12.) Some 'Training 

v ■ HEDGES. 

older hedges, on the Tides of harvcft roads,- 
whofe boughs were grown too large, and 
reached too high, to be cut from the 
ground, I have had “ pared” in the follow- 
ing manner. 

Put two oxen to a waggon, and two men 
into it, with hooks of different lengths ; 
placing the waggon clofe to the hedgebank. 

In this fituation, the men were level with 
their work ; cutting out the larger boughs, 
with common hedge bills, and flriking off 
the fpray, with lighter tools ; the waggon 
proceeding with the work. 

In this way, the two men cleared, in the 
courfe of yefterday afternoon, not lefs than 
a hundred rods, fufiiciently to prevent the 
corn from being thrafhed out, or torn off - 
the harveft waggons, by the Outhanging 

T 2 boughs. 
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boughs. A difpatch which could not have 
been obtained in any other manner. 

Even in the training of younger hedges 
(of this Country), a waggon might be em- 
ployed with advantage. 


i6. * , ' 

• . . . i 

August 13V Clearing arable 
lands from* stones. The foils of this 

■ A » > 

Diftridt are much incommoded with Hones 
of different kinds j but chiefly with the 
(late rock, of which the Country may be 
faid to be formed ; and a fpecies of chryftal 
— provincially “whitaker” — which is fre- 
quently met with in large blocks,- either 
entire, or partially incorporated with the 
Hate rock. 

y A field, now under fallow, — which has- 
long been noted for fewl-breaking, I am 
clearing in this way. The plowman carries, 
in the body of his fewl, a parcel of fmall 
rods ) and,- where he finds a Hone, fets up 

one 
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one of his marking Hicks. Two men fol- 
low, with fhovels, mattocks, and crows, 
railing \htjiones ; and baring the rocks > to 
be raifed, at leifure, by men accuflomed to 
quarry work. Thus, at a comparatively 
trifling expence, the land is freed, plcrw- 
. furrow deep, for ever, from obflruftions : 
not only of the plow, but of harrows ; 
which would now be feen tiding upon flat 
Hones, from one end of the field to the 
other, were not a perfon employed to follow, 
and releafe them from fo awkward and un-j 
" profitable a fituation : leaving, however, 
the Hones upon the land j lefl this part of 
his employment Hipuld be wanting, in future. 


* - * 7 - 

August 27. Clearing foul lands, 
(See Min. 7.) This and another piece. 
Hill fouler, and in a worfe Hate of tillage, I 
have treated, and intend to. treat, in the 
following manner. ‘ - 

About a month ago, one of thefe fields, 
then in a Hate of loofe broken ground, was 
T 3 * . laid 


16. 

reclaim- 
ing LAND. 


RECLAIM- 
ING LAND. 


Digitized by Google 


MINUTES. August 


*78 

17. laid up into narrow ribs (the gardener’s 
Reclaim^ trenches) by a half plowing ; with a wr piled 

plow, and with the ilern fet ten inches 
wide ; forcing up the ridgets, as high and 
iharp as poflible j in order to dellroy the 
root weeds, by drought, and by breaking 
their field of paflurage ; and to give the 
feeds of weeds an addition of air ar\d furface 
to promote their vegetation. 

About a week ago, the firil-plowed part 
was harrowed acrofs the ribs, with long- 
tined harrows ; — levelling the furface com- 
pletely, and following them with a roller 
and finer harrows, hung behind it: 'thus 
grinding down every clod, and effectually 
deilroying every feedling weed which had 
vegetated. 

tillage. 'J’he furface is now thickly fet with 
, another crop of feedling weeds, — which I 

arn turning under by one deep plowing, 
acrofs the former ribs, and in narrow plit^, 
; 'but with a broad share, and with a 

STERN TWELVE INCHES WIDE ; th,US 

moving every particle of the foil, about 
ten inches deep (fome inches deeper, 
perhaps, than it has ever been plowed 
' ’ before). 
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before) , leaving the furface rough and 
cloddy. 

Over this rough furface, I am fpreading 
a moderate drefiing of yard dung ; to be 
dragged and rolled and harrowed, until the 
dung be effectually incorporated, with the 
frefh raw foil, brought up; thereby to me- 
liorate it, and to force the feeds of weeds, 
with which it has, no doubt, been amply 
fupplied, century after century. 

The wped feeds having fpent themfelves, 
and th? crudp foil having received the in- 
fluence of the atmofphere, the drefiing will 
be turned in, with a piean-rdopth or fome- 
what fhallow plowing ; and the furface he 
fuffered to rent a in' in the rough flate, ip 
which the plow leaves it, during winter. 

In the Ipring, as foon as the clods have 
thrown out their feedling weeds, and the 
Weather will permit, the furface will be 
ground down, to. powder* tp provoke the 
remainder to vegetatiop; and, ip due feafop, 
he lown with barley and ley herbage. 

Thus,, for the lofs of one year's rent, 
thefe fields will probably be benefited fqt 
twenty years to come. 

T 4 Tfc* 
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1 1794. The fuccefs has anfwered the 
fiilleft expectation. The field which was 
managed more immediately under my own 
eye, is, I am of opinion, five pounds an acre 
better for the operation ; reckoning on 
twenty years, from the time of performing 
it. 

It is obfervable, that, in every cafe where 
circumftances will allow it, an E IGHTEEN 
MONTHS FALLOW ftiould be broken 
up, in autumn, or early winter, by a rib 
plowing i fuffering it to lie, in an expofed 
ftate, during winter. This, befides em« 
ploying the winter’s frofts in the great work 
of purification, forwards the bufinefs of the 
enfuing fummer, and renders the whole 
operation a matter of leifure and conve- 
nieney j and, in the end, COMPLEAT : 
putting the foil in its moft profitable ftate 
of exertion, for a length of years. Under 
proper management and with the afiiftance 
of fallow crops, Lands, THUS EF- 
FECTUALLY RECLAIMED, may not 
require a repetition of the operation, for 
half a century afterwards. 

August 
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August 28. A field of twenty-fbur Homo . 
acres was fowing with Turneps, when I 
arrived here j — with too little tillage, tOQ 
little feed, and fome of it with dung much 
too long ; the harrows drawing the feed 
into ftripes and bunches. The confe- 
rence is, the crop is irregular, and the * 
few plants which appear are nearly fuffo- 
cated in wild Muftard, and other weeds. 

' Some light hoes were ordered to be 
made, from old fithe blades $ and fix of 
them were put into the hands of women, 
who had never hoed, '‘and one into the 
hands of a man, who had. 

The directions, in going the firfl: time 
over the ground, were, to thin the clufters , 
or bunches, and to check the weeds ; 
without attempting to fet the Turnep 
plants out, fingly, or at full diftances ; and 
even, in doing this, to proceed flowly at 
the ou^fet. 

, Hitherto, 
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Hitherto, they have performed this 
work better than was expedited. Indeed, 
by adhering to the rules, here laid^down, 
Turnep hoers will fpontaneoufly grow out 
of them. By fetting oft" llowly, and not 
attempting to© great nicety, at firlt, the 
employment becomes pleafurable, and the 
eye and the hands are imperceptibly taught 
the art ; efpecially if the greater error? 
which arife be, from time to time, pointed 
out, by one who is converfant in the ope-r 
ration, 1 . 

They have no\y begun to go over the 
fird-fown part, a fecond time ; fetting out 1 
the plants lingly, and at due didarices ; 
namely ten to, tvvelve inches apart (the 
hge.s being eight inches long) j except 
where two plants hand near each other, in 
a vacant fpace ; in which cafe, both plants 
are permitted to ftand *. 

Hoing Turneps, with eight inch hoes, ■ 
made from lithe blades, is moderate worl$: 
(pr women (fuch b|Oe$ are light and pats 

* For more particular remarks and directions, refpect- 
ing this operation, fee Min. Econ. Vol. II. P. 198. 

.* ' I 
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freely through the foil) j and, by proceed- 
ing on the principles here adopted, any 

woman, with an eye and hands, may be 
fopn taught the arp will, in one ful| 
feafon, become a fufficient T urnep hoer. 

How eligible, in Countries where women 
ar§ not employed in reaping, tp teach them 
the ufe of the Turnep hpe. What avails 
the flownefs of their work, the firft feafon, 
compared with the introduction of fo valu- 
able a pradtice : efpecially to a large occu- 
pier ; and, (till more, p a man of largq 
, pftate. 


19 - 

Sept ember i. It is cuftomary, here, 
to flioe working oxen ; although they are 
rarely employed upon the road. The 
ftoninefs of the foils, and rockinefs of the 
lanes and driftways, may account for th^ 
practice. 

In the form of the fhoes, or the method 
of fetting them on, I fee little new. A few 
? , parti- 
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particulars of practice, neverthclefs, require 
to be noticed. Having been call, or thrown, 
and his legs bound together, in the ufual 
manner, the animal is forced nearly upon 
his back, and his feet honied up to a con- 
venient height, by means of a forked pole* 
fome five feet long j the fork taking the 
bandage which binds the feet, the other 
end being fixed firmly in the fwaxd, upon 
which they are ufually thrown. This 
fimple contrivance gives great firmnefs, 
lleadinefs, and conveniency to the ope- 
ration. 

That the individuals may be the more 
conveniently laid hold of, and trammelled, 
the team are driven to the place of fhoeing, 
in their yokes, and hung together with 
chains, the hindmolt chain being fattened 
to a large root, or ftool, in the hedge ; by 
the fide of which they are ufually placed ; 
in order to prevent their running off, on> 
feeing one of their companions thrown 
down and roughly treated, in their fight, 
— immediately under their eyes ! 

Today, the remaining three of a team, 
(hoeing in* this extraordinary way, being 

1 alarmed 

* i 
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alarmed and rendered favage, by feeing thd 
favage treatment of their comrades, broke 
from their hold ; ran off ; the pair throw- 
ing down the fingle ox encumbered by his 
yoke;* — dragged him; — broke off one of 
his horns, with its core clofe to his head; 
cut the finew of his fore leg, almoft 
through, with one of the hooks ; and have 
thus entirely fpoilt him. - 

Some means of facilitating the fhoeing 
of oxen are much to be defired. I am of 
©pinion that were rearing calves, which are 
intended for work, accuftomed to have 
their feet taken up, and their hoofs beaten 
tvith a hammer ; and were a repetition of 
this practice to take place, in the winter . 
feafon, when the fteers are in the yards, or 
in ftalls, they might afterwards be fhod as 
horfes. , 

Working cattle fhould alfd be acctff-- 
tomed, from their earlieft age, to be driven 
and led about* fingly ; fhould be wholly- 
reclaimed from a ftate of wildnefs j as work- 
ing horfes are. 

The ox, under kind and generous treat- 
ment, is eafily familiarized, and rendered 
docile. 


19. 
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20 . 

LonesOn, 1794: Having, in the fummef 
of 1790, fpent fome mdnths at Maidftone* 
in Kentj to regifter the hop culture} 
and the other branches of Rural Econdmyj 
as they are pradtifed in that fertile Diftridt j 
and having, in the Spring and early part of 
the Summer of 1791, paid fome attention 
to the Farnham practice of cultivating 
hops, as well as to that and other Rural 
Subje&S} in Weft Suflex ; I judged it expe- 
dient to return to Farnham, early in Sep-^ 
tember, in the fame year, to be prefent 
at the picking and curing,' in that Diftridt j 
in order to enable me, the better, to draw 
up a practical account of the management 
of the Hop ; in a general account of the 
Rural Practice of the Southern Coun- 
ties ; which I hope foon to offer to the 
Public. 

Before I left Buckland, I di.gefted, the 
ideas which I had colledled, refpedting the 
. . prefent 


Digitized by Google 


WEST DEVONSHIRE. 


as? 


pfefent flate and improvement of its 
charming demefne. Many of thofe ideas 
related* of courfe* to private concerns ; 
many of them appear, ih the foregoing 
Digeft, of the pra&ice of the Didri^l at 
large ; and others, in the preceding Mi- 
nutes. Some few of them, however, have 
not yet been introduced into this Work ; 
and thefe are inferted, here. For what 
applies to the Barton of Buckland is more 
or lefs applicable to the lands of the fur- 
rounding Country, and may furnilh hints 
for thofe of other Diftrifts; 


23 * 

IMPROVE- 

MENTS 

sugvested. 


v. This, in foil and furface, is properly a 
sheep farm. Sheep, Turneps, Barley, DRY - 
temporary Leys, and Wheat, ought cer- 
tainly to be confidered as primary 
objects. The dairy leems to>ftand 
fecond j as being, in this fituation, profi- 
table in itfelf ; and as a fource of working 
cattle. But no part of it appears to be 
well adapted to the grazing of cat* 

. ' tle, 
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tle, which prefents itfelf as a fubotdinate 
objedt ; to be confined merely to the aged 
cows and oxen, which the farm itfelf 
- throws off. A main objedi, on many 
accounts, is tb keep the manager at home. 
Hence, ddopt a courfe of tillage, fuitable 
to the foil arid fituation ; with liveftock 
fuitable, in fpecies and proportion, to the 
crops : adhering as clofely to this outline 
of management, as feafons Ihd circum- 
ftances will permit. Undei; thefe regu- 
lations, the Hine would have little to take 
off his attention from the interior operations 
of the farm; except the difpofal of its 
immediate produce. He would have no 
riding about the Country to buy ftoek; 
nor any trifling away of his time; in felling 
them. 

Firming and jobbing can feldom be 
united, with profit : even by a Principal ; 
much lefs by an Agent. 

Some river breaks are wanted t0 ‘ 
defend the meadow lands. Stones, not 
timber, appear to be the proper materials 
for thefe Breaks. , 

' * 794 * 
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1794. Hitherto, piles and planks had 
been ufed, to confine the rapid Tavey 
within its channel; much valuable. timber 
having been ufed, from time to time, in 
** weiring while the bed of the river is 
ftrewed with flones, fit for this purpofe. 

I had one conftrudted, as a fpecimen, in 
the mod difficult fituation ; — immediately 
in front of the Salmon Weir, and within 
the reach of its whirlpool, in times of 
floods ; at one fourth of the expence which 
a timber break would have coft. It is 
built with dry Jlones y collected from the 
river bed. 

The permanency of this loofe ftonework 
depends, entirely, on the principle of con - 
fruSlion. The face of the Break is every 
way bulging towards the force of the 
current ; which ails upon it, as fuper- 
incumbent weight on an arch. The bafe 
line, fome fifteen or twenty yards long, is 
the fegment of a circle, with its outer or 
convex fide to the water. The wall, from 
four or five, to two or three feet high, is 
carried up battering , very confiderably, 
from the ftream ; not with a flraight line, 
Vol. II. U but 
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but fomewhat convex, and rounding off at 
the top, — until it forms nearly a horizontal 
paving. The ftones are laid, with their 
larger ends inward ; and not horizontally, 
but dipping, in .fiich a manner, as to lie 
fquare with the face of the wall ; which is 
thus placed in the pofture of falling, 
towards the bank of earth, that was rammed 
in firmly behind, as the wall was- carried 
up. The whole to be filled in, level with 
the adjoining meadow; thick turf being 
firmly laid, in continuation of the pave- 
ment ; that the water, when it overflows 
the meadow, may pafs fmoothly over the 
break, and thereby prevent the adjoining 
fward from being torn up, by a difturbed 
current. 

A violent flood difplaced fome of the 
uppermoft ftones, for want of the ground 
being filled up, and properly finifhed, behind 
them ; and the eddy of the Weir .pool 
fcooped away part of the gravel from the 
foundation, fo as to endanger it ; until large 
ftones were thrown againft it, for its de- 
fence. 

Where there is a proper choice of ftones ; 

and 
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and if the top and foundation be from time 
to time attended to ; a river Break, built 
on thefe principles, may endure for a 
length of years. 

The prefent dairy cows, fome fe\V ex- 
cepted, accord ill with the Barton of Buck- 
land : which is entitled, in every point of 
view, to the finell breeds of liveftock the 
Ifland at prefent pofiefTes. The degenerate 
breed, now upon it, are unprofitable, even 
as dairy flock, and are altogether unfit, as 
molds for working oxen ; the breeding of 
which ought to be a principal object in 
keeping them. Some of the oxen, the 
defeendants of the old flock of the farm, 
are almofl unexceptionable : their fize 
being their principal deficiency. The 
prefent degeneracy of the cattle appears to 
have arifen out of a wrong principle of 
management, of the late hines ; namely* 
that of felling everything inclined to fat- 
nefs, fo as to fetch money ; and buying in 
anything for cheapnefs, without regard to 
fpecific quality *. 

Vi * The 

/ 

* This error in pra&ite has been mentioned before ; 
but it is of fo treacherous and mifehievous a nature, it 
cannot be too often reprobated. 
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SALMON 

FISHERY. 


' The Salmon Fiihery, at prefer. t, is a 
nurfery of Poachers ; owing not fo much 
to the remotenefs of its fituation, with 
refpedl to the houfe, as to the fkreens, of 
wood, which now rife on either' fide of the 
river ; and hide them, in a great meafure, 
from detection. Under its prefent manage- 
ment, it is an object worth their attending 
to, and of courfe draws them off from 
honeft, but lefs profitable, employments. 
The molt eligible courfe to be taken ap- 
pears to be that of throwing difficulties in 
their way ; fo as to make it not worth 
their attention. To attempt to prevent 
them by force, efpecially while the mines 
remain open, would evidently be imprudent. 

Perhaps , the men, who are employed in 
drawing the net, ffiould be paid not by the 
tide, or the number of times they draw it, 
but by the number, or weight, of the fifh 
caught : thus uniting their own interefl 
with that of their employer. Even night 
fifhing might, by this means, be confide- 
rably checked j not fo much by keeping 
watch, as by every pool being fifhed care- 
fully, before the night came on. Now, if 
the net be wetted, their hire is due. 
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Or perhaps deftroy the net-fifhing alto- 
gether ; by placing obftruCtions in the 
pools; and depend folely on the Weir: 
which, if properly regulated and duly at- 
tended,' would perhaps receive all the fifh 
which enters the river ; or, in much proba- 
bility, a far greater number, than are now 
legally taken, by the weir and nets jointly. 
Giving a weir man a fixed proportion of the 
produce, — for his attendance during the 
fifhing feafon, — for feeing that the pools 
were kept guarded to prevent net fifhing, — 
for keeping down the ikreens, — and for 
attending daily and hourly, during dead 
water, to prevent fpearing, — would, in this 
cafe, be requifite. 

. At prefent, the Fifhery is either neg- 
lected, or it interferes, unprofitably, with 
the ordinary bufinefs of the Farm. 

On whatever principle a Fifhery of this 
kind is conducted, the perfons employed in 
it ought to be rewarded, in proportion to 
the quantity taken ; efpecially when they 
are not immediately under the eye of their 
employer. 

/ . 

• • , U 3 ' October 
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October 30. Rode ta Milton 
Abbots; by Tavistock and Lamer- 

TON. 

Some charming grafslands about Tavif- 
tock ; Hill better before Lamerton ; and 
yet more excellent, at Milton Abbots. 

• Confiderable herds of fine oxen, and 

/ 

good fatting cows, are now in thefe 
grounds : fome of which are ftill full of 
grafs ; — highly colored, and apparently of 
a fuperior quality. 

How extraordinary, that Plots, fuch as 
thefe are, fhould be fcattered in fo bleak 
and barren a Country. Between Lamertoq 
and Milton, an unproductive Heath inter- 
venes ; the rich lands of the latter being 
nearly furrounded with fuch Heaths, and 
overlooked by Mountains : the fituation 
inhofpitable in the extreme. The fertile 
lands of Lamerton and Taviftock' are infix-? 
lated in a fimilar manner. 

But 
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But the extent of thefe lands, colledlive- 
ly, is l'mall : and in a furvey of the Rural 
Practice of the Weft of England, they are 
rather a fubjeft of admiration, than pf im- 
portance. 


22 . 


November i. The roughcast 
work of this Diftridt is executed in a fu- 
perior manner ; being not only durable, but 
pleafing to the eye. 

Some lately done at Ivybridge is equal, 
in beauty, to drefled ftone work, Mr. Sta- 
pleton’s houfe, in this neighbourhood, 
done in a fimilar way, has now ftood up- 
wards of half a century; and, excepting at 
the immediate foundation, and beneath 
fome of the windows, where water has 
been fufFered to lodge, the whole remains 
as firm as when firft done ; appearing to 
have acquired a ftonelike texture. In both 
thefe cafes Chryftaline gravel has been ufed; 

U 4 and 
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22. and both of them are falfe -jointed, to re r 
coatino femble drelfed hone work. 

BUILDINGS. 

An intelligent workman, whom I acci- 
dentally converfed with on this fubjeCt, 
fuggefted an admirable theory of the 
operation of roughcafting ; making an 
accurate diflinetion between this and Stucco 
work. • 

Stucco being laid on', in ajlate of pafle, 
more or lefs air is unavoidably fhut up, — • 
let it be ever fo well worked ; and the very 
■ expansion and contraction of this air, by 
heat and froft, is fufficient to break the 
texture of the Stucco. Befide, let the 
working be done ever fo carefully, cracks, 
though not evident to the eye, will be 
formed in drying; and if, bymeans of thefe 
microfcopic fifiiires (or of thofe formed by 
the expanfion and partial efcape of the con- 
fined air), water take polfeffion of the air 
cells, the perilhing and peeling become na- 
tural confequences. 

Roughcast, on the contrary, being 
applied, in a fluid flute , and by little and 
little, fills up every pore, and cranny in the 
face of the wall ; as well as in the face of 
/ every 
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every fucdeeding coat; which being fuf- 
fered to dry, before another coat is added, , 
the cracks, if any take place, are filled up ; 
and deep ones, of courfe, are effectually pre- 
vented : whereas, the cracks of Stucco 
s neceflarily reach through the coat. 

Stucco evidently partakes of the nature 
of cement ufed, in a flate of pafte or mortar ; 
liquid coating, of cement poured into 
the wall, in a ftate of grout. 

Stucco is analogous to the materials of 
a dam, or the bank of a canal, formed with 
earth, in a ftate of pafte: rough coat- 
ing, to the puddle of Canal Makers : to 
loam intimately mixed with water, and 
permitted to fubfide in a liquid ftate : thus 
preventing air cells ; and forming a clofe, 
homogeneous mafs, _ . 


23. 

December 10. Turneps. (See Min. 
18.) Several acres of thefe Turneps were, 
in my abfenee, omitted to be hoed. I 

found 
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found them, overgrown with Charlock, — a 
yard high, and as yellow as a Rape field : 
the feeds of the low^er pods being fully - 
formed. Part had been drawn by hand, 
according to the cuftom of the Country, 
and thrown in heaps : an expenfive and 
wafteful practice. 

A few cart loads were ordered to be 
jnown, — high enough to prevent, as much 
as'poffible, the injury of the Turneps, — - 
and low enough, to get beneath the pods 
of the Charlock ; and were ftrewed over 
an adjoining pafture ground. 

Sheep eat the tips of the leaves of the 
Turneps, partially cut off by the fithe ; 
and alfo the leaves of the Charlock ; but 
left the pods and the ftalks of the latter, lit 
$i great meafure untouched. 

Cattle, however, preferred the'Charlock j 
eating the w'hole up, clean ; before they 
picked up the Turnep leaves. 

Four or five acres kept about twenty 
head of young and ftore cattle, near three 
weeks. Had the food been given to them 
regularly, and more frugally than it was, 
it would have kept them, fufficiently as 

ftore 
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{lore cattle, a month. This, added to the 23. 
faving of the expence, compared with that charlock, 
of drawing, cannot be reckoned at lefs than A cattu.° F 
twenty {hillings an acre. 

They eat it fo yoracioufly, that one or 
two of them were repeatedly blown, or 
fufflated, by it : and a heifer failed fo mu'ch, 
while at 'this food, that it was thought 
right to have her butchered. On opening 
her, however, her diforder appeared evi- 
dently to have been of fome duration ; a 
part of her inteftines being in a {late of 
decay. The pungency of the Charlock 
might, or might not, have ftimulated her 
diforder. ' ' 

Be this as it may, it is {Efficiently proved, 
that healthy cattle may be kept on Char- 
Jock in pod, with fa,fety and profit’*. 

Dkcem- 

* Part qf it, the rough Charlock or Wild Mustard 
[Sinapis Arvtnfis ) ; part, the fmooth Charlock, or Wild 
Jlape ( Brafica Nopus), 


Digitized by C 


3oo 


MINUTES. 


Dec. 


CABBAGES. 


24 . 

December 10. The oply ufeful idea 
I have been able to collect, from the late 
manager of this farm, is his method of cut- 
ting garden Cabbages. 

Inftead of clearing the ftalk or ftem from 
the lower leaves, and crofs-flitting the 
crown or top of the ftalk, in the ufual 
manner, — he cuts out the body of the 
Cabbage, only ; letting' all the open, large, 
fpreading leaves, remain upon the ftem. 

The confequence is a fecond, and per- 
haps a third, crop of Cabbages', not one, 
but many, upon a ftem ; forming, by the 
third crop, a Cabbage tree. There are 
now, in the garden of this place, feveral 
Hems, with four, five, or more wellfized 
table Cabbages on each : and, applied to 
field Cabbages, which are cut early, the 
principle may be a good one. The old 
leaves continue to draw up the fap, until 

vigorous 
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vigorous Ihoots are formed j when they are 
obferved to droop, decay, and fall at the 
foot of the plant; being, perhaps, in every 
llage of their decay, ufeful to the young 
progeny ; in lhading the ground, in 
keeping down the weeds, and in furnilhing 
a fupply of mephitic gas to their riling 
offspring: advantages which are loll, in 
the ordinary method of treatment. Many 
of the plants are killed by the fudden 
check of the fap, and thofe which furvive, 
throw out numerous, and of courfe, weak 
fhoots ; few of them fwelling to any fize. 
Or taking the Cabbage form. 

O O 


2 5 - 

December 18. A Society of Agri- 
culture, I tinderlland, is now forming 
in the South Hams. In my late excurfion, 
through that Dillridt, I heard of a “ Plow- 
ing Match,” at Kinglbridge, and another, 
at Ivy bridge ; where Meetings of Country 
, Gen- 
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Gentlemen, and fubilantial Yeomen, diftri-. 
buted REWARDS TO GOOD WORKMEN J 
a rational Inftitution, which, while it con- 
tinues to adhere to this principle, cannot 
fail of proving beneficial to the Country. 

If mere preceptive Societies, with- 
out the power o£ example, in them- 
selves, can be materially ferviceable to the 
advancement of Agriculture, their objedt, 

I am of opinion, ought to be that of en-- 
COURAGING GOOD HUSBANDRY, among 

professional men : of fearching for 
superior Husbandmen ; and diftin- 
guifhing them, in fuch manner, as to create 
a fpirit of emulation ; and of affifting fuch 
diflinguiihed Managers to procure the re- 
quifite means of improvement. Thus 
placing them in a confpicuous light, and 
making them the honorable inftruments 
of that example, which a mere preceptive 
Society has not, in itfelf, the power of 
fetting. 

But, on a large estate, this may be 
the befl done, by its Proprietor. He 
knows, or ought to know, the individuals 
who are mod worthy of being' made the 

diftin*: 
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diftinguifhed leaders of its improvement : 
and, in this cafe, he can encourage them; 
according to their merit ; without being 
liable to the cabals of Theorifts and Ad- 
venturers, to which mixed Societies are 
ever fubjeCt. A few pounds expended, 
annually, among his own tenants, in {Simu- 
lating them to accurate management, 
would, in moft cafes, pay him tenfold 
intereft *. 

Thefe reflections fuggefl: Tnftitutions of 
a higher order. Let men of landed pro- 
perty affociate : not fo much for the par- 
ticular purpofe of ENCOURAGING GOOD 
husbandry among their tenants, as for 
the more general intention of afcertaining 
the fuitable regulations, under which to 
conduit the management of estates. 

. . For 


AGRICUL- 
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* In a Sketch of the Rural Economy of the Cen- 
tral Highlands of Scotland, which I had the honor 
of prefenting, in 1794, to the Board of Agricul- 
ture, a? a Report concerning that part of the Ifland, 
I purfued this idea ; propofing to divide a large eftate 
into Diftricts, or Ofliciaries ; and to place a fuperior 
Manager in each, as a diftinguilhed Leader, in Rural 
Improvements. 
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For feeing, evidently, not only in the 
Diftridt under furvey, but in other Diftridts 
of the Ifland, that a greater defalcation’ of 
public and private property is incurred* 
through the inaccurate management of 
landed property, than through the errors of 
cultivation, it belongs exclulively to the 
polfeflors of eftates to redtify the impro- 
priety *. 

- The 

* I am defirous of being fully underftood. There are, 
in thefe Kingdoms, many Eftates, as well as many Farms, 
in a ftate of good managemertt ; they being either under 
the immediate dire&ion of Proprietors, who have turned 
their attention to rural concerns; or of Agents, who 
have a practical knowledge of Rural Affairs, and who 
have no interefts fubverfive of, or diftinft from, the good 
order and profperity of the Eftates under their care. But 
there will be little rifk in faying, that a majority of the 
larger Eftates, throughout the Ifland, are Under very dif- 
ferent principles of management. 

I am equally defirous to be explicit,' with refpect to 
Societies of Agriculture. I have faid in another 
place (fee the Rural Economy of the Midland 
Counties, Vol. I. P. 121.), that mixed Societies are 
capable of producing good, by affrmilating the fentisnentS 
of Proprietors and Occupiers. And I believe that Pro- 
vincial Societies have ever been beneficial, in the outfet, to 
the Dillri&s in which they have been formed, by agitating 
tire Subject, and tending to awaken the sp.rit of 
improvement. 


Digitized by Google 



WE ST DEVONSHIRE. 


A 


»; 9 i. 


3 °$ 


The fubjeCts, that would naturally offer 
themfelves to fueh Affociations, are the 
following. 

The prefent management of landed pro- 
perty, in the DiftriCt of Aflociation. 

The laying out of eftates, into farm 
lands, or fuch as are adapted to culti- 
vation, and into woodlands * or fuch as are 
fitteft for the production of timber or 
coppice wood. 

The fuitable fizes and characters of 
farms. 

The fpecies of tenancy. 

The forms of leafes. 

The qualifications of tenants. 

The proper feafonsand terms of removals, 
receiving rents, &cc. &c; 

The encouragement of good managers, 
and the difcountenancing of bad ones. 

The permanent improvement of farm 
lands, by draining. Watering, &c. And 
their more temporary melioration, by ma- 
nures, fodburning, tillage, &c. • 

The plan, and conftruCtion, of farm 
yards, and buildings. 

Vol. II. X The 
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The management of hedges. 

The management of timber, woodlands, 
and plantations. 

And the more general improvement of 
the given Diftridt of Aflociation ; — by 
Public Embankments. 

Public Drains. 

Public Navigations^ 

Public Inclofures. 

The melioration of Tithes, and. 

The Poor’s Rate : as well as the 
regulation of 

County concerns ; and the fupport of 

The landed Interefl ; which has lain 
negledted and trampled on, by Commerce 
and Manufactures, until the Country is no 
longer able to provide fuftinence for its 
inhabitants *. 

September 

* For a ftriking evidence of the tfuth of this aflertion, 
fee the Rural Economy of the Midland Counties, 
Vol.lI. P. 294. 
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1792. Sept. 24. The Monastery 
Barn of this place is perhaps the firft to 
he found, at this day, in the Ifland : not in 
refpedt to fize, though it is large, but in 
regard to the ftate of prefervation,— both 
of its wails, and its roof. 

This Barn, having been built under the 
Pack-horfe plan of Huibandry, was moft 
inconvenient for carriages having only one 
pair of doorways, in the middle of it ; 
with a paflage through, and a thrafhing , 
floor on either fide of the roadway. The 
width of the tyirn (namely, twentyfeven 
feet in the clear), not permitting waggons 
to turn within the area, the Corn has ever 
been thrown, from the waggons, upon the 
floors, and thence flung, from hand to 
hand, to either end of the barn ! which is 
a hundred and fifty feet in length. 

The obvious method of improvement 
was to break out doorways, towards the 
X 2 ends ; 
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MINUTES. 

ends ; fo as to divide the whole length of 
the barn, into fix bays or mowfteads, with 
a floor between each two, in the Engli/h 
manner : an arduous talk, which is now 
executing ; and which w r ill render it one 
of the firft barns in the Kingdom. 

The labor of cutting thefe doorways is 
nearly equal to that of cutting through 
folid rock, of equal thicknefs ; namely, 
three feet. The cement is of an extraor- 
dinary quality : as hard almoft as granite ; 
efpecially on the North fide of the build- 
ing. That of the South or rather South- 
Weft wall is much more friable : a circum- 
ftanee which has been obferved in other 
old buildings of this place j and which is 
entitled to Philofophic enquiry. 


27. 

September Z4. A Spring in the upper 
part of this Farm fupplies the houfe with, 
water. It alfo fupplies a drinking pool, 

near 
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near the yards ; and its natural, courfe 27. 
carrying it through a fmall Strawyard, a the uses of, 

RILLS. 

trough is placed acrofs the rill, for the ufe 
of the yard cattle. 

It has alfo, time immemorial, been led 
over fome grafs lands, which lie below the 
yards, — on the float-and-drain principle. 

Hut although this rill is feldom if ever 
dried up — leading it along the fides of the 
Valley, through upland inclofures, which 
are deflitute of water for flock, and their 

P 

value of courfe thereby much depreciated, 

—does not appear to have been thought of. 

In the courfe of lafl Summer, being de- 
firous to know if this rill could be carried 
through an intended fuite of yards, on the 
fide of the Valley, I took the level, and 
found not only that objedt to be attainable, 
but alfo that it may be led with eafe into 
two waterlefs fields', which lie above thefe 
yards j and, through them, into four or . 

five more (equally in want of water for 
flock), fituated beyond them. 

In afeertaining thefe fafts, I made ufe of 
a mafon’s long level, inverted : a plummet 
X 3 hole 
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hole being prcvioufly cut in the head of the 
ftandard ; the crown of which being fet 
upon the ground, the arms of the level 
were fteadied by rods, in the horizontal 
pofition ; and a carpenter’s rule held acrofs 
another rod, fet up, at as great a diftance as 
a clear fight Wbuld admit of, and at a 
height upon the flaff, equal to the height of 
the level. 

Finding this a mod: fimple and perfect 
inftrument, but difficult to adjuft, by reafon 
of its inability, I have fince had a frame 
level made, on the fame principle j 
namely, with a ftraight edge, or top rail, 
anfwering to the bafe board of the long 
level ; with a broad piece falling down 
from the middle of it, anfwering to the 
ftandard ; and with two end pieces or legs, 
to fuperfed'e the ufe of the rods ; together 
with a bottom rail, eight or nine inches 
from the ground, and with diagonal braces, 
to keep the whole firm, and prevent the 
middle or plumb line from getting out of 
the fquare, with the ftraight edge of the 
top rail*; which is feven or eight fret long, 

and 
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and the height about four feet *. And, as 
an improvement of the rule and rod, I 
contrived a cross staff ; namely, a flip 
of thin deal, about five feet and a half long, 
with a crofs piece, about two feet long and 
three inches wide, fixed in the edge of it, 
at the exa£t height of the level ; the top 
of the ftaff rifing twelve or eighteen inches 
above the upper edge of the crofs piece, 
that the hand of the. perfon who holds it up 
may not interfere with the view-f-. 

With this inflrument, I have lately trated 
the flowing level of the intended rill, 
for watering the yards, and the grounds 
beforementioned. 

To afce^tain the .proper fill of a rill of 
this intention, I previoufly took' the run- 
ning level of the antient floating Leat of 
the meadows + ; and finding its fall irre- 
X 4 gular, 

* Half a ro<l long, and a quarter of a rod high, are eli- 
gible dimenfions, when great accuracy is required. But 
a fhorter length, as one third of a rod, is more handy. 

f This crofs piece fhould be of white wood, as deal, 
Or be painted white, that it may be the more di.ftin&ly 
feen, at a diftance. 

\ Sec Vol. I. P. 2o6 f 
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gular, I took it in two places, where the 
variations were greatefl. In the firll, the 
fall was twentyfeven inches, in one hun- 
dred and ten feet j which is nearly one inch, 
or one foot, of fall, to fifty inches, or fifty 
feet, in length. In this part the current is 
in a degree rapid j the fall much too great 
for the general intention. The fall, in 
one hundred and ten feet of the other part, 
is barely fix inches ; which is only one 
meafure of perpendicular height to two 
hurtdred and twenty of horizontal length. 
But in this'part, the motion is too fluggifh 2 
the furface of the water is nearly fmooth > 
barely dimpling ; no ripple, or agitation 
appears. The fall is evidently too little 
for a water courfc, in which there is not a 
conflant firearm 

I have therefore fixed upon one mea- 
sure in a hundred, as the proper fall of 
a water courfe, into which water is occa- 
sionally thrown ; for the purpofes of wa- 
tering lands, filling drinking pools, ciflerns, 
&c. &C. 

To adjufl the level to this aefeent, I 
meafured one hundred feet in length, and 

having 
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having nicely afcertained the dkad level, 
I deprefled the range of the top bar, one 
foot below the upper edge of the crofs piece 
of the ftaff, and, while in that portion, I 
marked the fituation of the plumb line, on 
the face of the level ; the plummet hole 
being made wide for this purpofe : thus 
fixing the flowing level. 

With this defcent, I have traced a line, 
from an intended refervoir, and from point 
- to point, through the fields of one fide of 
the farm, and find that it reaches, even with 
this defcent, within every field: and that 
three fourths, or a larger proportion, of the 
furface are capable of being floated, from this 
intended pool. 

To fee the adtual motion of water falling 
one in a hundred, I have had fifty yards of 
the upper end of the line opened , and find* 
. the current fully fufficient; a lively rippling 
ftream j mor^ adtive perhaps than is necef- 
fary. But the leakage being the lefs, the 
quicker the water moves, we may fafely 
conclude, that one foot of fall in a hundred 
feet of length is nearly perfedt. 

By 
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. By the fame means, I have alfo found 
that, from a fimilar refervoir to be formed 
near the fource of the rill, water might be 
conveyed to every field, and almod every 
acre of the oppofite fide of the farm. 

The ufes of thefe refervoirs will be thofe 
of having in readinefs, during the fummer 
months, when the rill is weak, a body of 
water to throw into drinking pools, cit- 
terns, See.: a weak current turned into a 
dry trench is abforbed by its perforations 
and fiflures, for fometime, at lead:, after it 
is turned in : whereas a body of water, 
milling quickly along it, not only in part 
efcapes abforption, but tends to fill up the 
leaks : and, in winter, thefe refervoirs will 
be ufeful in fcouring the trenches, and in- 
hoarding up. bodies of water, -for the purpofe 
of irrigation. 

In fetting out thefe rills, I have laid the 
head or upper end of each, from two to 
three feet below the intended furfaces of 
their refpedtive refervoirs, when ’full. 
Hence, by means of a portcullis floodgate, 
a body of water, two. or three feet deep, 
I ’ and 
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and the whole extent of the furfaces of the 
bafons, may be poured into the rills, fafter 
or flower, as occafion may require. 
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September 30. The Florifts of this destroy- 

. INO EARTH- 

Dinner have an effectual and ready way worms. 
of destroying earth worms, in their 
knots and borders ; by the means of an irj- 
fulion of wallnut-tree leaves. Theprocefs 
is this : — fill a veffel nearly full, with leaves, 
gathered in the firfl or fecond week of 
September ; — cover them with water, and 
let them fland two or three days,’ until the 
water has acquired a blackifh green color. 

With this infufion, the beds and alleys are 
watered, by means of the common watering 
pot. The worms prefently rife to the 
furface, and die in apparent agony. 

It flrikes me that this interefling fadt drinking 

~ * 0 POOLS. 

may be turned to a profitable purpofe, in 
the forming of drinking pools. It is 

probable. 
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probable, that leaves of the walnut, fpread 
under the clay, would have the fame effedt 
as the lime, which is now in ufe *, 

Reflecting on this fubjeCt, it appears to 
me further probable, that the ufe of clay, 
in making pools, may be difpenfed with. 
Thus form the bafoi> ; puddle with the 
beft of the excavated mold; ftrew on leaves ; 
and pave with liquid nrlortar ; made up with 
their infuflon, — if required. 

The baton form of the pit is an objection 
to puddling ; and could not, perhaps, be 
effected otherw ays, than progreifively with 
the pavement ; by puddling above each, 
ring, and bedding the Rones in the medi-. 
cated matter; pouring in liquid cement, 
where it might appear to be wanted. Or, 
perhaps, the medicated batter would in. 
itfelf be fufficient. 

This is a lubjeCt of great importance, in 
upland fituations. Forming drinking pools 
with clay and lime (great as was the dif- 
covery) is difficult and expenfive ; and any. 
means of Amplifying the procefs would be 
valuable. Sep-, 

* See York. Econ. Vol I. P. J46. 
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September 30. Farm Buildings. 
Where a blank is given, — where the 
ground may be chofen, — where there are 
no buildings already eretfled, — or, where 
there are given buildings, if they Hand in 
the defired fituation, — few difficulties can 
arife, in laying Out a Farmery. 

But where the fite is given, — where 
there are principal buildings already fixed 
on the fpot, — and thefe on aukward ground, 
and in aukward lituations with refpedl to 
each other, as they are on this farm, it 
requires great fiudy and invention to render 
the yards and additional buildings conve- 
nient, or commodious. 

In this cafe, the capital barn, already 
mentioned, is fituated between the dwelling 
houfe, and a range of fpacious office 
buildings, — on the fide of a fteep hill ; the 

1 

out 
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out buildings above, — the houfe below — 
the barn ; — with other offices, at a con- 
fiderable diftance. 

The defirable objedt, here, was to colledt 
the whole into a compadt form, in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the barn. And this 
has been effedted, by forming a femi- 
odtagon yard, in the front of the principal 
range of buildings ; and inclofmg it with a 
line of cattle ffieds ; the area of the yard 
being formed into a receptacle for the dung 
of the ffieds and ffiibies. 

This form of a farm yard, though I have 
been led to it by circumitances, cannot per- 
haps be improved ; even where a blank 
fite is given ; except by that of a compleat 
odtagon. 

An octagonal yard is warm, and 
is much more commodious than a fquare 
one * by reafon of the ffiarp inconvenient 
angles being cut off ; and odlagonal ffieds 
are equally commodious ; '.each lide haying 
its range of ffalls, with fodder houfes in the 
angles, between them : a gangway, in this 
cafe, running from end to end, before the 
heads of the cattle, and through the ftore 

: houfes i ' 
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houfts; which have doors opening to the 
road, on the back or outer fide of the fheds, 
to receive the food ; — whether it be hay, 
ftraw, roots, or other material. 



October 5. The doors of the {lore 
houfes of thefe fheds are hung to open 
outward; to prevent a wafte of room, and 
to render them more fecure againft in- 
truders. To increafe the fecurity, they are 
hung with a fall to the catch ; and to pre- 
vent their being injured by the weather,; 
when open, they have alfo a fall, backward,' 
under the eaves of the building. To effed: 
this, the balance point is placed in the mid- 
way, between the two extreme pofitions' 
of the door ; which, being fet at right 
angle to the line of the building, has a fall . 
to either hand *. 

The* 

* See Mid. Econ. Vol. II. P. 79. for practical rules 
on this fubjeS. 
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The hooks and catches are laid into 
blocks of moorftone, and worked ,up into 
the jambs of the doorways ; the material 
of building being a coarfe fchiftus, or date 
flone. 

The hooks of the new doorways of the 
barn I am likewife laying into moorftone j 
recedes being hewn out of the jambs to 
receive the blocks ; which are large, and 
fixed firmly in their places ; — firft, by 
means of wedge-fhaped ftones, driven in 
above them ; and, afterwards, by wedging 
them in more firmly, with thin pieces of 
iron • forcing out the cement, at every 
crevice. 

It is obfervable, that the hooks of the 
original doors of the barn, which are in like 
manner laid in ftone, have moft of them 
burft their bounds, and broken off more or 
lefs of the outer parts of the ftones they are 
refpedtively laid in. A fenfible and ex- , 
perienced ftone mafon is of opinion, that 
thefe fradtures are occafioned by the rufting 
of the iron; having, he fays, carefully traced 
the effc'ft, in feveral inftances. 

But 
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32 * 


But may not this efFedt be caufed by the 
fufceptibility of metals, with refpedt to 
heat and cold ? Or may not the mifchiefs, 
in the inftance under notice, have been done 
by the jarring of the heavy doors, blown 
violently to, by the wind ? I have, how- 
ever, obferved fimilar fradtures, in cafes 
where the lafl fuggefled caufe could not fo 
eafily operate. 

Fadts, which require a fucceflion of ages 
to produce them, are too interefling to be 
palTed without attention. The effeft here 
noticed is obfervable in many ancient 
buildings, and the operation of the ruft 
of iron is not, perhaps, accurately under- 
flood. 


3 1 * 

October 13. Doors hung On hooks 
laid into the wall, as above defcribed, re- 
quire to be hung in rabbets. For, if they 
are hung in between the jambs, rain and 
fnow will beat in : if they lap over, on the 
Vol. II. Y out- 
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31. outfide, they arc expofed to the weather, 

hanging are ^ harm’s way, and are unfightly. A 
rabbet, of due dimenfions, obviates thefe 
inconveniences. And I have found that, 
for ledge doors, made of inch boards, and 
hung to fall back under the eaves, in the 
manner above mentioned, three inches deep, 
each way, are the proper dimenfions. 


3 V 

liming October 28. Lafi: year, I had the 
lime, for wheat, fet about the field, in 
waggon- load heaps ; with the intention of 
mixing with it the veiled Beat, or the afhes 
that might arife from it, as the feafon 
s fhould render moft convenient. But I left 
the Country, before I had an opportunity of 
feeing the operation, properly performed. 

• This year, fimilar heaps being fet about, 
I have had them covered, thickly, with 
unburnt Beat, colle&ed with the team rake, 
or “ drudge,” of the Country; and the 
- • whole 
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whole duly “ melled” or mixt, in the 
Devonfliire manner*; with a fmall de- 
viation in this cafe. 

The operation being purpofely begun 
before the middles of the h*eaps were fallen, 
they were firft pulled abroad, with a hack ; 
thus giving a rough mixture to the un- 
flacked knobs of lime and the wet Beat, 
under which they were deeply buried. 
This brought on a quick diflolution of the 
lime ; whofe heat, of courfe, operated in the 
deftrudtion of weed feeds and animalculae ; 
and, while the heat was at its height, the 
whole were intimately mixed together ; 
thus faving, by one ealy procefs, the endlefs 
labor of two tedious operations. 


33 - 

October 28. (See Min. 27.) In con- 
ducting this rill through an open grove of 
tall trees, I have found fome difficulties :• 
not only the ground but the trees were 
Y 2 given. 

* See the Article Lime, Vol. L Page 158 * 
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•MINUTES. Oct. 

given. By purfuing the following methods, 
thefe difficulties have been overcome. 

Having, by means qf the frame level 
and crofs, afcertained the general defcent, 
or flowing level, through the whole extent 
of the grove ; and having, in this operation, 
gained a general idea of the requifite di- 
rection of the rill, by means of {lakes placed 
at the feveral flations of the crofs flaff, 
wherever clear views could be caught 
through the openings between the trees, — • 
the intermediate fpaces, between the flakes, 
were traced by the eye, fo as to endeavour 
to follow the natural level of the ground, 
without forming abrupt bends in the chan- 
nel ; — parrying between the two. 

The fuppofed line being thus fet out, the 
furface of the ground was cleared two or 
three feet wide on either fide of it, from 
leaves and other incumbrances, and the 
top foil removed for manure ; thus making 
a hollow pathway through the grove, fome 
four or five feet wide. 

The next operation was to level this 
pathway ; which was likewife done by the 
eye, from {lake to flake; paring off the 

pro- 


Digitized by Google 


*79*. WEST DEVONSHIRE. 

protuberances, and calling or wheeling 
them into the hollows. 

To come at the true line, and to render 
the flowing level perfectly uniform, a 
narrow pathlet, the width of the fpade, was 
formed on the upper flde of the broad path- 
way. This pathlet was formed, with the 
frame level in hand ; finking trenches in 
the dill protubfrating parts, and railing 
banklets in the hollows : thus fixing the 
cxatt flowing level, at each level's length ; 
and, at the fame time, forming the face, or 
lower fide of it, in fuch manner as to eafe 
the bends, and give a fmooth flowing line 
to the rill. 

In order to bring the bufinefs of forming 
the bed of the rill to a certainty, and thereby 
to render any further fuperintendance un- 
neceflary, yet to prevent error in the exe- 
cution, I formed a gauge for the laborers tQ 
work by. 

This gauge confids of a board, forming 
the fegment of a circle j the chord or 
greated length being three feet, the greateft 
depth twelve inches. This gives the 
dimenfions of the bed of the rill. To keep 
•; Y 3 the 
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the bottom of it, exactly true to the flowing 
level, fo that the current or ftream may be 
perfectly uniform, — this gauge is fixed 
under a mafon’s lhort level ; the end of one 
of the arms projecting, three or four inches, 
beyond one ejid of the gauge. 

The trench being funk, to nearly its pro- 
per depth, by the eye, kept on the adj.ufted 
margin, the projecting efid of the level is 
placed on the fame marginal guide, and 
the plummet line being brought to the 
perpendicular (and the bafe of the level of 
courfe rendered horizontal), the bottom of 
the trench is finithed, with certainty. 

This evening, I haye had the water 
turned into the upper part of the trench 
thus formed, by two common laborers, 
who never before, perhaps, took a level in 
their hands. The current is not only de- 
firable, as to defcent ; but is perfectly uni- 
form , — without alteration. 

Hence the practicability ai\d certainty of 
this method of forming the channels of 
rills, — as well as the eligibility of one mea-r 
lure in a hundred, for the defcent or fall,-?- 
are fully afcertained. 

'The 
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The dimenfions above ftated, — namely, 
three feet wide and one foot deep,-— (a fize 
fully fufficient for any purpofes, at prefent 
intended by this rill) I have adopted as the 
fitted for the part which pafies under trees, 
and which will be liable to be choaked by 
leaves and falling twigs. But a part which 
erodes an open grafs ground, and where 
cattle will frequently pafs and repafs, I 
have had formed by a fhallower gauge : 
namely, a fegment four feet wide and eight 
inches deep j the bank on the lower fide 
of it being made broad, and flatly convex j , 
' to prevent the cattle from treading in the 
fides : and, to give it more immediate firm- 
neis, it is turfed with the fods, taken from 
the part which is now the bed of the rill. 


34 * 

December 8. The laying out and 
forming of roads have engrafted a prin- 
cipal part of my attention, during the laft 
two or three weeks j and, fo far as relates 
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to convex roads, on a defcent, I have 
brought this ufeful art to method and a 
degree <}f certainty. 

In the forming of roads, as in the con- 
ducting of rills, the frame level and crofs 
are accurate and ready guides. 

The given points of the intended road 
having been marked, the rnoft defirable 
line, whether as to utility or omatnent, is 
to be fet out, with tall ftakes placed at 
equal ' diftances, as ten paces from each 
other. Thefe preparatory Heps having 
been taken fome days previous to the com- 
piencement of the work, — in order to give 
time for deliberate adjuftments, — the level 
and the crofs are placed at the oppofite 
extremities of the line, or as near them as 
a clear fight can be caught from the one to 
the other •, aqd the level being deliberately 
adjufted to the crofs, the fituation of the 
plumb line is marked, on the face of the 
level ; and thus the rake or degree of 
pESCENT is determined and \ and, of 
courfe, a uniformity of defcent, if required, 
jnay thereby be accurately preferved, jn 
every part of the line. If this wind much. 
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the degree of inclination or defcent will be 34* 
diminifhed, as the length of line is en- LA £oAm. UT 
creafed ; and, if an exa'dt uniformity be 
required, an allowance Should be made for 
fuch deviation. But, if the declivity be 
long, relaxations in the' line of afcent, at 
fuitable diftances, have their ufe for heavy 
carriages, and are not difpleafing to the eye. 

The degree of defcent being determined, 
the next ftep is to try if the line marked out 

/ 

correfpond with it. This is done by keep- 
ing the level in its place, and fetting up 
the crofs at the foot of each ftake, or at the 
feet of as many as occafion requires. 

. If the marked line deviate, much, from 
the line of general level ; fo as to render 
the road inconvenient, or encreafe, unne- 
ceflarily, the expence of making it, a frefh 
line is fet out ; endeavouring to parry, 
bet\veen the true line of direction, and the 
true line of defcent. 

The line of direction being finally de- 
termined on, and adjufted, a ftrong flump, 
or flender pile, two feet or more in length, 
is entered, with an iron crow, at the foot 

i 

pf each flake $ and driven down to the 

general 
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34. general rake of the intended furface of the 
laying out road, when finished. 

This is readily done, by placing the feet 
of the level, on this intended line of furface, 
and putting the foot of the crofs upon the 
head of each flump ; continuing to keep 
the level to the rake line, and to drive the 
flump, until the arms of the crefs are feen 
to range exadlly, with the flraight edge of 
the level j or, which is frequently more 
expeditious, efpecially where the fubfoil is 
floney, by placing the foot of the crofs 
againfl the fide of the pile, and railing or 
lowering it, until the raking level be caught j 
then marking, and fawing off, the head of 
the dump : proceeding in this manner, 

until each flake is fupplanted by a pile. 

Where the ground is very rough and 
uneven, it is convenient to break down the 
protuberances, by the eye, previoufly to 
. the adjuflment of the piles. 

The piles being adjufled, a regular 
trench or pathway is formed, the whole 
length of the line of road fet out, at a depth 
below the heads of the flumps, equal to 
the intended thicknefs of the covering 

materials : 
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materials : namely, in private roads and 
ordinary cafes, one foot : leaving the piles 
/landing in the middle of the trench or 
pathway ; fhowing one foot of their length 
above the intended bed of the road, with 
another foot, or a fufficient length in the 
ground, to keep them firmly in their places, 
until the road be fini/hed ; the heads of 
the piles being the requilite guide to the 
covering. 

This trench or pathway being the true 
middle line of the bed of the road, an 
unerring guide is given to the workman, 
£nd the bufinefs of the artift is at an end. 
The reft is mere labor, which may be per- 
formed, by ordinary workmen, under ge- 
' neral directions. 

The bed of the road I make flat, or 
nearly fo ; the outer edges, only, dipping 
fomewhat beneath the general level ; the 
convexiture of the road, itfelf, being given 
with the rough foundation materials. 
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1 79 3? January 29. There arc, now, 
on this demeliie, fortyfive acres of over- 
grown coppice wood j namely, wood of 
about thirty years growth. 

The lands of this Diflridt being in general 
unfriendly to the Oak, after it attains a 
Certain growth, much of the fpray and 
upper branches of this wood are beginning 
to decay, Inilead of encreafing in value, 
it is probably getting worfe, every year i-~ 
efpecially with refpedt to its bark, which 
is at prefent a valuable part of it. Twenty 
years, I find, is the ufual growth of coppice 
wood, here, andevery circumftance weighed, 
it is perhaps, on the whole, the moll 

The ufual price of coppice wood, at 
twenty years growth, has been of late years 
ten to twelve pounds, the “ cultomary 

acre” 
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acre” of the country * ; for wood growing 
on land of a quality, equal to that of arable 
lands, which are worth ten or twelve {hil- 
lings the Jlatute acre. Of courfe, wood- 
lands afford, to their proprietors, little more 
than half the annual rent of farm lands, of 
equal quality. 

F or fuppofe coppice wood of twenty years 
growth fells for ten pounds the provincial 
acre, — this is but barely equivalent to feven 
fhillings an acre, received annually for farm, 
lands ; as, in the courfe of twenty years, 
the intereft of the feveral annual fums re- 
ceived, and the accumulating intereft there- 
upon arifing, amounts to nearly half the 
principal : and, if a farther redu<5lion be 
made for the difference between the pro- 
vincial and the ftatute acre, we fhall bring 
down this nominal rent of ten fhillings; an 
acre, a year, to little more than five. 

Twenty pounds, ah acre, have been 
offered for twenty acres of the beft of this 
coppice wood ; under the conditions of 

being 

* The u customary acre” of this Di.lriclis cal- 
culated on eighteen feet to the perch : five provincial acres 
being about equal to fix ftatute acres. 
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35. being allowed two years for the felling of 
it; — and -to pay at Chriftmas for the 
quantity taken down in the preceding 
year ; agreeably to the ufual cuflom of the . 

Diflridt. 

This farther delay of the receipt of the 
principal, and the attendant lo'fs'of intereft, 
is a farther redudlion of the annual rent of 
the land ; yet is feldom, perhaps, taken 
into the account, in calculating the net 
produce of woodlands. 

On calculation, I find that twenty pounds 
an acre, for wood of thirty years growth, 
does not neat more than feven {hillings and 
" nine pence an acre, received annually, and 
put out, at fimple intereft, at five percent. 
At four percent, and reckoning nothing 
for intereft on the accumulating intereft 
(which in a courfe of years would amount 
to a confide rable fum), this price does not 
neat more than eight {hillings and five pehce 
an acre, a year, received annually as rent / 
even fuppofing the whole money to be paid • 
down at the time of fale. 

KE claiming About thirty acres of this tradt of wood-* 

coppice 3 

crowd. land lies on a cukurable Hope ; and would 
1 - • .bee 
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be worth, in a date of full cultivation, fif- 35. 

teen to twenty ihillings an acre : whereas, reclaiming 
. . J o coppice 

in a Bate of woodland, it has probably cround. 

never paid more than one third of the • 

money j and is not, in reality, worth more 

than half of it. - 

The propriety of reclaiming it, from its 
prefent unprofitable Hate, admits not of 
difpute ; ancl the means of bringing it into 
cultivation is -the only- point which remains 

to be determined. ' . • 

’ ■ • / 

To dig up the roots entirely, fo as to 
admit the plow, in the firfi: inftance, would - 
not only be expend ve y but, by bringing 
up the fubftrata, the cultivated foil would 
be debafed, and rendered unproductive for 
a courfe of years. . . .. 

But, by clearing away the whole, level c • 

with the ground, or a little within the fur- 
face of it j and dreffing this freed furface 
with lime, in order to didolve, the more • 
readily, the leaves and decayed wood with 
which it is thickly covered j and by giving 
a degree of evennefs to the furface with 
the harrow and the roller ; fowing fuitable 
grafa feeds between the operations. ; a iheep 

walk* 
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walk would be immediately obtained ; and, 
in a few years, when the roots were de- 
cayed, and a turf formed over them, the 
land might be broken up with eafe and 
profit *. ■ , 


3 < 5 . 0 . . 

February 13. (See the laft Minute^) 

A few days ago, I fold the whole of this 
coppice wood, at the high price of twenty 
two pounds ten shillings an acre ; and un- 
der the following favorable conditions -jV 
The whole to be taken down in twd 
years j namely, in the years 1793 and 

I 794, - 

* For former Remarks on this Method of Reclaiming 
Woodlands* fee York. Econ. Vol.I. page 316. 

\ 

f Thefe Conditions are inferted, here* for the general 
purpofe of giving the Reader an opportunity of comparing 
them with thofe of other Diftrifts ; and.to affifi 1 , eventually, 
in drawing Forms of Conditions of Sales ; which, 
as Forms of Leases, are at prefent, in a degree vague 
and unfixed. 
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1794. — One hundred pounds of the pur- 
chafe money to be paid down each year, 
previoufly to the commencement of the 
cutting ; one moiety of the remainder of 
the amount of what fhall be taken down 
in each year, at Midfutnmer ; the other 
moiety at the enfuing Chriftmas. The 
purchafer to be allowed a fquare perch for 
each tree ftagding among the coppice wood, 
and a quarter of a perch, for each ftandle of 
the laft cutting. To finifh the cuttings, by 
Midfummer, and to clear the ground, by the 
Chriftmas following, in each year, &c. &c. 

Previoufly to this advantageous bargain, 
I had an offer of twenty pounds an acre, 
for the whole, to be taken down in five 


3 6 * 
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.years. 

The difference between thefe two prices 
appears, on a fuperficial view of them, to 
be little more than a hundred pounds. But 
if the intereft of money, and the growth 
of the fucceeding wood be taken into the 
calculation, the fuperior advantages of the 
latter will be found to amount to . more 
than two hundred pounds : as appears in 
the following ftatement. 

Vol.IL Z Firft, 


SALE OF 
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Firft, forty five acres, at 20I. an acre, 
and taking down nine acres a year. 

** Princ - , * 

£■ £■ ‘ cl . £■ s. J. 

lilYear, 1S0 , .00 Gpivth of Wood at Ss. 3 12 o 

. -• - - . > • ~ ’ iV J 

ad j8o . 9 — — 740 

3d ‘ jgo'i iS < — — - — — io 16 o 

• 4th ySo - r, »7 14 8 o 

* '-'**• * -'*• •• ’ ■ . f r ‘ « 

,5th 180 „ 36 — - — — — ■ - 18 o o 

■j 900 Prin. 90 , 54 o o 

90 InferefV • •*“*"*■ ’• • ' 

54 Growth of Wood. 

£. 1044 the total Advantage, at the end of five years. 


'I , . , . i. . i 

Secondly, forty five acres at 22I. 1 os. and 
twenty two and a half acres, a year. 



Princ. 

Int. 

• ' • ' 



' £■ «• 

d. £. 

J. 


jftYear, jo6 5 

O OO O 

0 Growth of Wood, 

9OO 

2d 

- S°6 S 

0 25 6 

3 

18 6 O 

3d 

' * 00 0 

0 50 12 

6 — 

18 O O 

4th 

00 0 

O 

O 

6 -—j 

18 O O 

5th 

CO 0 

0 50 12 

6 

18 O 0 


1012 IO 

0 177 3 

9 

81 0 .0 


177 3 

9 Intereft 




81 0 

0 Growth of Wood. 



.1270 13 

9 total Advantage at the end of five years. 



IO44 

0 as above 

. ' 1 */ * 

n 


* £,zzf> 13 9 fuperior Advantage *. 

y \ • .i February 

f;t * Thefe Statements are publifhed, for the inftrudfion 
of thofe, to whom calculations of this kind may not be 
^familiar. The ufe of. them is obvious. 
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February 14. The fide walls of an 
ancient monaftic building having fled from 
the upright, — by the buttrefles in front 
having given way at the foundation, and 
by the back wall being impelled forward, 
by a load of earth and a road, behind it,— 
(the ground, on the outfide, being feveral 
feet higher than on the infide) I have fe- 
cured, in the manner hereafter defcribed. 

What rendered this cafe the more diffi- 
cult was the circumftance of both walls 
requiring fupport j yet both of them in- 
clining the Fame way ; fo that there was 
no tie to be got, nor any purcbafe to be had. 

If the front wall had been flayed, by frefh 
buttrefles ; flill the back wall (againfl 
which the preflure immediately adted) 
would have remained, in a degree unfup- 
ported. There are, in this, as in other 
Gothic buildings, no binding beams to the 
roof ; nor any other tie between the two 

Z 2 walls. 
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walls, than the floor beams of a chamber. 
Befide, buttrefles, in front, would have been 
inconvenient, and unfightly ; and, like other * 
fiipports on the outjides of buildings, would 
have been liable to the drip of the eaves, 

and to the effects of the weather. 

• / *. 

The expedient, which I hit upon, was 
that of railing ftrong buttresses, on the 
inside of the building, againft the 
back wall ; which is thus firmly flayed, 
and effectually prevented from farther in- 
clination ; and, at the fame time, firm pur- 
chafes are obtained, for the purpofe of 
tying in the front wall ; which has been 
done in fuch a manner as will probably be 
the means of prolonging the duration of 
the building, — a few more ages of time. 

The ties, in this cafe, are large oak floor- 
beams j which are fecurely fixed, in front, 
to the old buttrefles; and, to the back 
wall, by means of large blocks of granite 
or moorftone ; in fliape, the lower fruftums 
of fquare pyramids. Thefe blocks are laid 
in, flufli with the outfide of the wall, and 
with their bafes outward ; beds or receffes 
having been accurately cut out of the 

rocklike 
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rocklike fubftance of the wall, to receive 
them. , . 

Through thefe blocks, pafs ftrong iron 
bars,' or pins; which are firmly ftrapped 
to the ends of the beams (bearing on the 
tops of the buttreffes) ; and which are 
fecured, and the ties drawn tight, by means 
of ftrong wedges or keys, drawing againft 
broad firm difks of iron, bearing againft 
the perforated blocks ; which thus operate 
as dovetails to the ties. ' ' 

In building thefe buttreffes, the foun- 
dations, as well as each courfe of ftones, 
were made to dip towards the wall, in the 
fame proportion as the buttreffes incline, 
or batter : the courfes being kept at right 
angle to the line of batter, or face of the 
buttrefs : — a principle which ought not to 
be deviated from. For, by adhering to it, 
the refiftance is rendered the greateft ; and, 
by placing the buttrefs in a falling pofture, 
towards the wall, it fettles the more firmly 
againft it ; while, by toothing the one«dnto 
the other, as has been done in this cafe, the 
whole fettles, intimately and firmly, into one 
incorporate mafs. 

Z 3 February 
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February 16. On a farm on which 
sheep area principal objeft, temporary 
leys productive of. flieep feed become, 
likewife, an object of the firft magnitude. 
The practice of mowing, the firft year, leys 
intended for five or fix years duration, is a 
crime for which nothing, but necefiity, is 
admifiible as an excufe. By this impro- 
vident fiep, the fward or turf is rendered 
thin of plants, for feveral fucceeding years. 
Not only the more delicate fpecies of 
herbage, which feldom fail to rife after a 
fihort courfe of aration, are liable to be 
checked or finothered, by the luxuriant 
growth, and impervious fliade, of culti- 
vated herbage ; but the cultivated herbs, 
themfelves, are in fome certain degree 
weakened, and their number decreafedj 
efpecially if the foil be much exhaufted, or 
be out of tilth. 

On 
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On this farm, a friking instance of the 
mifchief arifing from the practice of mowing 
fuch leys, the firft year, is at this time mod 
evident. The young ley grounds, which 
were mown lad fummer, may be faid to be 
now unoccupied ; except by daifes, 
groundfel, and a few other weeds. One 
of them, though the land is of a fupcrior 
quality, is not worth, for the coming year, 
five {hillings an acre. Whereas, had it 
been padured down, clofe, lad fpring and 
fummer, it would, in all probability, have 
been worth five times that >rent — for this 
and feveral fucceeding years, —as a fheep 
padure. 

To every farm, on which cultivated leys, 
of five or fix years duration, make a part of 
the plan of management, the mod defirable 
appendage is a fufficiency of meadow 
LANDS, or PERENNIAL MOWINGGROONDS, 
to furnifh the farm with a fupply of hay, 
without being under the necefiity of mow- 
ing temporary leys, the fird year ; and 
happily circumftanced is the farm, whofe 
fituation, with refpedt to the quality and 
quantity of water it commands, enables it 

Z 4 to 
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to produce, by irrigation, a fufficiency 
ofhay,to carry its requifite liveftock,through 
the winter months. 

The demefne lands of this eftate are for- 
tunately in this fituation. Some twenty or 
thirty acres of them have been more or lefs 
watered, time immemorial and with water 
of a fuperior quality. 

The effedts of- the flate-rock waters of 
this Diftridt are fuperior to thofe of any 
others I have had an opportunity of obfer- 
ving ; the chalk waters of Wiltlhire and 
Hampfhire excepted. There are Hopes of 
hills on this and the furrounding farms, 
which are now as green and grofs , to the 
eye at a diftance, as the ranked: wheat in 
May *. 

Seeing thefe advantages, I have been 
afliduous to afcertain the fadts refpedting the 
pofiibility of watering the different parts of 
this eftate ; and I found, fome time ago (fee 
Min. 27.), that almoft every acre of it is 
capable of being flooded, artificially, by 
running water. The quantity of 

water, 

* It is everywhere obfervable, and is moft interefting^ 
that the fteeper the Hope, the more obviops is the effect. 
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water, however, that can be conveyed to 
it, though fufficient to, furnifh pafluring 
flock, with a valuable fupply of beverage, 
is too fmall for the purpofes of irrigation. 

But the mifchiefs arifing from the prac- 
tice of mowing ley grounds, the firfl year, 
having lately preffed more clofely on my 
mind, I have been fludying, with redoubled 
attention, the capacity, of the different 
grounds of this farm, with refpedt to water. 
And I have difcovered, that a fufficiency of 
them, to anfwer, fully, the purpofes r en- 
quired, are capable of receiving an abundant 
fupply of water ; and that fuch a fupply 
may be brought to them, at a fmall 7 ex- 
pence. 

But the waters which are already within 
the farm, claiming the firfl attention, I 
have, hitherto, been endeavouring to turn 
them to the befl advantage ; by conducting 
them properly over the lands which moft 
command them. 

This has been effected by taking the 
water out of its natural channel, at different 
freights, and conveying it to the feveral 
flages of the Hopes, over which thefe lands 

are 
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are fpread, by means of main floats, leats, or 
artificial rills, for the purpofe of feeding the 
floating trenches, which >diftribute and 
fpread the water over the faces of the 

flopes. 

In fetting out and forming thefe con- 
ducting channels, I have found the frame 
level and crofs fafe and ready afliftants ; 
and the defcent of one meafure in a hundred 
mod eligible ; — as giving a lively motion 
to the water, and a firm bottom to the chan- 
nel, without wearing away its fidc.s. 

In conducting channels of this intention, 
acrofs grounds much varied in furface, and 
where a degree of ornament is required to 
be joined with ufe, as was the cafe in this 
indance, feme attention is requifite. If the 
ground be implicitly followed with the 
level, not only a circuitous length of chan- 
nel and a wade of land, but iliort angular 
unlightly bends, are produced. If, on the 
contrary, ftraight lines are attempted acrofs 
a varied furface, the labor of railing the 
hollows, and finking the knolls, is great, 
and the beauty of the line is. wholly loft. 
Hence, where the ground does not natu- 
rally 
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rally afford the given line, the middle 
course is requifite to be ehofen. 

In this indance of pratdice, I have found 
it bed: to fet out the line, firft by the level, 
crooked or draight, as the ground directs ; 
then, to give it the required direction, by 
the eye ; and, afterward, to correct the eye 
with the plummet ; led the line fhould lie 
much too high or too low, in any particular 
part : — for a deepfided trench is liable to 
be trodden in by cattle, and a fharp ridgey 
bank is equally liable to be torn down by 
their tread : while, over a (hallow trench, 
and a broad fwelling bank, they dep 
without injury. 

But, in watering the hangs of hills where 
a blank fite is given, and where no fences 
already exid, there are few cafes, perhaps, 
in, which the main floats fhould be liable to 
the paffage of dock. The uppermod is, of 
courfe, laid as high as the flowing level 
from the fource will allow, and neceffarily 
divides the watered from the unwatered 
lands ; and is, of courfe, a given line of 
fence. If the valley be narrow, or the 
foot of the Hope, which commands the 

water, 
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38. water, be fliort, one main floating trench is 
j,ayingout fufficient. For by running parallel trench- 

WATERED * 01 

fcANUS. lets along the face of the Hope, at once to 
colled: the difperfed waters, from above, 
and to diftribute them more evenly below ; 
and by letting down a fupply of water to 
the lower trenchlets, when the upper fide 
of the flope is fufficiently watered; one 
main float is fufficient to fupply a field’s 
width of land. And, if a continuation of 
the flope require it, another main float, and 
another fence, may, and in general ought 
to run parallel to the firft. 

There are two reafons why fences of this 
fort fhould be placed on the upper Jide of 
the floating rill. The water is more eafily 
let off, into the working trenches, than it 
would through a fence ; and efpeciaHy 
through a hedge ; whofe roots, and the 
holes of the vermin they harbor, would 
be the caufe of a continual wafte of water. 
Viewing fences, thus winding along the 
wavy l'urface of a flope, in the light of 
ornament, a light in which they oqght to 
appear within this demefne, an additional 
piotive, for running them along the fide of 

a wavy 
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a wavy rill, arifes. If the broad fwelling 
bank, which ought to accompany fuch a rill 
on the lower fide, were formed into a 
walk, — determined in width, and always 
kept dry, by a working trench, on its lower 
margin, — the bank would be rendered firm, 
by the preflure of the foot, and, in this 
infiance, a delightful ftroll will be obtained, 
at an eafy coft. 


39 - 

February 20. I have at length the 
pleafure of feeing a two-ox plow com- 
pleatlyin its work. Two oxen, in yoke, 
with a fingle chain palling from it, to the 
draft iron of the plow, and driven, with 
whip reins, by the plowman, have been 
employed, during the laft fortnight, in 
giving the firft fleet plowing of turnep 
grounds : a work which they perform with 
eafe and difpatch. 

This is the fimplefi and cheapeft plow- 

teats 
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39. team I have yet fet to work. The yoke 

plowing and fingle chain, if made light and well 

two oxen, fitted to the oxen, are, for a two-ox plow, 
in light work, much preferable to collars, 
traces, and fplinter bars ; which are cem- 
-plex, expenfive, and for ever entangling 
with the reins ; and the fplinter bars are a 
heavy incumbrance, at the head of a light 
fwing plow. 

< September, 1794. This fummer, I 
have had two of thefe admirable plow- 
teams, in full work: employing them,chiefly, 
in flirring fallows ; which they do with 
great effedt : plowing eight or nine inches 
deep, with plows which clear their work. 
To make the labor the lefs, and the ope- 
ration the more effective, the llices are cut 
narrow ; not more than fix or feven inches 
wide ; by which means this cheap and eafy 
plowing becomes nearly equal to fpade 
work; — more effective than any number 
of the p artial plowings, ulually given to 
broken ground, in this Diftridt. 

. . 4 • • ' 

' ' March 

• \ 

i 
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March 12. In the Autumn of 1791, 
I defigned and fet out, and have nOvv 
brought into a train of finifhing, a fuite of 
farm yards and bui l d i n c s, on a large 
fcale. See Minute 29. 

I have not leifure to regifler, in detail, 
the minutiae of this improvement ; but a 
few particulars flrike. 

A dung Yard of a femi-otflagon form, 
inclofed, on one fide, with cattle fheds, and, 
on the other, by a line of ftables and farm 
offices ; with oppoiite gates and a carriage 
road, by the fide of the latter ; is, in every 
point of view, in which I have yet feen it, 
very eligible. 

Battering foundation .walls. 
The furface of this yard, by reafon of the 
form of the ground (fee page 317.), necef- 
farily rifes, in one part of it, nine or ten feet, 
above the road, which paffies on the outftde 
of the fheds jconfequently, the weight of 

earth. 
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from lodging upon them; and thereby to 
elude, as much as poliible, the decay of the 
timber. 

The proper width of a stall, for 

two middle-fized working oxen, is feven 

feet. CowS; though of fmaller fize than 

oxen, require as much or more room, for 

the conveniency of milking them, and fuck- 

ling their calves. A danger of making 

flails too wide is that of the cattle turning 

o 

round in them > and by that means placing 
themfelves, in an aukward and dangerous 
fituatiOn, with refpedt to their fellows. 
This danger, however, is to be guarded 
againfl by a poll riling in the middle of the 
flail, immediately before the fhoulders of 
the cattl® ; in a line with the front pofts of 
the partial partitions * : and a poll 
in this place may be found ufeful to fallen 
calves to, during the time of fuckling. 

The proper length of stalls, for 
Devonlhire Oxen, of the larger fize, is nine 
feet ; namely, three feet the width of the 
trough, and lix feet the platform, or relling 
Vol. II. A a place ; 

* See Mid. Econ. Vol. I. P. 33. 
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carried up ; but very much battering, or 
falling back towards the fheds j the angle 
of inclination, from the perpendicular, 
being not lefs than thirty degrees. The 
foundation of this wall was dug, and the 
courfes of Hones laid, not horizontally, but 
at right angle, or fquare, with the line of 
reclination ; the earth being firmly rammed 
in behind, as the wall was carried up. The 
uppermoH or coping Hones are large and 
flrong ; ferving as bonds to the wall, and 
as a buttrefs to the convex pavement, above 
mentioned ; which prefies againfi thefe 
coping Hones, on one fide, and againfi 
thofe which form the outer edge of the 
platforms of the Halls, on the other, as an 
arch bears on its butments. 

On a Hage below this principal dung- 
yard, and on the upper fide of the barn, a 
strawyard, for loofe cattle, and Hore 
fwine, is fliaped out of the Hope of the hill 
on which this farmery is fituated. And 
behind the range of offices, which form 
one fide of the dung yard, is another Hraw 
yard. And between thefe two Hraw yards 
is a MILKING YARD. 

A a 2 Thefe 
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Thefe three yards are watered, by 
means of the made rill, which has been 
fpoken of, in Minute 27; and which 
paffes through thefe yards, in channels, 
partially or wholly open, for the ufe of 
. flock ; and thence through a covered drain, 
to its natural channel. In palling through 
the principal flrawyard, it runs along the 
top of a dwarf wall, or offset (at the foot of 
a fence wall), twelve or fifteen inches high, 
from the level of the yard ; and about four- 
teen inches wide ; with a channel, fix inches 
deep on the back part, fhelving upward to 
an angle in front ; and divided by upright 
flones, placed edgeway acrofs the rill ; 
which has, here, a eonfiderable defcent : 
confequently, each obflrudtion forms an 
eddy, fmall pool, or drinking place ; eight 
or ten head of cattle being able to drink, at 
the fame time, and with the mofl perfedk 
conveniency. 

Finding, by experience, that too copious 
a fupply of water is, on many accounts, 
troublefome, in a rill of this intention, I 
afcertained the exadt fize of the dream re- 
quired, by means of gauges of different di- 

menfions. 
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mentions, fet acrofs the channel. And 
having found, that a bore of two inches' 
diameter gave the defired fupply, I have 
fixed a done, perforated with a bore of this 
diameter, in a pendock of oak, and placed 
this, acrofs the channel, above the yards, 
with a waile water channel, immediately 
above it ; fo that an inordinate fupply of 
water, fent down, by rains or otherwise, is 
pffeClually prevented, 

In this yard, the flail cattle are to be 
watered, and to be allowed to amufe them- 
felves, in the middle of the day ; while the 
dore fwine are collecting in the dung yard, 
whatever the flails or the flables may afford 
them ; being carefully kept out of that 
yard, while the cattle are in their flails : a 
principle of management, which can never 
be departed from, with propriety. 

The fuperfluous rain water, or yard 
liqjcjor, of thefe feveral yards, pafsoff, in 
the following manner. That of the dung 
yard (as well as thofe of the inferior yards) 
paffes, firfl, into the principal draw yard ; 
in a pit, or hollow part, of which it makes 
its fird depofit. From hence the collected 
A a 3 waters 
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waters will be led through paved courts, 
and a liable yard, — collecting in their paf- 
fage, and by proper afliftance, in times of 
rain, the fulliage which fuch places are ever 
accumulating, — to a common receptacle 
where, havingdepofited their groflerfeculen- 
cies, they will fall immediately into the main 
float that has been mentioned, mix with its 
ftrearn, and aflift in fertilizing the meadovy 
lands which lie below thefe yards. 
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